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factorily. The night was dark and cold, with rain and snow.
The automobile was an open roadster. Instead of contenting
themselves with a trip upon the city streets, they headed for
the country, along the Dundas road for some distance, turning
south and reaching the Lake Shore road near Port Credit.
Some time was spent in making adjustments to the carburetor,
and finally in cleaning it out, as it became clogeed with sand.
In the result, they were at the Rifle Ranges near Port Credit at
11.30 p.m. This hour is fixed by two reliable witnesses, and is
admitted by Gilmore. :

The next thing known definitely is that at 1.40 a.m. the car
was standing upon the Golf Club crossing of the Grand Trunk
Railway, about half a mile from where it was two hours before.
The car was then struck by a Grand Trunk freight train and
destroyed. The train officials state that there were no lights
upon the automobile at the time.

Gilmore can give no satisfactory account of what took place
in these two hours. His efforts to excuse himself, and his version
of the affair, are unworthy of belief. Both he and Cochrane
stayed at the Port Credit station till morning, when they re-
turned to town, and immediately a claim was made under the
policy in question. Each gave to the insurance company a defin-
ite statement of what had taken place.

It should be mentioned that Gilmore had bought this car
as a second-hand automobile in the previous July, for $900,
paying $100 down, the balance secured by a note. He bought
it as a speculation, expecting to sell it easily at an advance, but
his expectations had not been realised. For two months prior
to November, he had been using the ear in his business and for
pleasure, and had had some difficulty in its operation. He had
insured it against accident for $1,200, and admits that he was
under the impression, until after the night in question, that, on
the happening of an accident resulting in total destruction, he
could collect $1,200 from the company.

The company paid $800 as being the value of the car; pay-
ment being made on the 26th November, 1913. Cochrane
claimed $300 from Gilmore, and Gilmore refused to pay this.
In the result, Cochrane informed the company that the ear had
been intentionally destroyed. Gilmore on his part laid an in-
formation against Cochrane for endeavouring to extort money
by threats. This charge was tried at the sessions, and the jury
disagreed. Cochrane now tells a story shewing that the ecar
was deliberately destroyed by Gilmore.



