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Death of King George V

public service. Many of us stili vividly recaîl
the passing of Queen Victoria. Four ye.ars
before ber deatb she had celebrated the
diamond jubilee of ber accession to the tbrone.
Most of tbe generation of that day 'had known
no other sovereign. It saemad, at that moment,
as if the British throna would neyer again
have so reverad and illustrious a sovereign.
That was tbirty-five years ago. Since that
time the son and the grandson of Queen
Victoria have occupied the throne, and each
has left a memory revered, flot by British
peoples on-ly, but by ail men and nations.

The deatb of Queen Victoria occurred
betwean the dissolution in Canada of one
parliament and the convening of another. By
a rather remarkable coincidence, the first day
of the meeting of the new parliament aftar
the deathi of Queen Victoria-Canada's ninth
parliament-was, as bas bean the first' day of
this t.he eightaenth parliament, on the 6th
of February. Speaking, in 1901, as I am now
spaaking to the newly assembled members of
the House of Commons, the Right Ilonourable
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, refarring to the new king,
also Ed-ward by name, declared tbat ha who
was a ivise prince would be a wise king; that
the policies wbicb bad made the Britisb
empire so great under bis predecessor would
also be his policias, and that tbe reign of
King Edward VII would be simply a continua-
tion of the reign of Queen Victoria.

In expressing our feelings toward our new
king, I can think of no words more appropriate
than words similar to tbose used 'by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier in referance to Edward VII.
He wbo has been so baloved as a prince, will,
we believe, be beloved in even greater measure
as a king. We believe that the policies wbich
bave made for unity and friendship under bis
pradecassor will also ba bis policies, and tbat
the reign of King Edward VIII will be simply
a continuation of the reign of King George V.

In bis first public utterance as sovereign,
Edward VIII declared to bis privy council
that he was determined to follow in bis
fatber's footsteps in upholding constitutional
government, and in working for the bappiness
and welfara of ail classes of bis sublects. Thesa
words His Mai esty repeated in a message to
the British House of Gommons, written in bis
own hand, and wbicb contained, as well, a
reference to tbe manner in wbicb King George
was ever actua*ted by a profound sense of duty.

We did flot need to be tbus assured tbat it
would ha King Edward's determination to fol-
iow in the way bis fatber bad set before him.
Along more patbs than ona be bas already
followad in bis fatber's footstaps. Thare is
scarcaly a part of the lBritisb empire King
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Edward did flot visit during tbe years lie was
known t'o us aIl as the Prince of Walers. Bis
knowledge of tbe empire and its problems is
infinitely greatar than was tbat of King George
at the time he came ta tbe throne. Bis per-
sonal friendsbips witb bis subjects are vastly
more numerous. Be is no stranger to govern-
ment or mattars of state. Time and again ha
bas taken bis part as representative of tbe
crown on caremonial and other occasions, and
in ail parts of the world. Tbe British peopies
in differant parts of tbe world bad corne ta
look upon bim, in bis visits to foreign coun-
tries, as tbeir ambassador at large. King
Edward VIII cornes to the tbrone to-day witb
a wide knowledge of bis people and thair
problems.

Nor can tbere be any mistaking King
Edward's deep interest in social problems. or
bis desire for friendship with ail men and
nations. Ail who bave foilowed bis carear
know that be bas much at baart the condition
of tbose whose struggle is against poverty and
adversity. His visits to the industrial areas,
bis interest in tbe bhousing problem, bis desira
t0 rid tbe citias of Britain of tbeir slums, bis
advocacy of other forms of social bettermant
and social service, speak for tbemselves. Wbat
be saw of war in France and Flanders, and,
even more, wbat he knows of the legacies it
bas lef t, bave given hlm a passionate desire
for peace. To the interest and power mani-
fested in these directions as Prince of Wales
wvill now be added the autbority and prestige
of the tbrone.

It is not the new king's part in goverament,
s0 mucb as our own, that, it seems f0 me. calîs
for concern at this time. That King Edward
bias a profound sense of duty, and that lie
will upbold constitutional government. and
that at ail times be will bave uppermoat the
welfare and bappine8s of alI classes of bis
subjects, there is not the least doubt. It must
not be forgotten, bowever, tbat terrible as were
many of the years of King George's raign,
King Edward bas coma f0 the tbrone at wbat
may yet ha sean to be the most, critical and
difficuit period in the bistory of the world.

Constitutional government, wbila it places
great rasponsibilitias upon a soveraign, places
aven beaviar responsibilities upon bis advisers.
An ill-advised word, an error in judgment on
the part of thosa in autbority, may, in times
like the present. precipitate the. most ap-
palling of situations. King Edward bimself
bas foreseen this. Ha made it plain at the
moment ha was proclaimed king. Baving
givan bis pladge ta upbold constitutional gov-
ernimant, and ta work for the happiness and
walfare of aIl classes of bis subi ects, Bis


