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Crciiiiwell. ^Ir. James Allan, who said that he luul not taken any part either for or a;;ainst tlie use

i,f instnimeiitiil n'usic, then addressed tlie Coniiiiission. Mr. IJnrns also made a statement with

reference to the hiatorj' and jMJsition of theiiuestion in the_con!,'regation. The ( 'ommission adjourned
til meet to-morrow at ten o'clock a.m.

In the same place, Friday the 20th day of Aui,'ust, 1S80, the Commission a^ain met and was
ciiiistitnted. SB<lernnt as before.

-Vn opi)ortunity was j,'iven to any who had not i)reviously made any statement to do so now, liut

no one came forward.
The Commission then aifreed that each i)arty in tlie conj,'re;,'ation should select five of their

miinher to confer with tlie Commission with the view of arriving' at a setth-ment that nu^ht ))e

s.itisfivctory to all. Five niemhers were accordin^dy selected by each party, and a conference was held
liy the Connnission witii these parties so appointed. Thereafter the (,'ommission unanimonsly
aildiited the followini,' deliverance : -

The ('ommission haviii)^ met with tlie congregation of Knox Cjiiircli, I'erth, and the Presliytery

(if F.anark and Renfrew, and heard len^'theniMl statements from all the parties interested, finds :

1. Tliat in reference to the cause of the strifes ami tro\d)les at present prevailing,' in Knox Chnrch,
I'erth, wliile there appears to havt; been impnidence in ur-jin^' the introduction of instrumental music
ill |)uhlic worship, in the divided state of feelint,' upon that ipu'stion exi>tin'4in the coni(ret,'ation, the
tnnibles have assumed a form in wliich tlie abandonment of instrumental music as an aid in tha
service of praise would not restore harmony to the con^'iv^'ation.

2. That the present unhai>])y state of matters in the coni,'rei,'ation does not ai)i)ear to lie due to

liny acts or courses of conduct on the jiart either of the mini-tei' or of the ottice-liearers of the church,
whicii should have occasioned the existing state of feeling, but is largely due to an apparent tendency
til give heed to idle rumours, and to magnify into grave offences trivial mistakes and omissions,
which |)roper church feeling would have passed over as unworthy of serious leLtard.

.i 'i'hat the I'resbytery of lianark and Renfrew is ir (tructed to proceed as early as practf<'able

to linld an election of elders in Knox Church, Perth, but that in view nf the present ciriuimstances
of the congregation tlie Commission directs that no jiei'soii shall be held as elected unless he has a
iiKijority of three-fourths of the votes cast, and in conducting the eltM'tion the Presbytery is instructed
to follow tlie oidinary usage of the Presbyterian Church, and not the rules laid dciwii in the consti-
tution of Knox rUiurch ; and further, that the number of elder; to be elected in the me.iutime shall

not he more th vn five in addition to the one already in oHici?.

4. That whereas there is nothing which has been brought to light of such a nature as should
pieveiit the restoration of the harmony between the different sections of the congregation and tho
[lastor and people; the Commission would therefoie earnestly counsel them to cultivate a spirit of

iirotherly kindness and Christian forbearance, and to avoid everything which may tend to revive
lia-it alienations.

The meeting of Commission was then closed witii prayer.

W. McLAKKX, Mu,/n-atn,:

W. RK1!>, CIn-k:

Mr. Crombie craved extracts on behalf of the Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew, which were
granted.
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At Stratford, and within Knox Church there, on the 7th day nf duly, ISSO, the Commission
appointed by the (Jeneral Asseuibly for the purpose of determining the question as to how the
I'ri'sliytei'v of Stratfoiil shoulil deal with the iiarties claimiug to belong to the Presbyterian church
of /orra, formeily in connection with the Church of Scotland, met and v.as constituted. Si'derunt :

Dr. Caven, Moderator, J )r. Wardrope, .Mr. .1. (,'. Smith, .Mr. R. Torrance, Mr. I ). ). .Macdonnell,
and Mr. ('. I >avidson. Dr. Reid, one of the Clerks of Assembly, was present ami acted as Clerk.

The minute of .Vssembly appointing this Commission was read. Parties were called and
appeared. .Ml parties connected with the case were fully heard. Thoreupnii the C!ommission
lesuhed as follows ;

—
1. The parties claiming to belong to the Presbyterian diurcli of /orra formerly in connoction

with the Church of ,Scotlaiid, to wlmm supply of service has been given for some time by the Presby-
tery of Stratford, are recogni/.ed, though imperfectly orL,'aiii/.cd, as the coii-re'-ratiou of Zona, which
was reiiorti d liy tlio I'resbytery of Ijoiidon in comiectinn with tlio ('Uurch nf Scotland, at tho time
of the. iininn of tho ( 'liurches.

2. In the opinion of the < 'ommission it is desirable that servico-- >hiiuld coiiiiiuu! to be bold at

Bnioksdale.
.'{. 'I'he Presbytery of Stratford is insti'ucLed to make such arrangements fur sup|ily of siuv ice at

Urooksdale as shall not imperil tlii! ititi'iests of the congregation of Harrington.
'J'he meeting of Commission was then idosed.
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