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atti'ni|it«*(l U> M'lit it Ht the I'ort (iiiir.v, wluii tlir live Imiiilrcil Mir\«>_\<iii« tiinnd out
to li*> II N(iiiaili-oii of iiiilitiii;

That tin' Hudson's Hav ('ompaiiy t'tnli'avon-d tiM-ii to liaml ovcrtotli*' iiivailoiH

that frovt'riiini'iit of tin* Nortliwcst wliiili lsn;;laiiil liu<l no coiiHtaiitly iif^lccttMl and
8(> olm'iiiatuly knpt ut the tliMjiosal of tiatliiii; a<lM>niiiri-iM :

That the |icoph- of thn Nortliwi'Nt rHHiNtcil I'lMT^ri'lic-ally th*> IIiiiImod'h Kay Com-
paiiy'n iiiii|iiitoiiH dcHi^iiH and thf Ottawa di*>adfiil Hrhi-iin', and ncvt-r failed lo clix-

iiify thii d«'ft'nsf of thric cannii with •xpn'snionM of loyalty to Kn;;land ;

That the Hrit'Hh (iovernnicnt aiiHWon-d thfir niaunaninious lidflity l>y promptly
appointing hh ^{ovt'rnor of tiio NortiiwoNt tln> Ottawa f^ovt-rnor hiniNulf— that is t(»

Huy, th«< vi-ry iiniii in tiio i-nipift' whono ixmilion, whoHc a<lvi.st4i'M, ami roiiHt'tpn'iitly

wlioH«> whol»i intort'Ht w«Mti inoif coitainly a;;ainMt th«^ Northwest ; appointmi'Mt «!on-

Hpicmmsly partial and iinjuHt, which thi-mv at oiicu all tlie chanucH on the Mtrongust
Huh', in oppr*>sNin;{ the wtNik as inntdi iin jioNsildf;

That tin- HritiHh Oov.^rnim'nt tlmii h'ft thti NorthweMt without adniinii4lratioii, ex-
I)OHi'd to tint many perils of anar<:hy and invasion ;

Th<^ nndersi^ncd, your hnnilile petit ioniT, snlnnitH and respectfully elaim.s that by
oommiltiiiK this other reniarkahle series of outra^jes anainst the Northwest, the Brit-
ish (jSovernment have a^ain forfuited all titlt^ and ri;;ht of <:overiiin<; it ;

Your linmhlH petitioner snltmits that tin; people of the Northwest, left to tliem-
H«dves, had to or^ani/.e an*l to eoiistitutu a t^tale of their own, i<> take i-are of puhlio
atfairs, ami for their ]irotee|ion ;

That the honorahle William McTavish, fln-n still jjovernor, in iiatne, of the North-
west, having Iteen asked by a etniveiition of the |ieople's representatives if he could
approve ol'the new state, entrealed tlietn to push on th«-ir W(U"k ; ami his answer to

the Hon. .lolin Sutherland and Mr. I'ra/.er, tlu^ two ineniherH waitin<( on him, was
" For (iod's sake, form a >iovernment."
That wlien the lionventimi sat, Hon. .John Black, ;;overmir arf interim and ,ind;;e of

the Jl. H. (^)m])any, was one of the members elected by the people and consented to

net as chairman ot the c(uivenrion ;

That the people's representatives, niimberinir frtrty. beinif in ses-.iii!i at Fort (Jarry,

then formed a jiovernment and elected your humble petitioner as its liijjiiest employee,
February 11, 1^^7();

That mote than two-thirds, thirty two out of the forty, voted the new jjovcnimeiit
into existence and (elected your humble jietitioner at the head of it ;

That the eijiht of litu- members were in favor to that extent that tht'y abstained from
ofteritijj any oppositioti;

That inwnediately after, Hon. .lud^^e Ulack, If. H. Company <;overnor«(/ in'irim and
rhairimin of the convention, h ft his seat and j^ave it courteously to the (iresulent of
the provisional f;overnment, according to tin- convent icm's vote;

'J'h.al, on the same occasion, Hon..)ohn Mlack, II. 15. Com|>any's <joveriior flf? iH<>Tim

and Jud^e, haviny; been chosen by the president of the NcMlliwest .is om- (d' the dele-
gates to Oltawa, accei»ted the api»oiiitmiMit, with the company's approval

;

That some days later the Hon. 1). A. .Suiith, a commissioner sent l)y the ixovertior-

gener.al to the Nortliwest, went in company with Keveri'ud .\rchdeacou McLean, now
hishop of the Saskatidiewan, and persu.-uled the districts whosi< ei>,dit re]ireseuratives

had remained neutral to join and to acknowh-dice your humble j)etili(mer ;is president
*if tlie provisional jjoverninent ; and Hem. D. A. Smith's advice haviii;; been accedetl to,

the niulersi<rued, your humble ]ietitiouer, received tluMi the nuaninious support of the
people.
As a result the new state of the Northwest, in '7(1 : its ^overnnu'nt were leijally coii-

Htitnted and tlie election of its president was carried out according to rej^jnlar consti-
tutionality.
Your humble petitioner respecifuUy submits that as soon as tlie new state wai or-

ganized, its <j;overnuieut formed, and its president elected, four commissiouers. Rev-
erend .1. B. Thibanlt. Vicar-General, Colonel de Salaberry, Hon. I). A. Smith, and his

lordship, Archbishop Tachd, appointed by the Crown, invited the nndersij^ned to

send delej^ates to Ottawa, and there to negotiate the terms of the federal (lact be-

tween tlr East and the Northwest.
That such invitation was a lecognitioii by the Crown itself, of the state, of the

government, and of tin- president of the Northwest.
Your humble petitioner submits, that he aiiiiointed in his official capacity a dele-

gation acitordi tig to thti repeated and jiressiiig invitation received: that his delegates
proceeded to Ottaw.a, were received by the Crown on his credentials and admitted to

treat on his instructions, which was another irretuisable official recognition of the
«tate, of the governnieut, and of the president of the Northwest; by whom! By the
Crown.

Y'oiir hiinible petitioner respectfully submits that hisilelegates having, at the oiit-

start, set forth that they could not begin to treat without the guarantee of a gen-
eral and complete amnesty, and having reciuired it as a condition sine qua no», the


