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ON A SPLENDID METEOR,
WITNESSED ON THE NIGHT OF THE 23D OF JULY.

The skics were curtained o’er with elouds,and not a star appeared,

That piercing through the sable veil the mournful darkness
cheered ;

1 felt the influence of the scene descend upon my breast,

The gloom that hung on all around, seemed on my soul to rest.

. My eyes were turned to heaven, and sad and pensive was my
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- op) Unpleasang feelings are kindled by the warfare,

heart,
When forth amid the sky'T saw a sudden glory start ;
» And on, and on, beyond the clouds, it winged its mystie flight,
The veil that bid the heavenly host conld scarce obstructits Jight,

* Strange feelings through my spirit thrilled of wonder and of fear,
d felt asif an angel sent from realms of light were near ;
. And bursting forth amid the gloom that brooded all around,
Methought in wrath 7twas surely sent when heaven so darkly
i frowned!

Even thus, perhaps, on that dread night, when God’s avenging
hand
" Seny down the last and direst plague on Egypt's guilty land,
"Commissioned from His awful throne, the messenger of wrath,
* With radiant wings and robes of light illamed kLis earthward path,

But sweeter thoughts came o’er my soul to chase the shades of
: fear,

“And sacred recollections rose that fuith holds cver dear
‘T thought of that benignant star by whose celestial ray

The sages fiom the Tastern clime conducted on their way,

Their pious offerings brought to where the mfant Saviow layt.+ |
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PRESBYTERIANISM DEFENDED, and the Ay.
guments of Modern Advocates of Prelacy Examined
and Refuted, in Four Discourses. By Ministggs
or tHESYNop oF ULsTER. | Glasgow: W. Coljins.

Amid the general shaking both of Churches and

finations which is now taking place, it has beco
highly necessary for the adherents of Presbytery, anc
18 particular for the members of the Church of Scot-
ihd, to be well acquainted with the grounds on which
¥ €y maintain their seperate position from Episcopa-
"gy on the one hand, as well as from Independency
0'? theother, 'The ecclesiastical polity of the Church
{mcS(;notlnnd was constructed by men, rem.arkable at
enliihor their profound _and v_aned Iearpmg, their
a,cqﬁa_tmed zeal and practical wisdom, their thorough
lhisim‘rmance with the Word of God, and uncompro-
thore 5 determination to act by the light unfolded
e e; 80 _thag it is a polity wlucl) vall stand the clo-
Com )af'ﬁ”‘a."on, and the more it is scrutinised and
are lconeﬁ with that of other Churches, the more, we
‘Tent exe ﬂeut" will it be _adn‘m:e(.i for its own‘mhe-
‘the smnga:(;mles: and for its striking conformity to
. telligent fm'eim‘ Scripture. 'The most learned and in-
admiration og"?t"s have bcgn known_to express th'elr
they were “"quaix;‘ts (‘E{KCGedmg auny thing with which
tinguished for Ca:((} i and even one of the most dis-
ishops once compli our and learning of the_Enghs.h
belonei JiUimented the Jate Dr, Inglis on his

. Velonging to a Churchy : :
ii €1, which had the most perfect

m rche " s .
:ef:f,glm‘ff church'governien, ofany Church of Chris-

We need not tell our renger
fCelesiastical polity of the ‘Chur
Mways held in such esteem
- SVen been teeming with p

s, however, that the
ch of Scotland is not
s :'-l_nd that the press has
ublications which deny to

tial b
0f' Chyist.  The grand chn;’geelzll:rlernts of a Church

: : ; ; ed against it is
hat jt Joes not recognise three disti[)z)ct orﬁers of’ c]e,._’

i A i . deacon—hut maintains
- € essential parity ofall ordaine tinisters, a;ui their

1OWer ag presbyters to ordain to the sacred office of
& inistry. For this: more especidlly the church
3 oscotland, in common with all Churches non-E pis-
e bal, have been unceremoniously declared to e rot-
I in the foundation, and her people abandoned to

: ’1he Uncovenanted mercies of God.  When such sen-
nents ape openly expressed, and with untiving zeal
Ll:;ueq, in almost every part of the country, it is
_‘%re'y tme for the concientious supporters and ad-
gy, 8 Of Presbytery to bestir themselves; and if

