
INTRODUCTION,

THE Writer of thcfc Memoirs has been induced to print them by a

variety of rcafons, among which the following are included. Adtions

crroncoufly attributed to Others may be rcftored to Thofe who really per-

formed them: I lis own memory may be renewed, and prcferved in their

bofoms, whofc patronage and cor.iluence he acknowledges with pride and

gratitude ; while, at the fame time, he bears teftimony to the merits of thofc

excellent officers and foldiers whom it was his good fortune to command,

during the late war in America : a war which he always confidcred as

forced upon Great Britain, and in which he ferved from principle. Events,

however unfortuiute, can neither alter its nature nor cancel his opinion.

Had he fuppofed it to have been unjuft, he would have refigncd his com-

niilTion ; for no true foldicr and fervant of his country will ever admit that

a Britifti officer can divert himfelfof the duties of a citizen, or in a civil

conteft is bound to fupport the caufe his confcience rcjcds.

The command of a light corps, or, as it is termed, the fcrvice of a parti-

zan, is generally clleemed the beft mode of inftruvflion for thofc who aim at

higher ftatians ; as it gives an opportunity of exemplifying profeflionaldC-

-quifitions, fixes the habit of felf-^ependancc for refourccs, and obliges to

that prompt deciiion which in the common rotation of duty fubordinatc

A 2 officers


