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Our columns are open for the discussion of all ques-
tions affccting the working cl Al
must be accompanied by the names of the writers, not
aoceggarily for publication, but ns a guarantee of good
faith,

WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MacMILLAN.

Trades Assembly Hall,

Meetings are beld in the following order :—

Machinists and Blacksmiths, overy Monday.
Painters, 1st and 3rd Monday.
Coachmalkers, 2nd and 4th Monday.
Crispins, (159), 1st and 3rd Tuesday.
K.0.8.C. Lodge 356, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Tinsmiths, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.

Cigar Makers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.
Iron Moulders, every Thursday.

Plasterers, 1st and 3rd Thursday.

Trades’ Assembly, st and 3rd Friday.
Bricklayers, 1st and 3rd Friday.

Ceopers, 2nd and 4th Friday.

Printers, 1st Saturday.

Bakers, every 2nd Saturday.
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She Ontario Workwamn,

TORONTO, THURSDAY, FEB. 20, 1873.

KIND WORDS.

It is certainly very encouraging to

those who have taken up a specific duty,

and who are following out a course
that they believe will tend to the ad-
vancement and up-lifting of the sons of
toil, to know that their efforts are ap-
preciated, and their services acknow-
ledged. The want had for long years
past been felt, of a newspaper published
exclusively in the interest of the work-
ing classes; and in yiclding to the
solicitations of many represontative
workingmen, to endeavor to supply that
" want, we understood sometbing of the
importance of the undertaking. We
placed before ourselves a high ideal;
and though, perhaps, up to tho present,
we have far from succceded in fully
réaching it, yet, it is gratifying to find
our efforts bave to some ecxteut, heen
succassful. At the muss meeting last
weels a public expression of approval
was unanimously accorded us, and per-
haps we shall be pardoned if we repro-
duce the resolution, which was moved
by Mr. O'Donughue, of Ottawa, and
seconded by Mr. A. McCormick, of
Toronto: .

Resolved, That this meeting views with
. approval the independent course pursued
by the workingmen’s own orgun in this
country, the Onrario Wonkyan, and would
recommend the true friends of labor in the
Dominion to interest themselves in extend-
ing its circulation, so that it may become
more fully the source by which the labor
of this country from east to west may be
kept informed of the progress of their
canse ; and this meeting pfedges itself to
patronize those business men who use its
colunns 15 an advertising medium.
We hope the recommendation will be
practically carried out. To the extent
~ that tho” WoRKMAN is sustained by
. workingmen in all pacts of the Domin-
-iop, just in the same proportion shall
- we. be enabled to bring it up to the
- highest possible standard of a labor
- reform journal. Up to tho present, we
we have not had much cause for com-
¢, plaint; but have becn sustained by our
_friends both by their subseriptions, and
algo by their assistance in acting upon
the pledge contained in the last clause
‘of the resolution—patronizing those who
‘use our advertising columns—thereby.
rendering our journal a first-class means

of communication between business
men and the meohanios of the city.

Coming direotly upon the heels of
this resolution, is another adopted by
tho Provincial Grand Lodge of the
Knights of St. Crispin, which held its
gession in this city last woek, as follows:
Moved by Mr. D. Martin, seconded by
Mr. C. B. King, and

Resolved, That the thanks of this Provin-
cial Grand Lodge, K. O. 8. C., be tendered
to the proprietors of the ONTiR10 WORK-
MAN for their able advocacy of the princi-
ples of labor reform, and the firm stand
they have taken on the sido of labor. Wo
would take this opportunity of recording
our entire confidence in the ONTARIO WORK-
MAN, and would strongly recommend the
journal to the most carnest suppert of our
sub-lodges. We would also thank them
for their kindness and liberality in present-
ing copies of their paper to cach member
of the Grand Lodge--also Resolved, That a
copy of the foreg]oing resolution bo sent to
the WoRKMAN oftico for publication,

We return our sincere thanks for these
cheering words of kindness, and ecan
only promise that most strenuous efforts
will be made in order to render the
WorkaAN all that could be desired. We
shall also rely upon the continued exer-
tions of our friends in our behalf; and
hope that the reccommendation contained
in both the resolutions will be praetically
acted upon. We believe it would be a
very casy matter for each of our prosent
subscribers to obtain another, and by
this mecans the WorkaaN would very
speedily become the “source by which
the labor of this country, from east to
west, may be kept informed of the pro-
gress of their caunse.” )

THE MASS MEETING.

