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needful, in order to avert their own death here, and thus
they had become disqualified for sound judgment.

An hon. MEMBER. That is your opinion ?

Mr. BLAKE, Thbat ismy opinion. In this connection I
desire to say 8 word, and a word only, with reference to a
charge highly calculated, if trne, to increase the guilt, so
far as he was morally responsible, of Riel. I refer to the
charge of venality, I have already read that portion of the
evidence of Nolin whick shows the purpose to which this
man stated he would apply the money which he was about
to get from the Government—that he would apply it in
starting a newspaper and in raising other nationalities in the
States, and in effecting the prosecution of his designs. 1
say that however plainly that may appear to be a violent,
a wicked, or a mad sentiment, it is utterly inconsistent
with the charge of venality; it shows that this was the mode
whioh, in his disordered mind, he thought would be most
efficacious in order to accomplish the design for his people
and for himself, as part of his people, which he entertained.
But the very circumstance that he made that statement to
Nolin to my mind proves that it is impossible that he could
have made the proposal for a venal purpose. I know per-
fectly the prejudices which exist. I know how many men
would like to ease their conrciences by saying: Oh, this was
a base, and venal man, Bat it would be an act of
bumiliating cowardice on the part of one who has
formed another conclusion on this subject, to bend to such
prejudices, and to allow a name which must ever be
deeply clouded and stained, to receive another cloud or stain
which he, at any rate, in my judgment, does not deserve, But
o will add this, that T had expected to hear -ere now from
an hon. gentleman who was very intimately associated with
Louis Riel, who worked together with Louis Riel in the
North-West, his appreciation of that portion of the case. I
have been told a story—I was told it by one who knew—on
this subject, When the first intelligence came, that he had
asked the Government for money, that he was going to sell
the cause, “ Well,” I said, “this is a most extraordinary
thing; it entirely alters the whole complexion of the case.”
“ Oh, do not believe it,” said this gentleman who knew.
“Well,” I said, I have every reason to believe that he has
asked for the money.” * Yes, that is quite possible, he is
qnite convinced he has a claim, but depend upon it, I know
that it is impossible that he can have asked for money to
deceive or to betray his people, or that he would betray their
cause, I know all the events which occurred when he was
in.the provisional government, I know that at the time
when he was in power there in 1869-70, when he had the
resources of the Hudson Bay Company at his command, his
own family was in a state of destitution, living down at
their place, and he would not allow any portion of what he
called public property to be sent to them at all, even to
keep them in life, and that same provisional council was
oblived secretly to send down a bag of flour or something of
that kind to his mother, who had the charge of the family,
in order to keep them alive.”

An hon. MEMBER. Too thin.

Mr. BLAKE. Somebody says that is too thin, I refer
the hon, gentleman to the hon, member for Provencher
(Mr. Royal) on that subject. Now, Sir, with reference to
the question of the Irdian warfare. I think that if there
was one thing above another that nerved us the very instant
we hcard of this rising, to press on the Administration in
every way we could, to take all the steps which they with
their greater knowledge of the conditions up there might
themselves deem necessary, and not to make a single sug
gestion that they were doing too much, it was the possi-
bility of an Indian rising, the thought which immediately
engaged us all was that there could not be a rising created
by Riel and the half-breeds without imminent danger of an

Indian rising, and the oconviction thali we owed it to
ourselves and to our humanity, to the isolated settlers
all through that conntry to take very large steps, to
make very great preparations that if possible, we
might anticipate, at any rate minimise, the terrible
results that might flow from that rising. No man felt,
no man feels, more strongly thun myself, the dangers,
the difficulties, and the probabilities of an Indian
warfare, and therefore I am quite prepared to agree that if
you are dealing with a man of perfectly sound intellect,
this would be very important as imputing a very much
deeper dye to the crime he was comm tting. Bat, Sir, I
may say that I do not think that hon. gentlemen
are entitled to rest the whole burden of this
case upon that fact. In the first place we are
to remember that the man himself was & half-breed, that
he was partly of Indian blood, that those who were with
him were half breeds, that it was more natural, in faoct, in
view of 8o large a part of their, though not of his, training,
that that warfare should be adopted. In the second place,
we can hardly hold our heads high with reference to this
quostion of Indian warfare. Why, you remember the great
fight between Wolfe and Montoalm at Quebec, and you
remember the monvment which celebrates that event, and
in which their names are joined. But Montcalm had
amongst his forces a thousand Indian warriors, and an
Indian warfare wis going on in connection with these
events. In the other part of the Province at the very same
time the English were using the Indians in warfare; the
Americans had used them in warfare. Why, Sir, it is but
a few years ago that, at the instance of my hon, friend trom
Brant, we voted $5,000 towards a monument to Joseph Brant,
I suppose we all know tomething of the history of Joseph
Brant, and what a remarkable man he was. But to the end of
his life Joseph Brant defended, with his enlightened Christian
views, the Indian system of warfare as, for their circum-
stances and under their circumstances, proper and neceseary,
barring the question of torture, as to which, I am glad to
say, he took an entirely different view, a8 many remark-
able persons among the Indians have done, from the ordi-
nary line. So with reference to Tecumseh, & name, per-
haps, hardly inferior to that of Joseph Brant. 8o, that
while we honor and refer to those persons, we cannot alto-
gether forget this past in the present. Nor need we go 8o
very far back. Why, in the Lower Cunadian rebellion
there is a most interesting account of the feats of the
Indians of (aughnawaga, who captured some 60 or 70
insurgents, but they were on the loyal side, and therefore it
was a proper act. In the course of 1869-70, when Lieut.«
Ool. Dennis, as conservator of the peace, went into Manitoba
and proposed o raise forces, he raised an Indian force.
There were 50 Indians under Chief Prince enrolled as part
of his forces, and they were doing garrison duty, which
was all, fortunately, they were called upon to do at the
time. The Government very propeily disapproved of it,
and they stopped it. They wore thoroughly alive to the
dangers and the improprieties of it. But it was nota
crime of so deepa dyo to engage the Indians and thus
to create & great probability of an Indian warfare,
as to prevent the late Lieut.-Col. Dennis from being

raised immediately afterwards in the public service
by those gentlemen, and being promoted in that
gervice, and romaining in it until he was soperan-

puated. Now, Sir, referring to another point, to the question
of the old offence. 1t is said by the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, and has been said very loudly, that my attitude on
ihat subject entirely precludes mo from condemuing this
execution. Well, with reference to the old offence.
We must remember thut there was & geperal amnesty
awarded by the Government by proclamation, on their res-
ponsibility, covering not that particular offence, but covering

all the political offences and disturbances, That amnesty



