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Oral Questions

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the minister of aboriginal affairs.

On April 30, Phil Fontaine, Grand Chief for the Assembly of
Manitoba Chiefs, said:

Aboriginal self-government includes gaining jurisdiction over everything
governments now do for First Nations. including control of lands. health care,
justice, education and other areas which now constitutionally belong under
provincial jurisdiction.

Does the minister agree with Mr. Fontaine's definition?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development): Mr. Speaker, under the Tory regime, as the hon.
member knows, gaming was transferred to the provinces. Sever-
al of the provinces are putting up gaming regimes and are
dealing with aboriginal people.

For instance, the best example I can give is in the province of
Saskatchewan where an agreement was worked out with the
FSIN for two casinos, one in Saskatoon and one in Regina, and
there will be a split on income.

If the provinces decide to proceed to move jurisdiction over to
the aboriginal people, to share jurisdiction or to have co-man-
agement, I think it would be a favourable result. As far as
whether it is part of the self-government negotiations, it is not
as far as federal government is concerned.

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca): Mr. Speaker, I am not sure
my question was answered. My question was not on jurisdiction
over gaming. My question was on jurisdiction over health care,
justice, education and lands. Perhaps the minister could answer
my question.

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development): Mr. Speaker, I apologize; I did not hear the
subjects.

In Manitoba right now there are four subject matters being
negotiated. I think the hon. member is familiar with them. We
will be negotiating health, education, fire and police protection,
and aboriginal courts. At least 10 subject matters will be
negotiated with aboriginal people that will eventually define
self-government.

[Translation]

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Mr. André Caron (Jonquière): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Deputy Prime Minister.

Yesterday, the Government of Alberta appealed a decision
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of a person's sexual
orientation and an Ontario court refused to recognize the rights
of same-sex couples, invoking the definitions of marital and

spousal status contained in the Ontario's Charter of Human
Rights.
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What is the government waiting for to present in this House a
bill prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation?

[English]

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
al of Canada): Mr. Speaker, we have the intention of bringing
forward an amendment to the Human Rights Act to prohibit
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation this year,
probably in the fall.

That is a commitment we made during the campaign which
was repeated in the Throne Speech. It is a course to which we are
committed.

[Translation]

Mr. André Caron (Jonquière): Mr. Speaker, does the minis-
ter agree then that it is urgent to legislate on this in order to
prevent the legal battle which seems to be starting on this
question?

[English]

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
al of Canada): As I said, Mr. Speaker, our timetable contem-
plates introduction of the legislation probably in the fall.

Speaking for myself, I do not think matters of public policy
should be determined in the courts. It is expensive for the
litigants, and one ends up with a patchwork of public policy that
is not always in the interest of Canada.

We are going to approach it with legislation. The amendment
to the Human Rights Act will be introduced here. The House has
our commitment in that regard and the House can expect to see
the legislation the year.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

One week ago today she told the House that Hillary Clinton
asked her how the Americans could put in place a health care
system which would mirror or be similar to the system we have
in Canada. However American media reports yesterday, includ-
ing the Wall Street Journal, indicated:

Mrs. Clinton is telling Americans just the opposite, that she wouldn't dream
of proposing the Canadian system for Americans.

Would the Deputy Prime Minister explain the contradiction
between her remarks and what the American media is widely
quoting the President's wife as saying?
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