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CATALONIA

Irrignlion is the leading fciitiirc in the hun-

linndrv of ihe prov,, niid is cnmi'd to a great ex

-

hilt by nieiins of cniials and in-iicluH tut fniiii

• very HViiiliildf noiircc ; the niniiilt'liani"' "f wlilili,

logclhtr with ilie diMiribiiliou of tho walrr, is

n.inniiited lo llie care of a pardcular jmila, tireul

iiuinlurs of fariiit aic ul«» wut'fcd by nicaiis of

tlif niirid, a iiiaihiiH' iiiiriHluccd liy tht| Saracens

for raiding water from wells. The soil is in parts

M. very light that il is ploughed witli a couple of

oxen, ami soiiiel lines with o'li' horse, or even iiiiile ;

lull with the help of llie wilier il is rendered fer-

tile, and priiduces on the saine spot corn, wine,

oriin;?eH, and olives,

Tlie NJlk and wooUen manufactures of Calalonm

were formerly carried on to a great exieni, and

are still of considerable value and importance. In

tli(^ latter part of last ci-niury the lotioii inaiiii-

faciure was inlrodiiced ; l)ul it has not succeeded.

j;xclu'<ive of silks, cottons, and woollens, a good

deal of linen is made, with paper, hats, and cord-

age. All kinds of weaving are carried on upon

liie slopes ol the Pyrenees, where wages are low-

est, the webs being brought to llarrelona to be

bleaclied and printed. I.ealher is largely miuiu-

fai'lured, and shoe-making used lo bo one of the

principal employinenls. In 17H(!, the export of

shoes from Itarceloua only was estimated at

700,0110 pairs, mostly for the* colonics. Since the

emancipation of llie latter, this trade has greatly

declined. Distillation is extensively carried on;

the exports of brandy amounling, on the average,

to :iri,000 pipes a year. Cannon and small arms,

soap, glass, sheet-iron, and copper utensils, are also

proiliiced. Women, in the agricultural districts,

are employed in the making of blond and other

laces. The shipbuilding, formerly carried on at

llarcelona, Malaro, and other places on the coast,

where tinil)er was cheap, has nearly ceased. Tarra-

gona is the chief place in the prov. for the export

of lints, almonds, wines, brandy, cork wood, and
cork bark. (Sec TA u it Allon a.)

The |iop. of Catalonia was estimated in 1788 at

814,412. According to the census of 1«.")7, it con-

tained l,(i.')'.','J!M inliabitunts. Catalonia is now
divided into the four provinces of Uarccloim,

Tarragono, Lerida, and llerona. The principal

towns arc Harceloiia, Tarragona, Gerona, Lerida,

l-!eiis, Manresa, and Tortosa.

The language of the Catalans is a dialect of the

Komancc or Provein^al, at one time the common
language in the S. of France, and in some other

jiarts. But it is now a good (leal intcnnixed with
Castilian and other worcls. Letters were success-

i'uUy cultivated at the court of Uarcelona ; and
sonic of the counts attained to distinction as

triaibadours.

Catalonia had for a lengthened period its states,

composed of the clergy, nobility, and commons,
who shared the legislative power with the sove-

reign. It had, also, particular and very extensive
privileges, and a peculiar form of jurisdiction in

the hands of magistrates, called viguieros, whose
districts are named vigukrie». The highest court
of a])pcal was the royal ciaincil established in

Catalonia. Their contributions to fhc king were
not considered as imposts, but as voluntary gifts

;

the Catalans were to be tried by the laws of
Catalonia only, and by native judges ; and their

estates were never to be confiscated, unless for

treason. But these privileges were suppressed by
Philip V. when he subdued the province ; and
the laws of Catalonia were then ossimilated to
those of Castile. They have always been ex-
empted from the akuvala, cientua, and milli/nes, in
lieu of which they paid 10 per cent, on all rents,

whether belonging to individuals or communities,
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and on lhesup|iosed gnins of merchants and me-
chanics.

The Catalans nre hardy, active, ami industrious;

and used lo Ih' dislingiiished by their allachmeiit

lo their privileges, and their opposition to arbi-

trary (Miwer. But in this respect tliev seem In

have undergone n material change, deing now
distinguished by their veneration for the nposto-

lical narty in I'hurch and state— a conse(|uene«

probalily of their ignoraiu'c and siibservieiiee ioilii>

priesthood. There seems, inileed, lo be little or

no provision maile for ediicalion, Philip V. sup-

pressed the iiniversiiies of llarcelona, Lerida, and
Gerona, and established in their stead only that of

Cerveru. There are academies in the principal

towns ; but the great bulk of the people aiipear to

be without the means of iiiHiruclion. Their iin-

)iroved coiidilioii is not therefore in any degreii

owing to their superior intelligence, but to the com-
paratively favourable circumstanci's under which
they have, in other respects, been phiced.

'llie diti'eretUH' between the cottages of ('ata-

loiiia anil those of the other provinces of Spain is

very visible. The houses and collages here have
an air of convenience and comfort ; there is glass

in the wiiiilows, and the insides display the

anii'les of furniture in common use. No beggars,

and few ragged people, are seen: imiuslry is every

where active; stones are removed from the ground
and collected in heaps; feni.'es are more general

and more neatly conslrucled; nobody is seen bask-

ing ill the sun ; even the women and girls who
attend the cattle do not sit idle, wrapped up in

their plaids, but every one has her spindle ui her

hand.
('atalonia ancientlv made a part of the lliiqmniu

TuriiconrHHis of the Etonians. The Goths were its

next masters, who sjiread themselves from it over

the rest of Spain. On the fall of the (jothic em-
pire, the Catalans submitted to the Moors, but tlii'.

dominion of the latter was not of long duration.

In the 8th and i)tli centuries, ('atalonia, with the

adjoining coiintr}' of KonssiUon, became an iiide-

iieiulent state, subject to the counts or earls of

tarcelona. Under their government, liberal insti-

tutions were established in the |irov. ; it was dis-

tinguished by its naval jiower, commerce, and
proficiency in the arts ; and its llcets and armies

frequently interfered with decisive effect in the

contests of the time. In 1187, Catalonia was
united with Aragon by the marriage of one of its

counts with the heiress of the latter ; but the Ca-
talonians retained their scimrate legislature, and
distinct privileges. In IIMO the prov. revolted

against Philip IV.. and was not recos-ered till IG.V.l.

In the war of the succession, the Cat.ilonians were
the most zealous adherents of the Archduke
Charles ; and even after Knghind and Austria

had withdrawn from the contest, they refused to

submit, and defended Barcelona with an obstinacy

of which there are but few examples. On its caj)-

ture, their ancient cortes, ond most of their peculiar

privileges, were supjiressed.

CATANIA, an ancient and celebrated city and
sea-port of Sicily, cap. prov. same name, on the K.

coast of the island, at the foot of Mount ^Ktna, at

the extremity of a vast plain, 31 m. NNW. Syra-
cuse, on the railway from Messina to Syracuse.

Pop. ()4,.S96 in 1862. The city, though it has suf-

fered much from earthquakes, by one of which, in

161)3, it was all but totally destroyed, has always
risen from its ruins finer and more magnilicent
than ever. Catania has a noble appearance from
the sea ; and what is rare in an Italian town, the

etfcct is not diminished on landing; fur the streets

are regular, spacious, and handsome ; and the iiu-

meruus churches, convents, palaces, and public


