
2.. Legal Mechanisms to Combat Corruption

Several participants, including Best, Dough Breithaupt (Crùninal Law Policy Section,
ment of Justice) and Keith Morrili (Criminal Law, Privileges and Inimunities Section,
') addressed legal instruments for combatting corruption. They include:

The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD): Convention on
Combatting Bribery of Foreign Public Officiais in International Business Transactions
(February 15, 1999). The OECD Convention is focussed, connected to international trade
issues, and includes a robust follow-up mechanism.

The Organisation of American States (OAS): Inter-American Convention Against
Corruption. The OAS Convention is much broader than the OECD Convention and deals
with issues beyond criniinal law (including best practices). One of the shortcomings of
the OAS Convention is that it lacks a strong follow-up mechanism.

The United Nations: Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime. The UN
Convention is the most recent attempt to address corruption. Lt remains to be determnined
whether the UN instrument should be a convention (treaty) or a resolution/declaration.
The scope of the instrument is also largely undetermined.'

The Council of Europe: Criminal Law Convention on Corruption. The Council of Europe
Convention is a detailed. broad and well written document. Lt is aimed at members of the


