
COMMONS
Foreiqun Policy

house suggesf thaf we should supineiy fclcw
flic poiicy cf the United Kingdcm. in any
matlers cf forcign ccncern. In fact the whole
confecence cf 1926 was the negatien cf that.
The Prime Minister said thece was a certain
class w-ho acceptcd any policy cf Great Britain,
rcgacdless cf what if miglit be. and foiicwed if
hlindly. Weli, 1 have net sec-m any people cf
tît sort in this cotintcy' . In that regard I
rctail a communication sent te me by the lafe
Sir Rober t Borden containing a letter which he
lîsci reî-eived froua the late Sic Austen Chamnber-
laie. If w as a vccv simple statement, but itemr-
bodies tire t ey view that I have expccssed so
pooclY. These tece thc wcccis, and they wece
Nvcitten in Febctîary, 1931:

If 1 allowed myseif a furtiier observation, it
wo iil he tîjis. As regards the lihecties and
lstîttus of thie Domninioin of Canada you have

aced î ail tijat --ou set eut te secître. u
ecur. îîîicy tiail twe sies thiie insl.isting, ou
the jone sie oit the rigiits cf Canada, you
ceusistentie ceupteil tltei witl the dluttes and
respîeîsibilities cîjlil tee inseparalile froni
tlie exercise cf tiiose rigljts.

Tîjaf again iý buit an expression on the part
oif a fereige seretar.v. te eue ttho had heen
pirime mini-dec cf titis toîtuf cev. cf the tlîcught
toijtaiîied je tîjose worîls 'frreily associateil as
iieihrs cf flic Ifrit -h Commoanwealth b

Nkionis."
I prclt l a -te'p fit' tlier. Tiit, fir-;t class

o pr-ui us i whilil re cern ce, ians heen ma de,
telo iii i' je Or tt-.r teoiild hliidly fellow,
any tA1ie vtit te I lit- tu niîrd Kingdomn.
iniil uit tii iý,îtiil tiot te he foiind in this
coj)ii- t-v: a ý lo:is if t hec are. I iat c nef
conite i re-" t houai. Tlti tht ce tt-a" tire
s~econdîi -< cf pc-r- ms te tvhem the Prime
Mini -ser cfcrîeîl tt-o ac.ceptcd Creýat: Britain's
poli(.e tt-hcn it tvas within the principies cf
the Lcagtîe cf Nations. I agree with whaf
ha" heu sj in that regar-d by the Pcime
M\inister. and I uc-ed net do more than
say thaf tehen it waý suggeed that because
ail flic dominions cf the British Empire and
India wcee wifh Grcat Brifain. uaembecs of
flic League cf -Nations. any action that
mighit be t îken iocking tow-acd ceeflitt was
action that cotîlî he taken only ttith the
appret-al of the league, and thecefore there
was noc fîîcthec noessitv foc cuc giving gceat
c-encore te oîîc inte-intpeciai relations, sitace
tlîey were ancrilsd goeerned by the provi-
siens cf fhe cevenant cf the league.

The tîtird class referced te was the class
that tteîtiî conscîlt and advise with Great
Britain through the govecements cf the
dominions anti thîts liope te be able te arrive
at a cuninin policy. W cli, I think that is
net an unseued view te take. I cannot but
think that je xiew cf what we said je 1926

[Mr. Bennett.]

it wteoîld be flic essence of sound common
senise that we. bY kindly sugIgestion an<1 by
îliýýrîîsion antecedent f0 evenfs, shouid arrive
at a cemmein policy with respect to matters
touching flhe life ifsclf of the British Cern-
monwxealth of Nations. I think, most people
hcýiev e thait possible and desirable.

Then as flic feurth ciass tlic Prime 'Min-
i-fer sugeeted those tehoe lee in the cern-
pie te netriy o Lf this countrY. That raises
ain iýsue at once, sir, of tremnendotis imrpoct.
The i te Sir W ilfrid Laurier regarded that
a-.,idt wîîrth ecen dis- uîi-ing: for he heid
thi t iew tliat, tlien any part cf the British
('oninmewe ilth cf ato-was at wac Canada
a-ij, teiý j: j w jr. Ile exire se that \ iew in
thi- hou-e je termis s clest' aiý te admit cf
ri po1 1(-l d ciiht. Ilot could this country
liei- j jral andî îeni iii f, -.,îcjjtjun wth
the ethler nieichr. cf the cemmeiinwealth cf
tiat iîun. Yot it is to tlhis frrc a--ociatien
tlmt tlic Prinme M-\ini-tcrý very propeiy cern-
tnt tfed ti-ý j-îîînti.v in 1926. It is te this
tli j t tuehr, i- gj o approv:i. It is this that
pili1i(i ii lji r:eeitC'. Ilcte -ir. (-Ditl(l you
h jt i an 'vtlîjui -îiwh as tie ueiîtraijî o' Canada
icil i fi-, e -- cîaintitît the otiier members

i j- wîjjtjthilh elihl jîjeltdes the

Tlien tlicr xvi"te fifîti ci i-s cf citizen
tii tlii-lj rufurinve wajs ii-ie. and f bt cfec-
ecue was -tînjmiie'l tip h)e the' sta :tmnt cf
t ic rjîi Mn-t thjt parli.me;at would

it Clu.. Il(, sai tli t ive te itlî kenep je touch

mu ' st etertujur the-ýe i--e If 'hie vicw
t.i:teii h- Sir Wilfrjîd Laurier was a seunnd

c< a i j tasa viw whichi xas accepted
hy constitution:îli-ts in cvery part cf flhe world
-then, sir, this parliament woîîld ie such
evnt ho dealing with a reality. net a thery.
Foc if war werc te cesuit by reason of dif-
ficulties hetteen any cf the other s--if-goen-
iig dominions or Great Britain and any other
part cf the world. thoen. as Sir Wilfrid poieted
eut. wc at-ýo wculd be at tear. and parliament
woiil bc ilealing with an actuality, flot a
theere.

Mc. LAPOINTE (Quebec East) :But he
said more than that.

Mr. BENNETT: Yes, much nacre than
that; but I am taikieg about what he said
in this connection.

Mr. LAPOINTE (Quebec East): But that
teas net the wholc sentence cf Sic Wilfrid
Laucier. He said, "but it does net follow
tîsat Canada will participate in any wac."

Mc. BE NNETT: 1 was just ccming te
that point, and I thank my right hec. fciend