The opinions ;of the workingmen
have been given upon some of the ques-
tions now before the country. With a
c¢learness and lucidness that does credit
to their 1mtelligence they have spoken
upon the questions that more nearly af-
feet them. Their objections to some of
the mecasures have been clearly defined;
and reasons advanced for thosec objee-
tious. Ifit be the desire of the pro-
moters of those measures to do ““equal
justice to all,” attention will be given,
and regard paid by them to the senti-

themselves ; unless it can conclusively
be shown that the objections urged are
based upon wrong premises. The work-
ingmen are open to eonviction ; but they
will tenaciously hold to their opinions
until they arc convinced that those opin-
ions are not correct. It remains to be
seen whether or no attuntion will be
paid to their public expression of opiu-
ion. Itis a matter not lightly to be
treated, when thousands of any class of
socicty intellicently and unanimously
record their opinions and wisbes; and
such an occasion was the magnificent
gathering of workingmen in the St
Lawrence Hall on the 11th inst.

Since the above was in type, the bill
to establish a Mechanies’ Lien Law has
been brought forward for its third read
ing. Some discussions took place upon
the objections that were urged at the
Mass Meeting in reference to the 850
clause, being too higle to affeet mechan-
ics generally, and finally Mr. Crooks
moved that the limit be entirely remov-
ed, in which shape the bill passed its
third reading. 'This we are sure will
be acceptable 1o the mechanices gener-
ally, as far as it goes, although there
werc one or two other points that might
advantageously havo been amended.

THE BALLOT BILL.

We have very much pleasuro in pub-
lishing the communication from My,
Clarke, M.P.P. We certainly did not
wish to attach uny unworthy motives to
Mr. Clarko in his withdrawing the Bal-
lot Bill. What wc considered objection-
able was, that when the principle of the

the time for its adoption was consider-
ed inconvenient. Workingmen, believe
in the saying ¢ strike the iron whiloe it's
hot.” Thoy believe also in the ballot,
and considered the time ripe for its
adoption in Canada. Howerver, if they
delay for a session will result in 2 more
comprehensive measure, they will be
quite willing to wait ; all that is desired
is, that the measure should not be loat
sight of altogether. '

ments of the workingmen as uttered by |

measure Was 80 wiini-tikably approved, :

PROVINCIAL, GRAND
K. 0. 8. 0.

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri-
day of last week the fourth annual
session of the -Provincial Grand Lodge
of the Knights of St. Crispin was held
in this city, in the Trades’ Assembly
Hull.  Representatives wero present
from " the following places :— Barric,
Brampton, Chatham, Galt, Guclph,
Hamilton, London, Orillia, Stratford,
and Lodges 159, 315, and 366 of this
city. Thero were also present repre-
sentatives from the Province of Quobec
as follows :—Montreal, Quebeo city, St.
Hyacintho, and Three Rivers. Consid-
crable business was transacted which
will havo an important bearing upon
the future prosperity and efficioncy of
the Order. Applications wore received
from many other cities and towns in
the Dominion for the purposes of organi-
zation, and there is no doubt that under
tho able oxceutive the Provincial Grand
Lodge will make rapid strides during
the coming year towards more fully
consolidating that branch of industry.
The following gentlemen are the officers
elect for the ensuing term :—

P. G. 8. K.—William Silvoss.
P. G. K.—Samucl Aitkens.
P.G. 8-—William Magness,
P. G. T.—Thos. Haisley.

1st P.G. T.—John Calvert.

20d ¢ —John A. Brandon.
3rd —Chas. B. King.
Before the session closed, the Grand

Lodge passed a very flattering resolu-
tion in referenco to this journal, for
which we are grateful, and beliave that
the resolution will be practically acted
upon.

LODGE,

(11

THE CORDWOOD QUESTION.

O Friday of last week the St. Law-
rence Hall was crammed to its utmost
extent to agitate the cordwood question.
Mr. E. K. Dodds, of the Sun, spoke at
considerable length, and substantiated
the asgertions he had previously made.
A number of persons living along the
Nippissing Railroad were also present,
and added their tcstimony to their in-
ability to procure cars, whilst Mv. Sum-
nerville was allowed all he wanted. M.
Gooderham wus present, and denied any
knowledge of the existence of 2 ring.
The practical result of the mecting was
the passing. of a resolution requesting
the dirveetors to allow a committee of
three citizens to imspect the freight
books of the read. 1t this be done,
cvidence will be given whether or no
the compuany have fuvored a few at the
expense of the many in the matter of
granting cars,

THE ANNUAL TRADES
GRESS AT LIEEDS.

