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"Grbavica, Bosnia-Herzegovina: A lock of Sudeta Mehanovic's hair was stuck to the
ceiling of her apartment. Blood was its glue. Blood in the pattern of roses also splatteredthe wall around a chair where the 65-year-old woman spent her last hours, screaming forhelp. Somebody shot her in the head at close range last Tuesday nîght after spendingseveral hours beating her to a point somewhere between life and death, andi ransacking
the place.

Horrible murders can happen in any urban area. But Mrs. Mehanovic's killing is beingseen in a larger context: as a symbol of the failure, thus far, of a UN police force and theNATO-leci peace mission in Bosnia ta provide security as Serb-held suburbs of Sarajevorevert to Serb police. NATO spokesman insisted there is nothing their formidably armedunits around Sarajevo can do ta protect people like Mrs. Mehanovic. The North AtlanticTreaty Organisation is flot a police force, the spokesmen say.

Officers from the UNj International Police Task Force, which has 41 men from eightcountries in Grbavica, say they can do littie to stop the tide of violence. They have corneta Bosnia without weapons and without a mandate ta haIt crime, only ta observe andmonitor it.

In Grbavica, the soie station for the intemnational poli ce is on a hilI nealy a mile outside oftown, and most people do not have cars. Officers there Friclay said they did flot hear Mrs.Mehanovic's screams. Nor does the station have any working telephones. Besides, thecofficers said, they do not go out at night. lt's dangerous out there, one said."
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,The preceding quote illustrates the failure of the UN «Peaoekeeping" force to
be able to protect the citizenry in a post conflict situation.

,_There needs to be a re-implementation of communications, andi, more

of Lester


