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Turning to Part IV, dealing with general
holidays with pay, this part of the bill pro-
vides that an employee is entitled to a holi-
day with pay on each of eight general holi-
days. These holidays are named in the bill
itself, and are as follows: New Year’s Day,
Good Friday, Victoria Day, Dominion Day,
Labour Day, Thanksgiving Day, Remem-
brance Day and Christmas Day.

Provision is made in the bill for the sub-
stitution of another holiday under certain
conditions for one of those listed. For in-
stance, if one of the general holidays falls
on a Saturday or Sunday that is ordinarily
not a working day for an employee, he is
entitled to a holiday with pay on either the
preceding or following working day.

Provision is also made for the substituted
holiday to be granted at some other time
convenient to both the employee and em-
ployer. This will be a useful provision for
those employed in what is regarded as a
“continuous operation.” There are times when
the main industry in my community, the
newsprint industry, works seven days a week,
and that of course would be regarded as a
continuous operation. Incidentally, the defini-
tion of “continuous operation” is contained
in clause 24 of the bill.

Now, in employment other than a “con-
tinuous operation”, where normally the estab-
lishment would be closed for the general holi-
day, if an employee is required to work he
is to be paid his usual wages for the day’s
work in addition to being paid at time-and-a-
half rates for the time worked.

Finally, Part V deals with administration.
It deals with inspection procedures and the
furnishing of information by employers neces-
sary to determine whether the standards laid
down are being observed, and also provides
for penalties for violations of the act.

The general regulation-making power is
set out in the bill, as well as the special
transitional provision which permits defer-
ment of the operation of Part I dealing with
hours of work, as well as the deferment of the
provision in Part II establishing the mini-
mum rate of $1.25 an hour.

Under this part, the establishment of con-
sultative or advisory committees to advise the
minister is authorized, which would make
recommendations on matters relating to the
administration of the act.

Provision is made for an annual report to
be made to Parliament on the administration
of the act, in the usual terms that provide for
such reports and legislation of this nature.

Honourable senators, I am sorry I could
not make my explanatory remarks a little
shorter. Perhaps I can place some of the
responsibility for that on some others who
were interested enough to ask me questions.
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However, I think I have now covered the
bill in a general fashion. Perhaps after read-
ing what I have said, honourable senators
will have a little better understanding of the
bill than they had before. In any event, I
look forward to an interesting debate in this
chamber, and also a full exposing of the
whole problem in the Standing Committee
on Banking and Commerce, to which commit-
tee, if the bill receives second reading, I
intend to refer the bill.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Choquette, debate
adjourned.
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