CON-

Our late English fyles contain full
reportz of the filth annual Tredes’
Union Congress, held in Lceeds. The
session cxteuded over a week.  The
attendance of delegates was Jarge, the
number being about 130, twhich is some
thirty more than attended last year
when the Conference met at Notting-
ham. The details ave too lengthy for
our publication beyond amere synopsis,
but we shail from time to time repro-
duce the papers that were read on sub-
jects of interest to our readers, M.
Lishmore, the President, in his inau-
anral address, took occasion to allude to
the gus-stoleers’ strike, which he con-
gidered  ““as inopportune and Dbadly
managed, and caleulated to injure
trades unionism in the minds of the
public. Iie had held that opinion with
regard 1o other strikes, and if strikes
were not conducted intelligently and
dispassionately, they would injure trade
unionism rather than benefit it. With
all true trade unionists, he thought that
strikes should be the last resort of trade
disputes, and not the first. All means
should be tried Lefore procecding to a
strike, and ecspecially with such ao
organized body us the gas stokers, who
had only newly come into existenco,
and who as a body had peculiar arrange-
ments with their employers.” -

‘We believe there are fow indeed who
would not fully cadorse the scotiments
expressed by Mr. Linsmore, in that
strikes should be made the last resort.
of trade disputes; but while this was
generally admitted, with one or two ox-

ceptions at the Congress, the action of-
Mr. Justice Brott was very descrvedly
denounced in no unmecasured torms.

————n D © - G ——

ENGLISH AGRICULTURAL
LABORERS. |

——

The remarkable agitation which the
last year witnessed amongst the English
agricultural laborers, will undoubtedly
be of great interest to Canadians, seeing
that one of tho outgrowths of tho move-
ment is a schemc for the cmigration of
large numbors of this class to tho various
coloninl possessions. Canada should
make very strong eflorts towards socur-
ing such a class of emigrants. We notico
our Commissioners, both Provincial and
Dominion, are moving in the matter,
but there is need for great. activity.
Mr. J. C. Whellems, who wasin this eity
last year, and who was engaged in the
agricultural agitation, has beeif Jecturing
among the agriculturalists of Bucking-
hamshiro, and has been earnestly setting

‘forth tho advantages of Canada asa

ficld for British emigration, and at tho
conclusion of mectings held at Uxbridge,
Colnbrools, Hareficld, Norwood Green,
and other places, many laborers came
forward and asked that their names
might be added to thelist of emigrants
who will sail some timo in March.
Probably therc is no place in the world
that would be so advantageous to the
surplus labor thus drained off from the
0Old Country as our fertile Canadian
provinces ; and 1t~ would, thereforo,
manifestly be greatly to.the advantage
of the Dominion to hiuve measures adopt-
ed to sccure a large percentage of these
hardy sons of toil.

« READ AND YOU WILL ENOW!

With manifest gratification we some-
times escape from the stormy discussion
of strikes, and their inseparably attend-
ant evils, to the contemplation of other
modes of improving the social position
nnd the resources of carth’s producers
—the vast army of toilers who consti-
tute the indusirial motor of the world.
Arbitration bas been lately advaunced as
a possible substitute for strikes; but
then, the recognition of this prineiple
concedes the unquestionable right of
combination, and the bencticial results
—to workingmen—eclaimed to have been
sceured by its introduction, are largely
due if not divectly attributablo to the
strength ¢f the combination, laying like
@ reserve corps oun its arms in rear of
the arbitrators.  The  ndvancing morul
influcnce of eivilization scems disposed
to classify strikes among trades, and
wars among nations, in the same general
order of human evils. In war, the
stronger side always wins—it matters
not whether this strength consists in
superio#numbers ar superior discipline,
superior modes of destruction or greater
perfeetion of military  science;  the
same is equally true of o strike, the
stronger party wins. Should two naticns,
to scttle some vexed, disputed question,
resolve to resort to war, and after the
respeetive armies of cach had tiken tho
ficld and stood conironting cuch other,
it should be proposed to scttle the mat-
ter by arbitrztion, dees any one supposc
the wealcer nation would secure all her
representatives wsked, if the steonger
party objected thercto?  We venture to
say the result would not be materially
different, whether settied by arbitration
or a resort to avms, except that the citu-
sion of bloud and loss of-life would be
spared by the former plan; but, the
abstract résult would be substantially
the same—the stronger party would win
in cither case. The same principie of
force holds good in the adjustment of a
trade difference, erther by a strike or by
arbitration, and the workmen who ex-
pect to achieve any beneficial results,
worthy the name, through the nedium
of arbitration, in the absence of combi-
national strength, will be egregiously
and sadly disappointed; and will, by
experience, learn that the unjust em-
ployer will consent to arbitrate..only
when he is convinced, by the unbroken
front of impregnable combination, that.
his interest lios in that direction.

