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matter was thorougbly discussed and other
people did nlot see just eye to eye with him,
he was very niucli annoyed and was going
to put the whole Bill to one side and stand
by the principle of clause 25. Then we find
hirn -coming down ln the House and moving
that titis be added as a subsection :

Provided. that no order for such connection
shahl ln any case be made or leave granted
when the company with which connection Ia
sought is operating a local telephone system In
the saine city, town or village or' a long dis-
tance sy3tem between the same hocalities as
the company seeking such connection, and, ln
the judgment of the board, is serving the pub-
lic ln an efficient nianner.

There is little difference between the
arndmeut proposed .by the lion. member
from South York (Mr. Maclean) and that
broughit down by the MînIster of Railways.
1 say ln al seriousness we have mnade soxue
very Important amndments ln the publie
iîiterests. We have brouglit down clauses
by which the tariff of telephone coxupanles
sitaîl be regulated. We are provided for
entrance luto the municîpalities, and 1 thInk
that we could well let titis matter stand for
the present and probably deal witb It next
session. Tîxe principie embodied ln thte mo-
tion of the Minister of Public Works (Mr.
Hyýman) is one which I think decIdedly
wrong. It amounts sirnply to the confis-
cation and destruction of the property of a
compauy whicb bas sipent an enorinous
ainount of rnoney ln developing Its business
in tls country.

Mr. CAMPBELL. ibe amendaient sub-
mitted 'by the Minister of Rallways Is lu thte
riglit direction. It la golng to be of great
advantage to the public by reason of the
independent companies getting connection
with. the trunk lUnes. Tixat whll not Injure
the Bell Company at ail because I belleve
titese truuk hunes are good paying properties
'and will be more payiug witen tbey have a
larger aumber of new subseribers. So that
instead of takIng away anythiug f-rom the
Bell Company, thte fact tbat you are giving
thera a large nuxuber o! new subscribers
wiUl make titeir long distance Ues better
paylng property. 1 thixlk therefore the gov-
erameut are doing well In submittlng the
amendaient now hbefore us, but 1 tblnk tbey
have not gone far enougit. 1 regret that
they (hid not see titeir way tO give us connec-
tioa .between these local companles. Lecan-
not see -wiat objection there can be to that.
I cannot understand aIl titis bedgiug and
twisting and turning andi defining as though
the i.uterests of thte Bell Tehephone, offipIny
were the only ones we have to consîder. We
a.re not consldering the Bell or any other
comipany. What we are bere for ls to look
after the interesta of the people and.put on
our statutes sucli legisiation as wIll give
theai greater ndvantage. On any man say
that If these companles were compelled to

connect, the one wltb thte otiter, that thte
Bell Telephone Company would not be be t-
ter served ? This connection would certain-
ly be a great convenience to thte people. It
would ensure thie= a cheaper service and ln
every way be to thelr advantage. Titis Bill
went titrougit the Commlttee of the Wbole.
That coninittee recom-mended it and it was
.prlnted, and ln It titere is a provision titat
the Board of Rallway Commîssioners ay
order titat ail these companies shahl connect
the one with the other. In many towns in
Outario there are two companies. Busi-
-ness mnen and professional men and others
are therefore obllged to have two telephones
la their bouses or offices and pay two rates.

Now, would It not be better-and wby
should lt not be doue ?-if titese companies
were compelled to join their Unes, s0 that,
instead o! having two telephones a person
need bave only one ? Nothing Is taken from
the Bell Telephone Company lu that way.
If a saml company witb fi! ty telephones
seeks connection wltb the Bell Comnpany
ivitit 500 telepitones, thte Board of Commis-
sioners will certainly make tbe telams on
wbicit connection sitall be granted such'tbat
there will be a due return to tbe company
itaving the 500 subscrlbers, aud no more titan
a due returu to tbe one itaving 50 subscri-
bers. In the couuty I have thte bonour to
represent there la au independent telephone
company itaving 120 telephones. In the
same district the Bell *Company bas ouly 25
telephones. If, a connection were made
between the two surely it would be to tbe
advantage o! the Bell to make connection
with 120 subscribers.

Mr. CONMEE. How mucit does the Inde-
p~endent company cbarge ?

Mr. CAMPBELL. It will make no differ-
ence, because titat is ail the board adjusts
tbe connection charges, so- tiat no injustice
la doue to eltiter company. But thte prin-
cipal object la gained, and that la the couve-
nience and advantage o! thte public. To se-
cure titis ail that needs to be done la to
pass tbe Bill as it passed ln Committee o!
the Witole before, and leave titis matter to
tiie Board of Railwmy Commissioners. 0f
course, If tbe governaient inslst on titis
amendaient, I suppose It will go titrougit.
But 1 can tell tbe government that
they wlll have to corne to it, for public
opinion ln titis country will not stand
for tite refusal of titese companies
to afford connection witit their Unes.
The advocmtes of thte Bell Telepitone Com-
pany may talk until tbey are black ln the
face, but tite people of titis country whll nlot
allow tbe Bell Company, titis great mono-
poly titat bas grown ricit at the expeuse o!
thte people, to refuse connection witit titeir
hunes. Tite tume wlll corne, and corne very
soon, whien thte people will have titeir own
way ln titis natter. If thte goveranent ln-
sist on titis amendment, I tbiuk they wll
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