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THE IMPERIAL ISLAND. EnIgland's Chronicle iii Stonle. By J. b'. lionnlle-
well. Boston: Ticknor and Company.

Ini this handsome volume, the auther oif IlThe Historical Mloniuiients

of France," Il The Land of Scott," and other siimilar works, bias given us

the resuits cf bis personai observation made in a dozen tours tlîrough Eng-

land in as miauy years ; that is, the descriptions cf sceniery, views, etc.,

which foran the foundation of the book, are froiu notes taken oni the spot.

But the book is something more than this. It is a grand historical structure

reared on titis foundation, wherein is followed and initerpreted the history

of Englaud during twenty centuries, as toid iii lier clîronieles cf swore. MýI'.

Hunnewell is an Anierican, but Ilie righitly regards tîto lîistoîy cf Englantl

as the earlier history of Amierica aise.

The history of Arnerica, li says, dons net really begin witlî the

colonization aiong the Atlantic coast. Oneocf tue Easternt fanîihies sî.tlingf
in the far West in eue sense begins a history thon but neo siltaîl part (if

what led te it and shapes the nexv life grew up iii the place ieýft biit

and there are ties stili kept unbroken. Se %ve in the New Worli-Norse,
Gerinan, or Engish,-alcrie iii kindred back iii tue past, look te ail

olti Itoîte over tht' sea whoere a part cf tue race tarried for a long wltile,
where another part lias livcd longer, and read its stone chronicle.

Anti, with respect to lus peint cf view as anl Aîneric:et, lic adlds

IThe stone chronicle of England cannot be t-cati well by eyes otîter

than tîtose which look witlt syîîîpathy on thte init cf the past and the xvork
cf their hands. 'Te sucît eyes, the gray text wili show the great story ut

bolds, garlanded with the briglît daisies, green hîîwtlîuri or ivy, anti ruti
berrieti tolly, whiclt the clii painters loved anti tliew on, t'e lavcs of titeir
books, but wlîich in tîte mionumental record cf ngatispread aiound the
stone letters a beauty gîven by ne utortal lîand.

The field covered by the bock is a wideo cie. After, a surx'ey cf the

physical features of the island, the authtor begins its lîis4ttry vrith

Stonehenge and the other Celtic or pre-OCîtie reinaiiîs cf aîîcieiit Bri-

tain, Roinan Britain, follows whcse extaîtt moins are cbietly titi Ucîinaît

Wall anti sucît militaî'y stations as Reiuni, Pe yens, y, 1)over, Ilith

borough, Reculver. A iap cf Roman Britain, sbowing the wall, is îîîost

interestiîîg, in titis conntexion. 'l'e pauiicty cf recordls it stoiti' fron

Saxont, Antgle aîîd )aîtiih tiîtîus iîucessitated itut bru-f mtienti c fi,

porioti cf the '' Making cf Englaîîd ; '' but tue succt-tdiîîg Nortiait pi-ricu

is tmeated inucîx more f olly. The Normians, says lUm. Il tiiiowell, surpassed

theu Romns iii the granideur cf tîit'r mighity tcwers ; and iii illustration of

titeir îtuiitary architecture he gives tiotailoti descriptionts cf Plevensoy Caýstie,

Portchestor, l)cver, Colchtester, Norwichî, thte '1owt'r, amui W indsor', îîîost

cf which are Roian or Anglican works adoptoul aîîd traîîsforiidî by the

lNoriiiais. Christian Art is illustrateul iy sî'veral finie views cf the rt-iiaiiîs

cf iîiîtaste ries aitt abbeys, iiitinsters aitt itarisît cluorces - antd Alitwick,

Wark woî-th, l)uriam, iCeiilwortlî, WVarwick, andu etîter stî'oitgbolils hîriîtg,

befori' us the civil history cf the IXioperiol ; andi, finaliy ite ilew ira

cf modern life anti histot'y whicli opeîîod iii the i-igit cf lileiry VII. i

illustrated by several views cf tho great msdencîs. Ail the' ilîuîstrative

plates, cf whichi titere are fifty-twe, have bt-tu olitainuul fi'oiî woi'ks cf

recognlised authcrity ; but in every inîstance possible, the author lias verificti

tiein by personal examination. The work lias anl intdex whticli witb

appeîtdix and notes are vcry useful. Altogether, thte publishers are te ho

congratul.atedj on the prcduction cf a work titat is typographically worthy

of tite subieet ; and the author, on adding to car histericai reccords a work

that should flnd a place beside the histories cf Eiîgland in every library.

LABOUit, LAND, AND LAw. A SEARCUi FOR TUE îssNî WEALTII 0F TIrE

WORKI.NG PeOO. By William A. Philiips. Newv York : Chiarles
Scribner's Sons.

The alternative tte cf this book sufiicieittly explains its purpese. In

it is discusseti the relations cf law to labour andi landi ; land niîcncpoly andi

slavery being denounceti as twîn robbers cf labeur. Mr. Phillips lias been

a member of the Ccngressicnal Comutiittees 01t Public Landis and on Bank-

ing and Commerce, and carnies the authoî'ity cf experionce in ]lis histonical

anti legical treatnîeîît cf the subject. The author lias undertakon to

present a view of the nights of workingnien : ho traces tue effect of tue

different forms cf land-ownîng, andi the graduai. change fremin naster-work-

mon te capitalist-employer, and cetîsiders fully the organisation cf capital,

the formation cf trades and guilds, of trades-uniefis and labour-societies.