Sequences are

~9§prq cite, produced which good men would

those who, by :their-semi-Popish higotry and intol-
Jerance, have provoked the contest. We, therefore,
record our gratitude to the ministers of the Synod of
Ulster, for the defence of ths Presbyterian model
which they have here produced, and welcome it as a
well-timed, as it unquestionably is an able, a well-
reasoned, and learned treatise on the important sub-
ject which it handles. “In a literary poiut of view it
reflects great credit upon their scholarship and theo-
logical attainments ; and while it comprises every-
thing of essential moment belonging to the controyer-
sy, either in the discourses themselves, or in the va-
luable notes appended to them, it is written through-
out in a style perfectly intelligible, and we should
also think, interesting, to the general reader. We
hope it may receive a wide circulation, ard that the
principles which it so well advocates and expounds,
nay become more extensively known and zealously
embraced. We may just add, that it is not merely
the soundness and Seriptural authority of the Pres-
byterian form of church goverment, as opposed to
Episcopacy, which this volume diseusses, but the
entire character of this form, and its peculiar fitness
for serving the ends for which the Church of Christ
was instituted.

CHINA ; its State and Prospects, with especial re-
ference to the spread of the Gospel : containing al-
Jusions to the antiquity, extent, population, civili-
sation, literature, aud religion of the Chinese. By
w. H. Mepnurst, of the London Missionary
Society. 8vo, pp. 592. London: John Snow,
Glasgow : J. Maclehose and R. Nelson, 1838

This interesting and important contribution to our
religious aud listorical literature, forms an appropri-
ate companion volume to William’s on the South
Seas, brought out by the same publisher,. and form-
erly noticed in our columns. Both authors are men
of kindred spirit, and distinguisbed agents of the
same Missionary Society, although labouring in far
distant and dissimilar sections of the great missiona-
ry field of the world ; and both have done much to
extend and stinuulate the interest of the Christian
wanblic in the cause of missions; and, what is worth
remarking as indicative of the improving character of

the blame manifestly lies at the door of

missionary agents generally in regard to literary and
philosophical acquirements and habits of'observation,
both have added largely to our knowledge of the past
history and present condition of the respective coun-
tries of their adoption. We can imagine nothing
more attractive than the garb in which these excel-
lent and accomplished men have presented the claims
of missions to the public attention; and great good
may he expected to resultto the ultimate object {rom
the universal perusal of works which hold out so
many inducements to all classes of readers.

'l'.he aspect of China, as regards the extent of its
territory, the amount of its population, the exclusive-
ness and peculiarity of its institutions, and the social
condition of its people presents some of the most
puzzling, anomalous, and extraordinary features that
are to be found in the history of the globe. China is
a world suj generis, and asessentially distinct in many
of its characteristics from the other mnations .of the
earth, and possessing as little in common with them
as i 1t formed part of some other planet. The ter-
ritory of China Proper consists of eighteen provinces
each of them equalling in extentand population some
European kingdoms, and coveringan area of 1,208,
000 square miles ; and the aonexation of Chinese
Tartary, besides the dominion claimed by the emper-
or over Thibet, Corea, l.0o Choo, Cochin China,
Camboja, Curhah, and Siam, form a territory ex-
tending over 85 degrees of latitude and 70 of longi-
tude, and cover an area of 3,000,000 square miles.- -
The population of China Proper, according to the
stu‘tlwstigs given by the author of this volume, is.rated
al. 371,221 9G0—about one-third of the whole human
race! Thig enormous population exists under one
despotic rule, possesses one universal language and
literature, and no small degree of civilisation, and
the whole jg harmenised by one uniform, unvarying
nationad mnind ; o that, as our author observes, when
aman has studied the great outlinesof the Chinese
character in one individual, he has studied them in
all. This uniformity of national sentiment is a char-
acteristic highly favourable to the missionary cause.;
f?" hence, ohserves our author, ®the missionary
finds the Chinese always using the same arguments
and starting the same objections j--in this view of

