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prairie provinces ani it ivas necessary frorn a
national standpoint to encourage the movemient
in every way possible. At that timie thiere w-as
very littie business and commercial travel
lietween the east and n'est.

Let me interject bore that this paragrapb
from the reply of the railways seems hardly
based on facts. These low rates to settiers
were in force before the war, wben bundreds
of tbnusands of ne'wcomers wore pouring i0
every year in numbers whieh have flot been
equalled since, and when activity in western
Canada was greater than bas been the case
since that time. These low rates made the
developmont of the west possible and I knnw
that a multitude of people, somo of whom
becamo mefibers of this bouse, took advan-
tage of those rates to mnve west where tbey
iounded prosperous communities and even
towns. The answer nf tbe railways continues:

As the settlcomient of the western provinces
progressed. bunsiness and commercial trave]
,.radually dce olopeid and the homeseekers' travel
froni eastern Canada steadily decreased. As
the legitimate use of the Lare gradually
diniislied, the' railwvays in order to, protcct
thoir intcrest against the advantage bcing taken
ot the' Lare by business and commercial trave]
gradually raised the charge.

I might remark bore that the need nf ro-
duced bomeseekers' faros bas not groatly
diminisbed, if we are to believe Mr. Beatty,
the president of the Canadian Pacifie Railway.
WVhen hie appeared before the committee on
agriculture and colonization last year hoe
stated that thore were 35,000,000 acres of gond
land ready to be taken up witbin fifteen miles
of the railway.s. The railways' answer con-
tinues *

The increase in homeseekers' Lares bas not
been detrimental in so far as settlement of the
wvest is concernied, isasmuch as the exceptionally
low liarvest help Lares authorized each year
mieet the requirements of the actual land seeker
from eastern Canada far better than the home-
seekers' excursion Lares, whicb is evidenced by
the Lact that for a number of years the
miajnrity nf those in eastern Canada who
desired to settle on the land in the west took
advantage of these special harvest help Lares.
This gives themi the advantages ni working for
farmers in the west and earning more than
enoughi to pay their passage fares both ways,
and those w ho decide to settle in the western
provinces arrange to niove their Lamilies at the
tiie of the next harvest excursion, when they
hiave their buildings and home under way and
ready to receive them.

The barvesters' excursions may do a little
,,ud, but thev occur at a soason ni the year
wbicb is not suitable for the establisbment of
a new bome. It is in the spring, flot on the
approach ni faîl and winter, wben a man wants
to do that. But we bad the experience last
year that barvesters' excursions could be cao-
celled at a moment's notice in order to try
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out sucb experimeots as tbe importation nf
out-oi-work British minera. These mon took
the place ni Canadian barvesters fromn the
east who were available in sufficient number
during this ]ast sumrmer to pcriormn the work
required to be done in the west. We hope
that this experiment will not be repeated for,
if we are to .iudge frirom the complaints wbicba
bave been made, it was ot a success. But
tboy sbould ho tbankiul for the free ride ai-
though thev lackod the nocossary oxperience
and training to bo successful barvestors. We
cannot blame tbem for tbat, because it takes
gonerations to make a succossiul farmner-
you cannot make a farmer from. a miner. At
tbe beginning ni the session tbe leader ni the
opposition (Mr. Bcnnett) stated that althougb
8,000 ni these miners came to Canada, only
about 1,600 remained aiter the barvest. 1
wvould like to correct those figures by a state-
ment wbich tbe Minister ni Immigration was
gond cnougb to send to me. According- to
tbat statomont a little more than 2,000 re-
mained in Canada, but we cannot find out bow
many remained on the iarm. I am inclincd
to think that many oi th-em spent the w inter
in the Wind.inr station in Montroal antd in
the st.ations at Winnipeg, Regina. Toronto.
and the' other hig citios oL Canada. The' De-
partment ni Immigration and Colonization
may say tbat the experiment did not cnst
Canada any money because the scheme did
not necessitate anZ special organization on
their part, but tbey certainly received a lot
ni bad publicity in England. The railways
]ost mioney on the oxperiment. 1 am not an
mucb concernied with the losses ni tbe Cao-
adian Pacifie Railway, but the losses ni the
Canadian National Railways were tbe nation's
bosses. Tbe railways concluded tbeir answer
as iollows:

Further, we are ni the opinion that present
tntitions in Canada aie sncb as to make it
inadvisable to unduly encourage removal ni
intividuals and families Lrom one province to
another. Ail provinces have vacant land and are
aiixiously endeavnuring to not on]y bold their
presont population bnt to secure new settlers.
Certain ni the provinces bave even feIt tbe
drain causedl by the harvesters' excursions and
have made protest against the arrangement.

Tbat is news to me, as wve bave had no
sncb protest in the east-not in Quehec, at
least. The answer continues.

Our recordîs inthicate that Lrom fifteen to
twenty per cent nf the harvesters wlio go west
eachi year do ot returu to tbe east and that
the' majority ni those whio do not return actu-
ally settie on the land.

After very careful consideration the railways
are strongly ')f the opinion that it would not
ho in the general interest to make any redite.
tion in the prescrit so-called "homeseekers'
Lares."'


