
accumulate, on the top of the. puip la coliected as concentrates-

whIch average* &round 30% copper. Thon, the copper concentrates

undergoes Smeltâng and refIning Co make copper cathodes lik. wuhat
la bolng dons by PASA 1 3).

Geld la aise mmced In the. sameé way as copper--elthier by
un4ergretand or opeii-plt operat ions. The, alight ditfeorence lies in

*th. îciiiinu stage. It employs an addltional proce called
*cynanidatlon In Clold recovery. illver la alto mined from, gold and
coppèr ores. Conaequently, It la rcovered as a bylco-product ef'

gold and copper.

Chrgmlte inlng la siailar with tuat of th. others. Jtà
cencentrates are rtâovered using thie. gravIty concenîtration
a.thod. Nickel la mJned and bénofIciat.d <siz2ing and deying>.
Ther.after, they art ahipped as ores mince tiie. ceuntry's only
nickel refin.ry hI' Nonoc iwas shut down.

*Cost Structure

i4Ining la a raw material Intensive actIvity. Zn 'a lasser
degre., It Io alto ei'ergy Intensive depending on the. type of
minerali that la produced, What ls very evîdent, *thoughi a that
mInIng and mIlIng coati comprised the bulk of total production
costo--ahout .50%«of the. total In 1985.

WIth regard to copper-oprat>ons, 31% of the unit coat of
production w~ent te fuels and utUlitIes. Thais l net' surprIsin;
mince msat surface mines are' Iiihly- mechanlad using pow~er
siievela and. duzip trucks. Bes1des, $he'mIllIn process of copper
le known te b. energy Intensive. ]8mw materials and supplies
coMpriae4 26% of total production coati. This Includes chemicals,


