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When any bill has pafled the two houfes,

it comes before the governor, who reprefents

the king, and gives his aflent or negative, as

he thinks proper. Ic now acquires the force

of a law, but it muft b« afterwards tranfmit-

ted to the king and council in England, where
it may ftill receive a negative that takes away
all its effed:. The upper houfe of allembly

not only forms a part of the legiflature of the

colony, but it ad:s as a privy council to the

governor, without whofe concurrence he can

do nothing of moment; it fometimes adts as

a court of chancery. This is the commcix
form ofgovernment, and the beft too that is

in ufe in the plantations. This is the manner
of government in all the iflands of the Weft-
Indies ; in Nova Scotia -, in one province of

New England, and, with fomereftridion, in

another J in New York, New Jerfey, Virginia,

the two Carolinas, and Georgia. This form

is commonly called a royal government.

xThe fecond form in ufe in our fettlements

in America is called a proprietary govern-

ment. At our firft planting that part of the

world, it was not difficult for a perfon who
had intereft at court, to obtain large trads of

land, not inferior in extent to many kingdoms;

and to be inverted with a power very little

lefs than regal over them j to govern by what

laws, and to form what fort of conftitution, he

pleafed. A dependence upon the crown of

England


