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0r with fereigui nations is very reliabie. So Ion., as the strong, biad of
the mari of ironi will is uponi the helm the ship wvi1l probably move along
Pretty mucli in the old course. But when that hand is remioved, an evetit

which cannot in the course of nature bc long delayed, it i8 pretty clear
that forces now helfi in check will begini to operate powerfully, witli what
re8uits to the peace of the Empire and[ of Europe timie alone can tell.

A CRE31ATIOIT Society lias lately been establishief iii Berne, Switzerland.
M.Gobat, a member of the Governinent of the Berne Canton, is the

President, and at the first mieeting of the society miore thani three huii-
dred4 members were enrolleti, wlichl, in SO smnall a place, indicates the

8tre ugth of the nmovement. This is the orily nîote of progress of the
'reluatienist idea we have observed for somne time, thougli it would seeni

as if) in populous comnîunities, and especially iii the neiglibourhooui of
large cities, sanitary considerations mnust sooner or later compel soine
reform in the mode of disposing of the dead. The advantages of cremia-
tion fronil a sanitary point of view are, no doubt, incontrovertible, and it,
wvould seem as if the sentimental considerations whichi are the main
Obstacle te its adoption, can lhardly miaintain their influence on fuller cou-
8ideration. As the Manchester Exatiiner observes, " It i clitllcuit to
Understantî how a cultured mmid can sec anything more beautiful iii the
burial of the body than in consigning it to the purifying lire."

LATE English papers republish or comment upon a renmarkable state-
nienlt in the Japan weekly Mlail. lIt is Lo the efect that the publicists of
that Wonderfxîl country are diseixssing tAxe propriety of adopting the Clîris-
Lia.0 religion as the ofiLcial religioncof the nation. lIt i furtler stated
that there is strong reason, apart fromi the account in the 11a il, for
bClieving that not only the publicists, but the real cotncillors and rulurs of
the E tpire are earnestly consideving the q1 uestion, and that many of them

aeof pinion that such a step 1.5 essential to the f urther progress iii thtt
'1iization which bias become enshrined iii the Japanese hleart, the -reat
obj'et of ambition. 0f course there is strong opposition, but it i, neyer
t'le es3 considered by no inasimpossible tChat Christianitv mnay lie
declared by Iniperial decree the official religion of the Empire.' Sucli an
evenlt could not, we are renîînded, be witlxont precedenit in the Ilistory of

ChrStianity. It would be anaiagous te that wvhich took place iii the
?onnEmpire under Constantine, and ii 1lussia under the first Vladimuir.

ha change would be made, if muade at ai by the Japanese rulers, as a
M~ers imatter ZD f policy, designied to facîlitato the advancemient of civilization

arthe arts. IL may bu, too, that moral elects would net, be whoily lost

eiglit Of- The Japanese seem te have outgro .wn their olfi superstitions anti
toe no1W well nigli creedless, ati their rulers are ne doulit slirwd enougli
te know that a people without a religion is trely exposed to anarclxy. Of
curs' ne0 intelligent Christianîs will suppose that a people can binia le

ý3i1 us by an Imperial proclamation, or that sucli a proclamation would
llOe8ga5rily redounci te the honour cf the New Testament system, opposed

%8 't wGOlk bu in its mnethods and aimts to the whle taaching and spirit of
that sYstem- T bat iL iniglit, as th-, ~Specaior suggests, have the eoeect ef

'ifgthe Japanese civilization a little more humnane and a littie less
'ipure, by putting a stop te, inlîumaîî and undliristian, practices, we may
readilY believe,

11IIE "A YER? CASE" IVNf ITS LES'ONS.

raileed of a reformi in eut. Custemns' Act, or iii the mode of its admnis-
ta01,or in both, is strengly emphasized by the jndgnment cf the Supremie

Qourt in the case ef Aycr & Ce. ilere is a case in whiclb a firmn wbich

10hiet Justice Ritchie, after careful sifting of the evidence, declares to have

Cered on1 its business with perfect, bonesty, and without any attempt te

E'%8in any way the payment et lawful duties,.bas been made te
8ler enormous expense and loss, as weil as alI the annoyance and chagrin

e"etdwith the seizure and confiscation cf its goods aud triai in a court
ofjustice, ail tbroughi the excessive zeai et Custonis' officiais in the xr

pi f the great andbarbitrary powers tlîey have hitherte been accustomied
. Weld, There seenis littie deubt that the Governitent is hiable, in this

1taU Ce te bu tnuicted in heavy damages, for the business of the firm
lIUst bave Sufl'ered immense injnry in censequence of the action which is

40"Pronounced eatirely unwarranted.
tio'he incident will, surely, have the effeet of bringing up for re-ý,onsidera-

Prat the 'WhOi0 sulject cf our Customns' administration. The questienable
Pn ctice of -nic

