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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Telephone density in Bangalore is 3 per 100 persons.
Although this is low compared to Bombay (7.2 per 100)
and Delhi (8.4 per 100), the nuxuber of telephone fines in
the city lias doubled ini the last decade.

Despite being a manufacturing base for telecomxnunication
products, Bangalore has a large waiting list for new
connections, lu 1992, there were more than 100,000
applicants on the waiting list, however, there are faster
ways to get a new connection including the 'Tat Kaal'
(immediate) plan, which is the fastest. Depending on the
location, under this plan new connections take from 1
week to 2 months once an official premium of INR
30,000 is paid.

Private sector participation in power generation, which
was approved under recent Indian economic reforms,
should improve the situation. The State government lias
encouraged private companies, including overseas
corporations, to participate.

Recently, Karnataka signed an agreement with Cogentrix
for a 1000 MW power project at Mangalore and five more
power projects are at an advanced stage of negotiation.
Within the next five years, if these power projects are
completed, the State expects to have approximately 9000
MW instaled capacity. Karnataka, will then be more or less
self-sufficient with respect to its power requirenients.

The river Cauvery, about 80 Km. froni Bangalore, is the
chief source of water for the city, but the supply source,
pumping capacity and pipelines are currently under strain.
This, coupled with an inadequate water distribution
system, has resulted ini water shortages. Private water is
available by truck, graded by usage, and the municipality
also supplies potable water.

Karnataka State lias a number of inc
developed under the aegis of the Ka
Areas Development Board (KIADB'


