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The Secretary of State for External Affairs announced today that
600 tons of wheat flour are being shipped at once for the relief of
refugees in the iiddle Eust. This shipment, vhich is in response to a
resolution of the Genersl Asgsembly of the United Nations, will be followed
by approxinately 50,000 cases of canned fish and 50,000 buchels of white
beans. Mr. Stanton Griffigs, Director of the United Nations Relief for
Palestine Refugees, hce "ccknowledged :rith deep gratitude" the Canadien
Governnzantt's offer of vheat flowr, fish and beans.

An estimated number of 700,000 refugees, both Arcbs cnd Jews,
have been driven from their homes in Pzlestine. Most of them cre women,
children cnd old people znd are row living in the edjoining states of
Lebzonon, Transjordan, Syrizc cnd Egypt. People in these stotes hove done
o remarkabls job of gheltering, clothing ond feeding the refugees, but
they cre now necr the end of their resources cnd connot corry on unless
they receive outside help. Trensjordon clone, vwith o settled populction
of less than 200,000, is now attempting to ccre for an estincted 100,000
refugeec.

To 1llustrzote existing conditions in these Middle Ecst countries,
Mr. Pearson quoted from o press despatch:

"Children cre scid to be dying of mecsles in considercble
nunbers. There is nothing particulerly virulent about the
metsles epldemic itself but the children cre so weskened by prneu-
nonia cnd dysentery thot they cre uncble to resist the diseccel "

In Noveober the Generzl Assembly of the United Notions passed o
resolution asking member countries to contribute money, goods and services
" to ¢ total of $32 million, in order to keep the refugeces wntil the next
food crop in the Middle Eact becomes aveilcoble in August, 1949. Sone
comtries have clrerdy mode gifts of tents, medicines or clothing, hccording
to what ecch can offer,

Mr. Pearson s~id that in Conada there are surplus suppliecs of
severcl kinds of foodstuffs for vhich no commercicl morket exists, znd
crrangements ore being made through the various Commodity Prices Support
Boords to donate some of thesc foodstuffs to the United Nations Director for
the Relief of Palestine Refugees.

Severcl months . ago the Canadicn Government doncted about &

quarter of o million dollere tworth of such supplies to the Conadian Red
Cross Society for relief purposes in the Kiddle Ecust.
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