
Preface to the American Edition.

The portion of these pages entitled *^ Among the Americans," was

written for the Manchester "Co-operative News." Messrs. Belford,

Clarke & Co. do me the honor to reprint these papers here, together

with the article contributed to the " Nineteenth Century," entitled,

"A Stranger in America," and they have generously and voluntarily

agreed to give me a fair share of the profits that may accrue theriefrom.

As they are pleased to think the papers will interest the American

people, among whom I spent happy months, I should feel indebted to

them did no advantage come to me thereby. I will not conceal that

their honorable offer does not decrease my satisfaction ; and I have to

acknowledge that the "New York Tribune" and he "Index," of

Boston, which has published passages from these Chapters, have

treated me in the same handsome manner.

John Bull, in his solid, bovine way, does make steady progress after

his kind. But his dietary, consisting of precedents, is not very stimu-

lating, and he takes a long time chewing the cud of progress. Like

the oxen of Cuyp, he stands meditating over the hedge of his verdant

little island, looking as though he was going to think: but he is so

long about it that the spectator never feels svare thaX he does it.

If anybody in England proposes to do a new thing, everybody

exclaims, like Lord Melbourne, " Can you not let it alone? Ifyou do


