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TOWN PLANNING THÂT PAYS.- (Confinued)
alse that sorne of yeur best preperty lias been cut up and
ruined, and your main street blocked and diverted, you
become both sadder and wiser, but know there ls nothing
te de but grin and bear It, since the location of a railwaY
le deerned to be as fixed and unalterable as the laws of
the Medes and Persians.

The same way too witli our factories, we are ail s0 glad
te get one good factory te locate in our midst, that we

.rare ready te give tlie shirt off our back. But the factories
are by no means an unmixed blessing, and unless they are
meet carefully and properly lecated- we soort find they
will damage and depreciate the. value of adjoining preper-
ty, necessitate heavier paving, more extensive water and
sewerage services, and altogether cause more trouble and
experise than tliey are werth.

Some of these notions and customs we would do well to
get rid of are unfertunately backed and enjoined by legis-
lative authority, and otliers tlirough waiit of legisiative
contrel over indivIdual license are suffered te becorne a
public menace and abuse.

The law of the Province of Quebec for Instance pre-
scribe a minimum street widtli of 66 feet within an In-
cerporated tewn. tliereby lecking the stable after the herse
is stelen, for most of the darnage bas been don. as a vill-
age.' before the incorporation tbek place. Tlie main
tlioreuighfares are entirely tee narrew and champ-
ed, whilst the new side streets are cornpelled te b. of un-
necessary and extravagant widtli. We have plenty of
land in Canada, it is true, and dont need te b. toe skirnpy
about It, but we have net enougli pioney for uanecessary
paving, and whea added te the cost ef neediess land cernes
the ceet of superfluous paving and maintenance, It is easy
te se. where the rnoney gees and why ether needful im-
provements are shelved.

And wlien We cerne te think of it this wIdtli of 66 feet
is about as bad a selection as could b. made, fer It la tee
narrow fer any street witli a double track car Uin,., and
muci tee wide fer any purely residential street. W.
understand this enactrnent was made Just after the great
fire at St. Sauveur, Quebec, and was principally designed
as a preventative of the spreading of f ire and if that werï.
se it certainly was the. cestlie.3t that ever visited
thii, Province, and the people ln every part of It are paying
fer it te this day, when thie sarne resuit could have been.
just as effectually and eveir se mucli more clieaply met
by ke.ping the building. lin. ten, fifteen or twenty tet
back from the. street Uine.

It miglit pessibly be urged that it Is i. geod thing te
keep aUl the. streets wide enough in case any ef tliern miglit
develop Inte a main therouglifare, and thus save thie ex-
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and ln the North West where the layout Is ln sectional
squares, they are deserting the land out of sheer lonesome-
ness and hyking after the bright lights and glamour of
the larger towns and cities. But It is less fortunate when
these long strips corne to be sub-divided and laid off to
suit the requirements of a town more especially accord-
Ing to is trend of traffie, for we usually flnd they are
Iying ln the opposite way from what would be rnest suit-
able. But Mr, Landowner does'nt bother about a little
thIng like that, and lie engages bie surveyor at the smallest
price per lot to sub-divide his land to suit the farma bound-
ary Unes, with absolute disregard of adjoinIng properties
and streets, and the new settler and the municipaljty are
left tn wallow ln the mess or fight it out between themn as
best they may. 0f course, It must nlot b. forgotten
that the original proprietor saved a few hundred dollars,
but ln the end It Is the municipalities and the people Who
have te pay thousands for every dollar he saved.

The municipalties of the Dominion of Canada should
neyer be content tilI they have the layout of their streets
and sub-divisions eiitirely In 'their own hands. It Is Im-
portant to have suçh control but It must be exercised
intelligently, and not asat present where some of them
have the power. to b. allowed to remain, as a dead letter.

0f course the easiest and cheapest way to lay out a
sub-division is by straight Uines croIssing one anether, no
matter whetlier It fits the ground or nlot while the lkellest
direction or volume of traffic is neyer even considered. 1
hardly need anY that ivhen street traffic bas to travel
aleng the twe short sides of a triangle Instead of by the
one long slde It adds nearly one third to the cost of that
tramei, and wlien the question of grade» is taken into ac-
count ît moGunts up te considerably over one third what
it should do.

just imagine for a moment wliat that means te a city
11ke Montreal, and that this la going on every year, and
every day of thie year, heaping up by hu'ndr4 alid theus-
ands of dollars till it reaches millions, and the total debt
of the City of Montreal beginm to look srnaîî ln comparisen.
So we can see that wliat was cheap at the begInning may
easily prove a rnighty costly thing ln the end, enly it rnakei
a big diffel'ence wio~ lha to alieulder the burden, and this
time lt is the mneek patient and long suffering public.

I have said that Town Planning is Just Plain ordinary
iierse sense, and I meurt it, and would 111<. te lay special
emphasis on the word "hors." When you see a herse
dragging a heavy load ujp a hil. yen1 will notice that If
lett te Itself It will naturally assume a zig-zag path, it
wîîl try te tahke the. h)ll on the bias within the available
lirnits, ln. ldntreal w. den't do anything like that, we are
tee clever, and se when we se. a good steep bill we mnake
a be. Uine straiglit up the face cf It. Now I would lik.
te say tbat ne self respecting horse ef erdinary Intelligence
would think of doing an3'thing se supremely silly.

Tt is a by-word in Boston tliat the streets of that city
fellow the Uines ef the original cow-paths. and 1 might
venture te add that If New Yerk, Chicago, Toronto and
Montreal had don. sernetling similar tbeY would have
had a more sensible and cenvenlent street layent, fewer
~expropriation bills, and b. more beautiful and interesting,
and rnueli less costly places te lIve ln.

What 1 weuId like te empliasize ber. Js that If we are
te do anythig wertb while with conditions 11ke these, We
mnust take he ini their beginnings, and while the, vaine
of land Is reaspflably lew. A town Is J1ust 11ke a wil nw
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