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the lion. Edward Wthalen, suggestixîg improvements iu îny style
of composition. 1 had a strong desire to own a newspaper my-
self, but could neyer see how thiat could be brouglit about. 1
lîad also considerable doubts about iny ability to ruu on1e, but
thought that 1 would like to try.

Fîially the wvay xvas openied to nie. I one day reeived a
letter froin Mr. H. A. Harvey, offeriîîg nie the plant of The
North Star at a pretty reasouable figure. It was probably the
worst paper 1 could buy with the hiope of uîaking the venture
successful. The «North Star was started by Mr. John Ross for
the avowed purpose of advocatîng anuexation to the United
States, and its patrons, and subseribers m-ere largely people whose
sympathies rau in that direction. MN, feelings rau iu the dirc-
tion of Confederation with Canada. 1 was led to take this view
because it appeared to mue that iii no other way could the remît-
paying farniers of the Island be tranisformed into freehiolders.
Beside, confederation was attainable ;aimnexation wvas not. But
I knew thiat the moment 1 announced Ify views 1 wotil( lose
many of its subscribers and mueh of the paper's former patronage.
My prediction turned out to be correct. So 1 went to iny mother
as I always did w'heu I was uudecided and perplexcd over any
question, aud 1 laid the proposition before lier. Her reply was
characteristie: Why, yes, Abercroumbie oughit to have a paper
of his own. If I were you I would buy." Ou the strength of
this advlce I weut to the city next day and elosed the bargaiu,
and so I became the proprietor of a uewspaper.

Up to, this tiîne I had a very vague idea of newspaper work.
I scarcely knew the naine of a thiug iii a printîig office. I did
not know lmow to read proof. I knew there was to be a part of
the paper devoted to news, a part to selections, a part to adver-
tisemeuts, a part to correspomîdence and a part to editorials. It
was a big venture for me to take, especially as I had ail my ill
property on biaud, and it seventeen miles froru the city. But 1
determined flot to give up the milîs until I saw how the news-
paper venture would turn ont. At first the paper did flot pay
expenses. Many people threw it up when its policy was changed ;
few people advertised lu it because they thought it wouldn't
last many months, and nobody caine to it with news because they


