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The Convention will also promote mine clearance and victim
assistance to mine victims thereby contributing significantly
to our African renaissance efforts," said South Africa's
Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo.

One hundred and twenty-two states signed the Convention
when it first opened for signature last December. There are
now 131 signatories and, compared to many other treaties,
the pace of ratification has been very rapid, signalling the
continued strong international political and public
momentum behind the ban.

Countries that have ratified the ban are: Andorra, Austria,
Bahamas, Belize, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Canada, Croatia,
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Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany,
Grenada, The Holy See, Hungary, Ireland, Jamaica, Malawi,
Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Mozambique, Niue, Norway, Peru,
Samoa, San Marino, South Africa, Switzerland, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkmenistan, the United Kingdom, Yemen and
Zimbabwe.

Entry-into-force will also lead to the First Meeting of the
States Parties, expected in mid-1999. At that meeting,
countries that are party to the Convention will gather to
review progress to date in implementing the Convention and
set new goals for increased international co-operation to
meet the humanitarian challenges of AP mines.

The four Ministers called upon all countries to join them in
becoming States Parties to the Convention and pledged to
work together to promote effective global mine action. @

Denmark, D_]lbollll, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, the Former
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Bosnia: Integrated Mine Action

Canada has earmarked $10 million for a five-year
program to address the humanitarian impact of

landmines in Bosnia. Landmines
remain a pernicious obstacle to
economic recovery, refugee
resettlement and stability for
victims of the war. Despite our
relatively large contribution, the
magnitude of the landmine
problem is such that Canada
cannot make a decisive impact
without the support of other
donors. For this reason, we are
working closely with Norway
and Austria in Bosnia, and hope
to co-operate with other
countries where possible.

Bosnia is a unique operating
environment for Canada.
Approximately 900 local
deminers are trained in
humanitarian standards of mine
clearance, but only a small

portion are active at any given time, despite the various
demining organizations operating in the country.

With the recent signature of a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Entity Armed Forces and the

Canada attaches a high priority to
stockpile destruction and is
looking to develop, with other
partners, a consortia approach to
address the stockpile issue in a
range of countries around the
world. With tens of millions of
anti-personnel (AP) mines in the
global stockpile, the cost of
destroying mines on the shelf is
low, compared to the cost

of clearing mines out of

the ground which can be over
$1 000 per mine.
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Bosnia Herzegovina Mine Action Centre (BHMAC),
450 indigenous military deminers have agreed to work

to the humanitarian standards of
the United Nations in priority
areas designated by the BHMAC.

To accommodate the unique
needs and capacities in Bosnia,
Canada has developed an
integrated, horizontal mine action
program. It relies upon existing
resources using the respective
strengths of the BHMAC,
Stabilization Force (SFOR), and
Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) to ensure maximum
effectiveness and coherence.

It also supports activities

across the spectrum of mine
action, from mine awareness

to surveying, quality

assurance, mine clearance

and rehabilitation of victims.

The ultimate goal of the program

is to assist Bosnia in developing and maintaining an
independent capacity to address the landmine problem
over the long term. t@
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| StockpileDestfﬁ&ion:
Destroying Mines Before They Reach the Ground

The destruction of stockpiled

AP mines is also an obligation
for signatories under Article 4 of
the Ottawa Convention. Further,
State Parties in a position to do so
are obliged in Article 6 to provide
assistance for the destruction of
stockpiles.

Canada believes that, with a
partnership of donors and a clear
willingness on the part of the state
possessing the stockpile, stockpiles
can effectively be destroyed before
they reach the ground.

Canadian assistance for
stockpile destruction will be linked
to a commitment from the state
holding the stockpile to adhere
to the terms of the Ottawa
Convention by signing and
eventually ratifying the
Convention.

Canada has already initiated
discussions with the Ukraine

on stockpile destruction and
possible Canadian assistance. l@
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