APPENDIX A

' NOTES ON, AND EXTRACTS FROM:

VIGANDER, Haakon, "Mutual Revision of History Textbooks in the Nordic
Countries", UNESCO/ED/78, Paris, 15 July 1950 (36 pages)

The Norden Associations were set upftd take anqinterest in the mutual
heritage ofvfhe Scandinavian countries, Their appfoach ﬁo textbookvimpfove-
ment was based on threefcomﬁonly accepted principles - namely, that it should
be intefnational, mutual; and positive as ﬁell as negétivé. ‘Most of the
successvhas been achieved in the field of history, with some beginnings made
in geoéraphy and li;erature.. |

A Joint Committee for History Teaching was appointed in 1933 with a
couple of members from each count?y. These two mgmbers have usually been
‘the Chairman ahdASecretéry of the Commission of Experts in each countfy,
‘with the Chairman usually beingva university proféssor of history, and the
Secrefary being a §econdary school history téacher. The Commission of
Experts undertook the folléwing tasks:

(1)‘ Following up in their owﬁ countries the editing of history text-
books concerned wiﬁh:Nordic,history, and trying fo make these books conform
with the principles’that each sﬁould give considerable information about
neighbquring countries and that eéch should avoid statements likely to give
offense to other peoples. | |

(2) Examining and reporting to the Joint Coﬁmittee on all te#tbooks
sent to them by'official bodies, by other Commissiéns of Expér;s,.or Ey '
éublishers and authors. | |

(3)-'Ték1ng any other neéessary steps on their own initiative,

Expenses have been borne by the Norden Association in ihé‘country

concerned.