The history of the lad question is traceti frein tue earliest times down te

the present, with the eflect of land monopely and the consequeutt aristo-

cracy of lanti. The political anti social system cf ancient Ist'ael is con-

màidered, and the tact prcminently brcught out that it reached uts hughest

development when the lands over whjch it oxercised its sway were heid iii

commen for the use cf tho 3vhole people, anti that its decadence caime with

the growtb cf land inonopoly and agrarian aristocracy. Ilistory is fol-

lowed throiugh the empires of Egypt, Ohaldea, Babyloni, Persia, Greece,
and Rome, and throughi the middle ages ; and full consideration is given

to the Christian systemn as its pritîciples affect society and organized gov-

ernment ; to the Mahometan s stePm, and the gov'nrnînents andi forms of

society founded on it ; to land and labour in Russia and Asiatic counitries;

to the land systemi of modern Europe ; and to tho Britishi Empire. The

condition of Ireland under absentee landiordisin is candlly and convinc-

ingiy treated. The author then considers in a inost tlîorough mnainer the

history of the land poiity in Anierica, showing the Leildency to an aristo-

cracy of wealth there, whichi is leading to a system) of land tenure that,

withi a great population, will be terrilie for the working poor. Ife regards

it as certain that sucit a formn of land-Iholdin'g ami a free governiment

canniot exist together. The chaptors oni Corporations, Shadlow of a Coin-

ing Aristocracy, anti Pteiedies, are tbrc very valuable chapters, which

should 1w studied closely by every studeîît of political (eonoîny ; white

the whole book exhibits such researchi that ail concomned in the present

contest between Labour and Capital may profit match fronm its careful

perusal.

l'oIiTs ANI) PItOBLENIS. By George Willis Cooke. Btostonl Ticknor and

Company.

The author has written this volume for no other reason, as hoe says,

tItan that biu enjoyed the task ; ami the adînirers of Tennyson, Ruskin, and

Browning, the three writers hio lias treated of, wiIl lw gratcful to hiimu for

the pleasuro lie lias aIse ati'crdiuî thein. 'The bock contains four essays,

the tirst of which-the Poet as Teaclior --points ont the trute nature of the

poet's art, and wo then tuii for illustration to thet three greatest living

writers. Ithe throe essays tlealiitg with tim respectively are accounlts and

foul studies of the lifo and work of each. One liundred ami sixty-nine

pages are tiovote(i to Tennyson, ninety three to Ruskinî, anti one huiîdred

and twvunty-one to Browning. Iicidenitally, aise, the invrits and tinerits of

îîîany other pout4 anîd wvriters aie dwetl upO-it and tri tically uxiiiiîiîtud, such

lis Wordisworth, Keats, Swinbrtrno, 1tousseau, (Icethv, inuiirsiti, Carlyle,
,Nr,;. Browniing, anti others. M,ýr. Cooke dons4 net quotu mauch frein his

tbi'ee prinicipaI wî'iter.4 i ut rather soeks te guide lus rcaiers to their

\vorks theni4elves. Of T[entnyson lie atys : ' i le has the gi, cf pathos

and symipathy, but not the gift of humour," anti that Il'lie is the incarnate
voice of cultured anti relined Eiiglqnd in bis tirne." 0f Ruîskin, Il In the

history of the art revival in Englarid, the inie of one man xviii appear as
arnng he reaestof hecauses oedngt it. The greatest of art critics,

Joint Ruskin, lias taughit thte lEngclisît the surieus îîîeaîiing of art, and in

wliat, maanner it mnay contril)ite to the iluvation and advancuemunt of the

nolule.t hainan initýest.'' '''l'o the revolutioitary period Rus4kiii (tocs fot

ltuloitg, vither with his buad or witli bis huart. ... Even less is hoe to be

rankicd with thu inun of the presuent tinte of soeunitife eaithiu4iasmi, for at al

points is lie theu critic andt oppornent of scienice' iii its i'vclutîirary anti

agîîostic tednis" And furtiier, " No other religious teaclier of this

century bias taughit murt) that is wholesoînely ins4piring and intrinsically

religriou!s." NIr. Cooke is anl ardent adirer of Browning. Ilis chiet

characturistic, lie declares, is Il liglht." Il We accept imi as a master.''

Il He is anl orig-inal force in liturature, nieyer anl jnitator, but one, to arouse

anti stintulate ail wvlo conte after bim. Ilo stands apart by limiself as a

poet. I-le iad neo forerunnur, ami ho is likely te have neo successor.'

No Englisît poet, unless it is Shakespeare, xvill yield so inuch of thought

for the attentive reader as Browning."

(GERM'ýAN SIMPLIFIED. By Prof. A. Knoilach. New York P.0. Box
1550. Troute David Boyle, 353 Yonge Street.

We conend titis Gerinan course to anyono wishing to learn a ian-

guage that is fast becoming as necessary to the ini cf business as it for

long bias been te the niait of culture. Several iiprovcd îtîuthods of acquir-

ing Germnan have superceded the olti one of working on the gramîrnar ; but

the objection te înost of them is titat they are nearly useless for ail

practical purposes. They are constructeti toc intucb on the "Have you

the white hat et the unec o! the baker " principlo. In this system of Mr.

Knoflach, lîowever, we have notlîing cf those useless constructions. It

is divided itîto forty-four lessons, containing ecdi a plain statoment of a ruie,

illustrated by copieus exercises ini living, practical German and English,
with keys te both, vocabularies, and simply-constructed tables of declensions

and moods. At a slight expense of time daily one could soon acquire froin

a study of tis systema a very serviceable kiiowledge of the language, and

the groundwork ot a thorougli knewledge of Gorînan literature. 'rhe
system is conveniently arranged in twelve separate numbers, any oe

of whieh may be bought separately.


