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show thf House of (V)imii(ins was not |iri-|mr<'il to i;iiiuri' those cliiiiiiH, until n jiidiciiil dci-isioii

8)i()ul(l lif j,'ivt'ii ii(l\crst' to tliciii.

l'|)nii till- Select ('oiiiiiiittee considering,' its I'ejiort (.Aimexure 7), tlie (Miiiirniaii (Mr.
liivlxnieliere) and Mr. (/hristy eaeli pnipiiHed a dnift, and Mr. (iiadstone sulmiitted ten resolu-

tions.

Of Mr. (iladstone's resolutions attention is directed to tlie 1st, .'trd, ')tli, (itli, Sth, Otli, and
lOtli. (Ueporl Hudson's I'ay, I'arliiiiiientiiry I'lipei-s, l'l'I-l'OO, |S.'>7, \>. xiv.

)

Kucli of these, e.\ce|>t tin- 1st and '.'th, e\|)l'esses more or less reeo;inition of the interests

of the Hudson's liay ('"Uipany, while the lOtli directly declares that tlie ("omniittee canm to

no decision with re;;ard tii the justice or thi' expedieni'V of I'uisin;; a judicial issue to nsct.Ttain

tlie lejjal rij,dits of tile Company under the (/'liartei'.

The motion was then niiide and the (|ueslion proposed -" That the draft rejiorl ]ir<ipose<l

liy the (Chairman he read a second time, ])uraj,'raph lpy para^'raph." To this, as an amendinent,

it was proposed to leave out from the word "That" to the end of the (pii'stion, in onh'r to

insert the words " the Resolutions projiosed liy Mr. ( iiadstone he now read a second time,"

instead thereof.

tjuestion put- "That the words jtroj)osed to he left out stand part of the (|uestion."

7 votes were f^iveii for and 7 af^ainst. I'poii which the (.Chairman voted with the aye.s.

'J'lie (^\)iiimittee then proceeded to consider the Chairman's draft.

Of this draft, the 7tli |iai'a;{rapli dedai-ed that " it mij,dit he desiiahle to ascertain pi'e-

" cisply wluit is the force of the powers cluiiiied and exereis(>d under it," (i.e. tlie Charter of

Charles 11.) The 8th i)arai,'raph records tlie Coniniittee's hope that " without waitinp for tlm
" result of proceeding's of so doulitful and dilatory a character as may ajipertain to th(! coni-

" plete investi;;ation of this ancient chai'ter," arran^^ements nii;;lit lie made fm- the satisfaction

and lieiielit of those concerned ; and the Dtli para;.,'rapli contenijilates a suliseijueiit friendly

reference to tiie Judicial ('Omniittec of the Privy Council, and the possilih^ moditicatiun, hy its

delusion, of any riconimendations the Committee should make.

Paraf,'raphs 7 and 8 were read and nej^atived.

Paraf;rai)h !) was negatived hy votes to 4.

The liiial Keport adopted (Annexure 7, pp. iii. and iv., para, fi) refers Parliament to the

evich'iice and appended documents for information as to the natures of the (-"ompany's tiMiure.

It (parajji'apli 7) expresses the Committee's trust that tliere may he no diliiculty in etl'ect-

in;' arraiif,'enientH as itetweeii Hi^r Majesty's (lovernnient and the Hudson's I'ay Company, hy
which these districts (Red River and the Saskatchewan) may he ceded to Canada on e(|uitahle

principles; leaves it (paraj^raph 8) to Her Majesty's (lovernnient to consider details uiore

maturely hefore the Act of Parliament is prepared which will prohahly lie necessary to give

oH'i^ct to the scheme; (paragraph 1.'5) records the t/ommittee's inability to say, with any
certainty, how far the chartered right claimed iiy the Com[)any may prove an olistacle to the

attainment of the ohjects they have urged to he desirahle, and (pai xgrapli 14) the Oommitteo's
coniident hope that a spirit of conciliation and justice amongst those, interested will enalile the

(jovernment to present a hill which shall lay the foundation of an eijuitahle and satisfactory

arrangement in the event, which the Committee considers probable, of legislation being found
neces.sary for the purpose.

Thus the Committee's report and the evidence in connection with it showed that in 1857
neither Parliament nor the CovermiK^nt desired to interfere with the claims of the Hudson's
Bay Company under their charter, otlierw ise than as a result of amicable arrangement, or in

conseipience of a judicial decision adver.se to the validity being obtained.

(Annexure 1)— In 18,')8 a Bill was introduced into the ilouse of Commons to establish

the Colony of British Columbia (at lirst styled New Caledonia), the predetermined action of

the (}overnment in this matter being hastened by an influx of gold miners into the country.

(Anniixure 8)—Sir Bulwer Lytton, in moving the second reading of the Hill (Hansard,
3rd series, vol. cli., p. llOo), said :

—" I was glad to hear the honourable and learned gentle-
" man, the member for Shettiold (Mr. Roebuck) express his opinion that the present occasion
" was not a fitting opportunity for raising the qucsstion of which he had given notice." [Annex-
ure 11, p. 1842.] (To resolve, 2nd, "that the validity of thc^ exclusive right claimed by the
Hudson's Bay Company under this charter ought at once to be determined by process of law"):
" It is desirable to keep any discussion upon this Bill free from the more angry elements
" which may be involved in the general ijuestiou as to the powers of the Hudson's Bay Oom-
" pany by virtue of its charter on the ditierent districts of liupert's Land on the eastern side


