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with those people, brought about the
troubles, and that the Government are no
tess criminal than those who rose in arms.
To the other parts of those letters I have
already answered or will answer in the
Course Of my remarks. For the present
1 shal only allude to one of the letters
from which he read. It is a pity that the
th1on Senator did not read the whole of

dat letter. It contains the most complete
condemnation of the course which the
on. gentleman is now pursuing. I will

read it in its place :-
"The troubles could and should have been

Prented; Why was ithe warning not listened
trouben.iven by those who foresaw the sane

f thees and who brought Vhen to the notice
orleauthorities ? Our staltesmen have my

5 SPect, but as 'no mn is wise at all timres '
1htrust they will permit a friendly voice to tell.hem that theyweremiistaken. Butitisonlye to say that they were not alone in fault.

e einisterial seats number I;, but the Par-amentary seats uumber nearly 300. It is
indoubtedly painful and humiliating to know

Ministers of the Crown should have
takeally afirmed that no steps had been
taken in favor of the Metis, either by them-
'elves or by thir friend; but, on the other

and, it is aiso to be deplored that the iso-ated voices raised in both Houses of the
Legislature did not command the supportts'fficitato determine an earnest search into
the situation, and the means of re medin

what defective i it. to thine

that nothing short of bloodshed and expendi-
thre of Milions could bring those who have
othe Management of publie affaire in one or an
WOt capacity to, comprehend that the North-

1rOvtOnly avast tract of country, but,reover, that there are vast social questions
fae are far from having obtaine a satis-tory solution." .

Then as to the hon. senator who movedthe resolutions (Mr. Bolduc), I was not at
ai SuIrprised at the stand he took-Il n'y
a que le premier pas qui coute dans lavoie du mal. The hon. gentleman having
th l one of the causes of the rebellion he
thought it was better to continue the coursebe had begun.

On the 27th March, 1884, a motion
havrtg been made in the Commons asking
the Ilouse to take into consideration the
t0nrplaints of the half-breeds, the bon.
selator and the majority of the House
Tof Ommons voted down the resolution.The ouse could have nothing to do with
lte th breeds; let them die of hunger;

ehei leave the country, they are French.a reeds ; we have enough of that race
4n the country. The moment the news of

this vote reached the far west a meeting
of the half-breeds was held. They de-
cided that Riel should be asked to join
them. A deputation was sent to Montana,
where Riel was residing, to bring him
home with them. Riel hesitated but bis
patriotism triumphed, and he came to the
Canadian side in June 1884, and from
that day till the beginning of 1885 he
used all constitutional means to force the
Government to do justice to bis people.
Finally war broke out. I regret that the
honorable gentleman bas persevered in
the evil way. It is certainly more worthy
of a man when he bas been wrong, to
acknowledge his error, change his course
and do what is right. A good many of
those who voted down this resolution to
which I have referred, deceived *as they
were by the Government acknowledged it
and changed their allegiance. Had we not
again some few days ago a proof of what
Sir John is ? If bis Rarty is small,' bis
majority thin, he is humble to bis friends.
Is he strong, the majority at bis back
powerful, he cares no more about bis
most devoted friends but persists in
having bis own way, and should he find
any of them in bis way he
does not hesitate to sacrifice them. Take
for instance the case of the hon. member
from Toronto (Mr. O'Donohoe); was it not
a shame to treat an old and devoted fol-
lower as he did that gentleman ? Could
he have treated in a more insulting man-
ner, I will not say a friend, but even an
adversary? Here are the words he is
reported to have used in the House. of
Commons last Friday, the 26th ult: " Mr.
Speaker, the hon. gentleman went on at
some length to discuss the reconstruction
of the Government and the bon. gentle-
man talks about Mr. O'Donohoe. Well,
Mr. O'Donohoe is a very good man and
is now a Senator. He was very near
being in the Government. But I will say
this for Mr. O'Donohoe, that he did not
desire to be a weakness to the Govern-
ment, and at the time he might have
claimed a seat in the Cabinet he found
th'at such was the hostile feeling towards
him that instead of being a strength to
the Government he would be a weakness ;
he admitted the fact, and he took a seat
in the Senate where he now is."

I cannot resume my seat without giving
an answer to a rumour which bas spread