the matter, the multiplicity of their population dwin-

dles into insignificance, and affords an advantage to
the missionary not to be met with elsewhere.” The
{difficulties, however, arising to the introduction of
Christianity into the empire, from the extremely
|stringent nature of the faws prohibiting the ingress
fof foreigners, are very tormidable ; and in present
lcircumstances, instead of resting contented with the
irandom efforts of a strictly-guarded residence at
‘Canton or Macao, the missionary must look, under
the Divine ble’Ssing, for bis chief success, among the
Chinese emigrants wlom poverty and starvation are
driving in myriads into the islands of the Maylayan
Archipelago and the surrounding countries. Itis a
striking fact, illustrative of the economical condition
of the empire, and showing how wide a field is-open-
ing up for missionary exertion among this people,
that notwithstanding the laws agaiust emigration are
professedly as severe against the natives, as those
against intercourse with or the ingress of foreigners,
such have been the rapidity and extent of the increase
in the population, that all the waste lands within the
empire have been reclaimed and occupied ; and the
surplus population, unable to gain a subsistence at
home, are compelled to emigrate by thousands an-
nually to neighbouring countries—while the Govern-
ment is every year feeling itself less and less compe-
tent to prevent it. Many of the emigrants retirn to
their native land when their circumstances iimprove,
and may thus be the means of conveying tho know-
ledge of the religion of Jesus iuto a country aban~
doned to the fantastic notions of Confucius and Bud-
ha, when all direct attempts at invading the heathen-
ism of the empire from the outposts of Canton and
Macao may prove compamtivcly ahbortive. It was
with this view that the London Missionary Society
founded the Ultra-Gangetic Mission, which divides
itsattention among the Chinese, the Porttiguese, the
Maylays, and the Malabars 1t is the opinion of Mr.
Medhurst, however, that the two outposts we have
mentioned are too much undervalued by the Churches
at home ; and his own experience and success cer-
tainly add great weight to the rqm-fnrk.

We are unable, in our brief limits, to refer, how-
ever shortly, to the varied details of our anthor
respecting the history, smtisgics, government, laws,
literature, and religion of China. _These, and nume-
rous other topics, pregnant with interest to a Euro-
pean reader, are treated ina pleasing and instruetive
style, although subordinated to the great and impor-
tant object of the awthor and his work. Ve con-
clude by recommending the volume, which is well
printed and beautifully illustrated, to tl_m attention of
our readers, asssuring them that it will abundantly
recompense them for both the 4noney and the time

they may expend upon it.

PRINTING THE BIELE IN SCOTLAND.

‘We are enabled to present our readers ro—day with
the official documents which ave to regulate, for the
next twenty-one years, the printing .of‘the Bible in
Scotland, “The Royal Harrant, appointing the new
master printers for the Queen, and the Inslructions
‘under which they are to act, will he found in another
column. With the composition of'the i}n_am we have
no fault to find. It consists of seven individuals, three
of whom hold their places at the Board ‘ez officiis ; the
other four by special appointment. The three for-
iner are the Lord Advocate and the Solicitor-General,
the chief law efficers of the Crown, and the Modera-
tor of the ‘General Assembly. The remaining four
are the Rey. Dr. Gordon of the High Church, Edin-
burgh ; the Rev. Dr. Dewar, l’ru‘lcxpnﬂl of Marischal
College, Aberdeen; Graham Speirs, Esq. Advecate 3
and George Ross, Esq- Advocate. Of the two lay
members of the Church thus placed by special ap-
pointment upon the Board, the one is a Whig, the
other a Conservative, and both of them men of high
personal -character So far, therefore, as the mere
composition of the Board can give a security for the
safe keeping-of the great interests committed to them
the Christian public have no cause to fear, The im-
portant question remains however, Are the powers
and instructions given to the Board of an equally sa-
tisfactory kind 7 We have no delight in being fault-
finders, but we regret to be obliged to say, after a
deliberate consideration’of the question riow propos-
ed, that we have very serious doubts upon the subjeer.
Phere are two things in particular in the instructions
which appear to us to be decidedly objectionable.—
"Phe first is, that the power of licensing private par-
ties to printthe Scriptures is vested, not in the Board
but in a single member of it, the Lord Advocate. —
This is one means of impairing the security which




