‘BIG RUN ON CANADIAN COINS

A tremendous upswing in the demand for coins
over the past four years is taxing the production
facilities of the Royal Canadian Mint in Ottawa,
according to.Mr, Norval A, Parker, Master of the Mint.

In. an article entitled ‘“Why. Lights Bum Late at
The Royal Canadian Mint’’,” Mr. Parker says that
. automatic - vending machines,  patking meters .and
other coin-operated machines ate among the factors
that have «created “‘an almost insatiable national
appetite for coins”. He also cites the introduction of

the sales tax, the growing popularity of coin collect- -

ing and the natural increase in the population as
reasons why Canadian coin production has almost
quadrupled since 1959,

In 1963, the Royal Canadian Mint issued 398,-
000,000 coins, 45,000,000 more than the previous
year and 156,000,000 more than in 1961. Normal
production, before 1959 was considered to be about
114,000,000 pieces.

“To achieve the new production records set in
each of the past four yeats, the Mint has operated
on schedules ranging from 13 hours a day to around
the clock,” Mr. Parker writes. ‘““We have put just
about every bit of floor space to productive use. And
we have installed modern, high-speed blanking and
machining presses to help us to keep pace with
increased demands.’’

Times have changed from Canada’s early days,
when there was very little demand for coins. At one
time, what was accepted as a medium of exchange
included everything from Indian wampum to playing
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cards, and from Spanish ‘“‘pieces ot eight’’ 'toFrench
sols (copper pennies),

Canadian coinage in 1963, according to Mr,
Parket, consumed 367 tons of sxlver, 1,068 tons of
copper, 220 tons of nickel and 20 tons of zinc and tin.
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CANADIAN TO ILO EXECUTIVE

Mr. George V. Haythorne, Deputy-Minister of
Labour, who has been Canadian government repre-
sentative on the Governing Body of the International
Labour Organization since 1956, has been unanimously
elected chairman of the ILO Governing Body: for one
year. Dr. Haythome was head of the Canadian dele-
gation at the International Labour Conference that
ended recently in Geneva.

Canada has partxclpated actively in the work of
the ILO since its founding in 1919, This is the third
time that a Canadian has been honoured by election
to the chaimmanship.

Dr. Haythome, who came to the Department of
‘Labour in 1943, served from 1948 to 1953 as director
of the Economic and Research Branch. He was ap-
pointed Assistant Deputy-Minister of Labour in 1953
and Deputy-Minister in 1961, Since the war he has
taken part in many ILO conferenées and meetings and
has been chairman of several ILO committees, in-
cluding the Committee of Experts on Productivity
in 1952 ‘and a ‘committee on the  amendment ‘of the
I'LO constitution at the recent:conférence.

Thete ‘are a number of Canadians among the more .

than 700 ILO experts engaged ontechnical-assistance
projects in the developing countties of the -world:
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