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ﬁlx:it the ogovernrpen} have made a particu-
Y good bargain in acquiring this pro-
perty for $1,200,000,

HoN. Mr. ALMON—T
—The oth
must have made a very bad barga?:x F}?;y

Hox. Mr. POWER
HON, Mg, “R—I shall -
:leg about that presently. Ho?ygseczll?lz
mz::twm see that the Dominiop .Govern
' can manage a public .
sort in the interests of the ngi)l;e 0(f>f t}t)l?ft:

district, to
, tO a greater degre .
local government or % : than cither the

The Dominion Governme

Lagg\ith?;wdegds, and if the road pays
s all theg above working expenses, that
Toea gvcan reasonably look for. = The
hot B ernment in ali probability could
them Continued to work the road
hae beef)s, bapd they would very likely
pany s o0 obliged to transfer it to 4 com.
wou\é . tcompany would be obliged, and
by th aturally seek, to make the road
€m as well as possible, and the con-

that the people on the

« uld suffer ve, ider-
ably from high rates. urthe:,y I‘:(:Q?rlxc\lce;-t

tte .
OWneilﬁt:at roads of this sort should not be
large for ?l?ts f they are too
ments, Whj tke local govern-
ment, and thhlleg Congratulate the Govern-
this roaq hae b(x:rovmce, on the fact that
that so muchsd en taken over, I regret
understood th elay has taken place. I
over more tthat It was to have been taken
plan know an two years ago, had not a

eul:n'oacl;1 ; s the “Syndicate Scheme,”
at that timee by the Pr emierof NovaScotia
Prove of {1 GBut, while 1 cordially ap-

ictoy bra:ch overnment taking over the
cannot sy and EaSterq Extension, I
Mmeans which at I am satisfied with the

nt do not expect

about they have used to brin
reached, ¢ C(:g,s“mmation that has beeg
ment of Nov;nk that the Local Govern-

Sco.tia have not been
meted out to i d-—in fact the treatment
contrast to the em f_orms a very startling
British Columl?ay In which the people of
that is the re o were dealt with ; and
hon, I\IIinist<era$(t)”n ¥hy T regret that the
Nova Seopr Justice had not gone to

13as well as 1o British Columbia.

BENCTOUsly treqy,

were reasonably bound to make, they ap-
plied for a transfer of the Pictou branch,
and that transfer was refused on grounds
which were undoubtedly frivolous. At
the outset there was some little technical
quibble raised—I hope hon. gentlemen
will excuse me for using a word that is
slightly unparliamentary-—as to the com-
pletion of the Extension. Then the
Government, when it was found that that
was untenable, raised difficulties—atleastso
I understand, though I have not had the
official papers before me—as to the tariff.

.|'The Dominion Government insisted that

| the tariff .for carrying coal should be so
low as to deprive the Local Government
of any possibility of deriving any substan-
tial revenue from the road.

Hox. SiR ALEX. CAMPBELL—The
hon. gentleman is mistaken; we never
got so far as to discuss such items as the
tariff.

Hon. MR. POWER-—Thehon. Minister
of Justice was not the mjnister who was
particularly concerned in the transaction ;
but unless my information is incorrect
’that matter was discussed with the acting

Minister of Railways, and it was insisted
!that no higher rates should be charged for
carrying coal than are now charged by the
Dominion Government. Those were rates
which would not have enabled a company
to make any money out of the Pictou
Ibranch and” would have prevented the
' Local Government from makingsatisfactory
rarrangements for transferring the road to
anybody else for any large consideration.

Hon. Stk ALEX. CAMPBELL—There
may have been a conversation of that kind
in advance.

Hon. MR. POWER—There is no doubt
that the acting Minister of Railways did
insist on this condition. Then again,
there were conditions insisted upon as to
the rolling stock, which were exceedingly
unreasonable ; and the Dominion Govern-
ment placed the Local Government in_a
very awkward dilemma. They were oblig-
ed either to accept the terms offered by
the Dominion Government, as to giving
over the road, or to continue to operate
the Eastern Extension at a loss, without
any prospect of regaining the money at




