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sudden and total collapse of the late larnented Snow Shoe
Club. Its history was a brief one. An enthusiastic
general meeting -inauguration -a haif session of pre-
carious existence-two or three " tramps," attended by,
two or three members-a second meeting, at wvhich every
one present was elected to some office-then a lingering
jllness and a natural death. It is to be feared that a sîmilar
fate awaits the proposed tobogganing club, should it he
formed. Yours truly,

STUDEN i.

To the Editor of the _7ournal.

D EAR SI R,-I am glad to see that you have alluded to
the shortuess of our college session, and hope

the editorial in your last issue is only the beginning of a
vigorous agitation of the matter until the session is lengtb-
ened at least nue month. If we had a longer tinie tu digest
the work we go over I balieve we would get in a greater
degree the good of a collegiate education. Mastication
goes a great way physiologically, and the same mile ap-
plies intellectually.

I have heard that the present great len.,th ot the som-
mier vacation is due to consideration for the theological
students, and for those who had to earn their living dur-
ing the summer. But the number of these is flot by any
means in the sams proportion to the other students, as it
was one timsý, and the miss should be considered rather
than the few. Then again, as you point ont, sp)orting
interests would be much benefitted if the session încluded
some warmer weather. I for one would like to ses a col-
lege four or eigbt backeil up to row, There are a num-
ber of amateur nararnen in Kingston with whom they
could try conclusions. I helieve also that cricket would
become very popular when we have so many piayers in
college who are nnly prevented from playing togetlier on
account of the cold weather. I arn, sir, &c.,

STUDEN r.

IEXAlVENATI]ON CE.NlrTES.
To the Editor of Queeit's College Yournal.

SIR,-Would it not be greatly in the interest of Queen's
kU niversity to establish local examinations ? I do

not mean ~local examinations " in the same sense as that
termi is used at Oxford and Cambridge. What I mean is
that 1 wnuld like to sec the Senate appoint presiding ex-
aminers in certain towns and cities throughout the Do-
minion, that to these examinera the matrîculation papers
should be sent under seal of the University, that the ex-
amination at ail the cities anid towns should take place St
the same time as the regular matriculation at Kingston,
and that the answer papers ni those writing et the local
centres should aIl be sent to the Senate and read sud
valued by the regular University examiner. The scheme
I have outlined is by no means a new and untrîed one.
McGill University has had local examinations for half-a-
dozen years past, and an has Toronto. The reasons for
adopting such a system of examinations are, at least,

'vorthv of consideration. If it could be su.'cessfullv car-
ricd out, snd there is no reason why it shoul] i t, it would

i extend the usefuliiess and influence of the College ; it
Iw'oula place a student, say in Nova Scotia, on the same
footing as one in Kingston, by enabling him tu compete
for Uiniversity honurs and scholarahîpa without the great
expense of traveling alI the way tu Ontario ; sud it Would
increase the number of matriculants, sud prohably the
number of students attending lectures. The details of the
scheînc would require little working out. Two or three
places could be selected in each province, and at these
presîding examinera could be appointed, to distribute the
exaînination p)apers, to see that the candidates observed
the University regulations, sud to transmit the answer
papers to the University authorîties. The plan that I have
outlin cd is une that bas beo followed by London Uni-
v'ersity, England, for years past. 'lhe competition for the
Gilchrist scholarship take.; place in this very way. There
arc now sa many graduates of Queen's that there wnuld
be no difficulty in aecuring prcsidiîîg examiniera in almnst

1every village in the Dominion if need be. Altogether,
the scheme ia certainly %vorthy of consideration, and is one
I woîild like to see dîscussed in the coluinus of the Joue-
NA],, at the meeting of the UJniversity Councîl next April,
aud by the Senate. And, hy the way. before ciosing this,
let me say 1 hope to see the October matriculation
abolîshed at once sud for et-er. The Hîgh Sehools ail
close t heir year's wvork in lune, and in lune aIl the Uni-
\'ersities, sud Queen's in particular, should hold their
matriculatin examinationa. But of this anun. One
thing I amn convinceI of, and it us this, that if Queen's
would hold bier matriculation examinations in lune iustead
of October, and at the saine tinie establish local exami-
nations, she wnuld in two years double the list of ber
matriculants, if not bier students. Ynurs, &c.,

M EMO.

For tlie Yoîîr;al.

THEF A1[MA MUATER SOCIETrv.

TH SnSciety is in its usual Iethargic condition. De-
bating us the main feature of the meetings, sud a

debate is held weekly, but that intereat is not shown
whicb should be, ini this the main snciety of the College.
The students of the Royal Coîlege seldom put in an ap-
pearance at the meetinîgs, sud this is in no mall degree
nwing to the nature of the debates, which neyer are on.
medical subjecta. If the A.M.S. aima at beiug a true
Universît «v Society, subjects should nccasionally be intro-
duced which are of interest to medical students. There is
no doubt the present system of carrying on debates shouid
be remodelled. As it now is, a subject is chosen at
each meeting for the folîowing week, and aIl those who,
happen to be present are chosen on ne aide or the other,.
there heîug offtn as many as ten n each aide. As a con-
sequence of there being s0 many speakers, and such a
short tinie to .speak in, viz., ten minutes, the speeches
show but Iittle preparation. Any thought which is showni


