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acceptable to the people in the area, for has it been
acceptable to the governrnent nor to the contractors who
go there. In most cases we destroy what they have, and
leave nothing in its place. We bave neyer solved long term
oroblems that we encounter there, such as rnaking people
in those areas better able to look after themselves than
they were bef ore we went there.

--here is only one area in which we have been able to
assist people in the high Arctic, and that is in the develop-
ment of artifacts. We worked with the peopie and we
assisted tbern to develop their own culturai abilities, and
to rnarket the products of their art in a way that bas
served their needs. The co-operatives that have been de-
veloped under Canadian patent of indian and Eskimo
craft in the Arctic have been one of the few bright spots
that I can 'ook back to over the years. 1 believe that this
was more by accident than by design.

if we were more willing to ask the people in the north
what their needs and wbat their methods of work are, we
I)VOUld find that rnany of their artists are willîng te, work
iong hours but prefer to do their work at their own pace.
They do not punch a dlock, nor do their work the white
moan's way, and thev have been bighly successfui. When-
ever we bave tried to make themn adapt te, our way of
working we nave been less than successful: in f act we
hlave of te been destructive.

Ln the ligbt of the fact that these peuple cannot speak
for themseives, that in many cases -,hey are divided in
their organizations, and that they are net able to present
,tie case to us, we shouid take advantage of the opportu-
nsity to institute, through the committee, a study of this
mnatter whicb will allow us to heip tbe native people in the
north. 1 think that this bill merits or support, anoj wiii
'3rovide the kind of vehicie we need te achieve this.

The Acting Speaker tMr. Penner>: Is the House ready
'or thie question?

Sorme hon. Memiers: Question.
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Mvr. Art Lee (Vancouver East): Mr. Speaker, 1wisn te
compliment my colleague on his initiative in presenting
,his bill ýo the H-ouse. The high rate of unemployment
aroong nive people, fot unly ini the çiurth, but througbuut
.1anada, 's a concern we ail share.

'The Department of Manpower arnd F.-mgration and
other departrnents have developed 'zarious programs te
'ensure native people the opportunity to participate in the
labour market. With these, we nave met with relative
success. Undoubtedly improvements can be made. The
bringing together of representatives of Indian and Eskimo
people in Canada with industries, labour unions, and rep-
resentatives of federai and provincial departrnents as pro-
posed in thîs bill, is worth notîng. I am in firm agreernent
that the co-operative efforts of ail facets of labour and
industry, both prîvate and public, to deal with this specific
problern can have immeasurable beriefits.

We have made real progress in developîng federal-pro-
vincial rnechanîsrns for joint planning and co-operation in
the manpower field, and will continue our efforts in this
regard. Furtbermore, our talks with business and labour
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leaders encourage me to believe that they are ready for a
new partnersbip in Canada, with governrnent, to produce
a healthier work environment. As a result I can strongly
support my colleague's contention that more can be done.

However, mechanisrns presently exist in the Manpower
and Immigration Departrnent to establish the kind of
consultative body that us heing proposed in this bill. In the
department the Canada Manpower and Immigration
Council bas, as one of its functions, the responsibility to
advise the minister on all matters pertaining to the effec-
tive utilization and development of manpower resources
'n Canada. Furtherrnore the council bas autbority to set
up commîttees or boards nationaily, regionaily and locally
to deal with specîfic areas of concern.

Mr. Peters: It sure bas been a dismal failure.

Mr. Lee: Recently a task force on manpower services to
native peoples bas been set up in the Departrnent of
1ndian Affaîrs and Northern Developrnent to respond to
many of the issues rny colleague bas identified. Within the
structure of the task force tbe department bas deveioped
Èhe 'neans whereby native organizations will play an
important role, both at the national and regional level.
Witb this kind of involvernent I arn confident that positive
cieveiopments will result.

Under the auspices of the Canada Manpower and Immi-
gration Councîl advisory boards are set up to deal with
,aduit occupational training, adjustrnent of immigrants,
the co-ordination of rebabilitation services for disabied
persons, and rnanpower and immigration research. Fer-
hdps the establishment oif an ddvisury board on the unem-
pioymnent problems of native people can be incorporated as
weil witbin the Canada Manpower and Immigration
Council. This board can then be incorporated withmn the
i'ouncil, providing for a more effective and consistent
'jehicle for the achievement of those recommendations
autiined in the bill under our consîderation.

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, I subrnit that this bill would
perpetuate the distinction between native people and
3ther Canadians. I arn opposed to another distinction
ruecause I believe this would resuit in unwarranted dis-
'2rimination between native people and others. Certainly
ffhe native peopie have dif ferent cultural backgrounds, and
for that 1 arn grateful. They sbould be encouraged to
sustain their beritage, but at the same tirne tbey shouid be
regarded as Canadians f irst.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, I represent a rîding whicb to
a iarge extent is an ethnic one, so I arn well aware of the
cultural shock that many landed immigrants have to deal
with wben tbey f irst corne to Canada. I suspect that to a
certain extent this cultural sbock also applies to rnany of
our native people.

.Just this week, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for
Capîlano (Mr. Huntington) made some staternents regard-
îng the whole issue of assimilation, wbich staternents
could be construed as racist against Asians.

Somne hon. Memnbers: Hear, bear!

Mr. Lee: I, for one, believe the hon. member wben he
says, "I arn not a racist". Having read bis speech, bowever,
I f irmly believe that bus staternents were made out of
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