
I. THE COUNTR Y

lbe Philippines le an archipelago comprising approximately
7,10 GOislands covering a combined area of 300,439 square
kilometers. Luzon, located in the north, le the Iargest island
oft1h. chain and the most dsnsely populated. The Visayas
Islandes in the conter of the group and the lelanci of
Mindanao located in the south have smaller populations.
Manîla is th. national capital and th. seat of the govemn-
ment of the Philippines. Regional centers of importance
include Bacolod, Iloilo and Cebu City in the Visayas; Iligan,
Cotabato and Davao in Mindanao.

History and Government
Th. first European to vAist the F
Maaellan who arrived in 1521."


