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State for the Colonies recently gave in the
British Parliament an explanation of the
action of the Commander of H. M. 8. Peli-
can, in forbidding the inhabitants of St
George’s Bay, Newfoundland, “to sell
herring to any other parties than the French
ships in port, or who may arrive in port,
until they are baited,” or in proclaiming by
poster ** the price of herring is fixed for the
present at one dollar per barrol.” Mr.
Buxton’s answer was that the notice in
question was not issued pursuant to any
statutory power, but in the exercise of the
discretion conferred on the commanders of
Her Maj sty’s ships on the Newfoundland
coast, He further stated that the action
was taken in the interests and with the ap-
proval of the inhabitants ; for it would ap-
pear that on the arrival of the French fish-
ermen to obtain bait at St. George’s Bay
the commander got them to agree to pur-
chase it from the Newfoundlanders instcad
of exercising their treaty right of cat hing
it themselves uninterrupted by competition.
Thus, instead of being prevented from fish-
ing while the French hoats were there, the
Newfoundlanders obtained remunerative
employment. Furcher, the carly baiting of
the French boats enabled them to leave
wore speedily than usual, and the risk of
conflict was thus materially diminished.
The circumstance thows the unfortunate
position m which our follow-colonists in
Newfoundland are placed by reason of the
treaty rights of France in connection with
their shores and fisheries. It suggests also
the unwisdom of the admission of New.
foundland into the Canadian Counfederation,
even should the people of the Island at any
time desire such an arrangement, of which,
truth to tell, there seems to be no immedi-
ate danger—so long as this vexed question
remains unsettled, Canadians, after their
long struggles for responsible government
and virtual self-rule, would hardly take
kindly the employment of such arbitrary
meagures by the commander of a British
war-ship, however neceseary or salutary
such use of his diseretionary power might
geem to be. They would prefer to fix the
price of their own herrings.

A cible gorrespondent remarks in sub-
stance, with obvious truth, that on no
previous occasion hay the sailing of a Gov-
ernor-Greneral for Canada attracted nearly
0 wuch attention in Great Britain as hasg
that of Lord Aberdeen. 'I'ne correspondent
adds, probably with eynal truth, that the
fact is due quite as much to the rising idea
of Canada’s importance in the British mind,
as to the extreme popularity of the
Governor-Gieneral himself. Both causes
are very gra‘ifying to the Canalian people.
Referring for a moment to the latter, we
may perhaps be permitted to say—and we
do 8o without the slightest failure in the
respect and honour due to his predecessors
who have 8o ably and faithfully discharged
the duties of & position which is not with-
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out its ditficalties and responsibilities—that
we have especial reason to congratulate our-
selves on the choice of Lord Aberdeen.
While the various British Governments
have, at least since Confederation, sclected
for the position noblemen of high rank,
proved ability, and, in most cases, consider-
able experience in responsible positions,
Lord Aberdeen will be, if we mistake not,
the first Governor-General who has cowe
to Canada with an extensive and intimate
knowledge of the people, institutions and
resources of the country, formed by personal
travel and observation. Ia fact, it would
hardly be too much to say that he and Lady
Aberdeen are almost balf Canadians al-
ready. This cannot fail to give then great
advantages in the discharge of the functions
of their high ctfise. They will have at the
outset that understanding of the genius of
our people and inst'tutions which those
who have come beforo them have been
obliged to gain while in oftize. It may
further be observed that while there is no
reason to fesr that the new occupants of
Ridean Hall will fail in the discharge of
any of the social functions which naturally
fall to those occupying their exalted posi-
tions, there is als> good reatwon te hope,
frow their known activity in philanthropic
work, that they will exert a powerful in-
fluence in this direction and thus endear
themselves to that large and influential class
of Clanadians who care less for the niceties
and refinements, and recreations of fashion-
able life, but who are deeply interested in
whatever tends to promote the material
and moral well-being of the masses. From
all classes of Canadians, Lord and Lady
Aberdeen are sure of a hearty welcome to
Canada.

There can be no doubt that in point of
numbers and enthusiasm the series of weet-
ings held by Mr. Laurier in Ontario have
go far been, to use the current phrase, a
great success. What will Iy their real and
lasting effect in determining the fate of
parties at the next gencral election it is use-
less to attempt to predict.  Oae had betler
wait, a5 any rate, until the completion of
Sir John Thompson’s tour before hazirding
a conjecture.  Mr. Laurier’s reception has
been most corlial. 1t could hardly have
bean otherwise, in view of the many attrac-
tive qualities of th: man and the orator.
01 dignitied presencs ; genial, affable, even
fascinating in manner ; elognent in sp ech ;
with an unspotted record, thers is no reason
why men and women of all parties should
not unite, as they seem to a considerable
extsnt to have done, in giving him such a
welcome as manifests their determination
to rise above all pr:judices of race and secy
and estimate the man at his intrinsic worth.
In his public addresses Mr. Laurier has
amply sustained his reputation as an elo-
quent and graceful orator, who well under-
standsthe ari of putting his argumentsin the
best and simplest langnage, and in the clear-
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