Sl0f g1vng officiai informers a large pecuniary interest iii the conve

th 1. erchants accused cf undervaluatien or other attempts te defraud.
'eveituc, shouid bu subjected te the closeat scrutiny. It is a practice

whieh nething but absolute aud proved necessity can justify. 0f stîli

n-ater imlportance i it, in the interests cf justice, that ail questions arising
unider the Custeoms' Act, involving the preperty and reputatien of business
meni and firmns, sbould lie submitted te an independent tribunal, unleas
cause can be shown for decxuing the preseint system, under wbich the fune-
tiens cf presecuter auJ judge are largely exercisefi by the same authority,
indispensable in the public interests. The special diiculties in the way of
strict enforcement cf the Custonis' Act are, ne doubt, many and serieus.
They inay lie found te justify a certain amiount of absolutism, but the
burden of proof niust rcst upen the I)epartinent, which has recoursu te
exceptienai nietliocs. On tlîe face et it, it certainly seems as if some of
thI. powers anti prerogatives new used in the naine of the Minister ef
('ustoms were inicomipatible wvith the liberty cf the subject.

THE PR! VA TE DETECTIVE A JA IX.

So)ME time ago we drew attention to the reinarks ef Mr. Justice Baby, in
givLng judgigent on the Montreal detective case. XVe tlien pointed eut
tbat private detectives wero net onîy, as the judge deciared, unnecessary
and a nuisance -but that, se far fromn forwarding the ends of justice, they
raLlier obstrncted theni. The distinct tendency cf their action was either
to annoy the innocent er to protet the guilty. A very remarkable comn-
ment en part of this statenuent lias recently conie under the public eye in
the arrest cf Conistable Smithi and bis wife as îmiplicated in the murder of
Josepb iPriestmnan.

iliere is onily eue redeemiing feature in this case, namely tbe laudabie
desire of the Priestrnan family te discover the miurderer cf their relative.
It was t1uite naturai thnt tbey sbould bie unwiling te lut the maLter reet
wlien the public verdict lias been given that Priestnian bad died net by
biis ewn band, but by tlie lîînd cf ant assassin, and tîxat assassin was at
large and unknewn. It was quite preper, and indeed a duty, te take al
legitimnate means ef discoveriuig, if that were possible, the perpetrater ot
se hiorrible a crîime. IBut liere again it i sliown that illegitimatu means,
ime'tead cf helpimug towards the discovery cf the crimninal, wiil rather tend
te make Chat discovery le.,s probable.

The general fact that these people applied te n private detective or te
a private detective comipany is ah tChat seemns te lie known at preserit.
Whoe the person or pesons forming the comipany may lic we have net; as
yet beexi tolfi. But their miethod ef procedure is unique. lIt would secu
Chat there i4 evexi a deeper deptib Chan that cf the private detective, that
Lîxere are tlîings te lic donc se base that lie must emipiey a tool inferier to
bimself. lit is net easy te imagine anything much baser than the conduot
of the mnan wlîe attempted te procure Evidence against the Smiths.

lIt ean nover 1w a pleasant thing te emipioy any cbuld as a witness
against a parent. lit is a provision cf the law that a wite is proectud frein
bcing sunimonled as a witiiess againut lier husliand, and enly iii case of due
iîecessity, or wlien wc are satisfied tChat etherwi8e there would bu a mis-
etîrriage cf justice, would there be justificatien for using the witness et a
child against a father or niother. But iii sucb a case there sbouid surely
be great cure taken tliat tlie dhild sliould do ne mucre tlian tlli what it
ever knew.

Tbe way iii whichi the evidence ef the child, Patience Smith, was worked
up was noiliiug short cf abominable, lIt is te bu presumed that the man
wvlio professed te iiiake love te this poor girl, rcaliy believcd that there
were greunds for the suspicion Chat lier parents were impiicated in the
murtIer cf Priestrman, or that bis employers were et that opinion. Ail
kinds cf devices seemi te have been resorted te in order te geL up a case,
and the result is the iost coumplote ceilapse Chmat we can remembur in any
case of suspected or accused person.

One part of the case it is bardly possible te believe, and yet there seeme
te bu ne escape freni iL. lIt would actually appear that the girl Smith was
induced te tell a story wbiclî, in its main peints, was taise, and yet which,
lad iL been believefi, would have led te the conviction of one or other Of
lier parents. Happiiy the poor child broke down and contradicted hersoît,
and se the castle et cards feil te pieces. But iL is îuest shocking te beiieve
-and we sec ne way cf escape froin the belief-that soe ef the persons
connected witb the getting up et this case had actualiy concocted this se-
cailed evidence, had put iL into the moutb et this poor girl, and had induced
bier te peri are herselt befere the magistraLe. Most mercituliy she was
unabie te go througli with the iîorrid business; but ne thanks for this Le
the conspiraters who had brouglt ber into that situation.

We do net pretend Le a full knowledge et the points ot law which are
invoived ini this afiair; but tiiere can bu ne doulit Lhat the getting up ot
f aise evidciice is a criminal offence, and this should bu dealt with at once.
The rugular police do net sei te bave distinguished thuinselves, or te have
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