Jumping from the application of a
direct physical force, to the application

of & moral force, svhen the power of the

‘'

latter to produce a given result is ooy,
tingent upon the power of the formerto
produce tho samo result, wo find doeg -
not afford an exit of escape to asmoother
wisor plan of improvement in our sociai '
and economic condition—a plan that wij

| dispenso with both these forces, Such

a mode of improvement we bolicve to be
e’mbod.ied in the principle of Co-opera.
tion. All the hostility arising between
labor and ecapital has beer. directly op
indirectly fomented by the wages systom
—which is only worthy of approbatiop
when contrasted with veritable slavery
—exists, there will also exist strifesang,
contentions between workmen and they
omployers. There is no escape from
this conclusion—it is inevitable. The
first or original condition of systematic
industry was slavery, pure and simple;
wages-slavery which followed was a pro-
gressive gradation, the continuation or
superseding of which wil! be co-opera.
tion, a form or condition of systomatic
industry which will, when rightly un.
derstood, aftford more positive relief and
genuine improvement, economie, social
and mental, to workingmen, than any
other mode of redress now cluiming our
attention. But just here we encounter
a stupendous obstacle, we aro not pre-
pared for the change. There is no dis-
guising the fact, we are not prepared to
avail ourselves of the advantages that
would follow the supplanting of the
wages gystem by the equitable distribu-
tion systewm. Until the majority of
workingmen become radiclly changed
in habit and principle, until they become
vastly ditferent, intellectually and mor-
ally, from what they arc at present;
until they Lecome much better and
greatly wiser, their condition will be
injured and not bettered. by an applica-
tion of the principle of co-operation.
Under present circumstances—the limit-
ed knowledge of this subject possessed
by the great body of workingmen, their
want of mercantile training, their want
of econfidence in themselves, and in cach
other, there can be no lasting good
expected from co-operative cuterprises.
What we want is light, knowledge, edu-
cation for the masses. How is it to be
attained ? By reading. It is folly to
suppose that men can not Lecome learned
outside of schoolhouses, college or uni.
versity walls. Dooks are the great
teachers of modern times. ¢ Books,”
said a learaed Englishman of the elcventh
century, ‘“‘are masters who' instruet us
without rods aud rules and wrath; if
you go to consult them they arc never
asleep; if you ask them questions, they
don’t run off; i’ you make blunders,
they don’t seold; it you are ignorant,
they don’t taunt you.” If workingmen
wish to solve the social problems most
afiecting themselves, they must read;
if they wish to become respected, as they
never were before, they mu-t read; if
they wish to do away with strikes, arbi-
tration, and all the evils growing out of
wages slavery, they must read.  If they
wizh to sec co-operation syccesstully
and generally introduced, they must
read; if they wish to store their minds
with pure, elevating thoughts, that will
lift them above the groveling grossness
of ignorunce, and fit them for higher and
npbler stations in life, t.hc:‘; must read ;
if they wish to cut the ligatures of dark-
ness, that have bound them to the will
of others, they must read ; if they wish
to rendér politicians uamceessary, and
free the world irom the baneful influence:
of political coutests, they must read; in
in & word, if workingmen expect to ever-
achieve all they propese through associa-
tion and organization, they must read.
All the great, distinguislied minds of’
ancient and modern times, achiceved
greatness and arrvived at distinction.
through the habit of ccaseless, constant
reading, and without the formation of”
this habit, any degree of perfection is
utterly unattainelic, Lupossible.  We
koow that in the absencc of an eight-
hour system it is cxtremely difficult for-
workingmen to form.any well-defined
habit of general, systomatic reading,.
but-we also know that they can casily
read morc than they do, and. that the
quality of what thoy do rcad might be .
much improved. It isa sad freflestion,
made sadder by being only too true, that-
workingmen read but little; but this

is not the worst phase of the reflection, .



