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RI1EL.

At present nearly the entire population of the
Dominion of Canada is agitated over the late ex-
ecntion of Louis (David) Riel; every paper in
the country has more or Jess to say in comment
upon him. In the Province of Quebec the ex-
citement is most intense, principally because
Reil was by birth a French Half-Breed, but also
to a great extent, that his death may be used
politically, to, if possible, upsct the present
_Government. )

Those who are-vexed at his death at the
hands of the law give thrce main reasons for
their opinion; Fivst: that the constitution of the
court by which he was tried was not propev or
legal; Second: that his acts against the law
were committed while e was insane; Third:
that the Rebellion was excusable on account of
hardships the Half Breeds were suffering, from
neglect of duty on the part of the Government.

As to the constitution of the Court: For
more than a generation we in Ontairo and Que-

- bee have been accustomed to a Court with a

jury of twelve to decide the guilt or otherwise
of supposed criminals, and no doubt it came
with a surprise to many of us when we found
that this rebel was to be tried by a jurv of six.
Such however has been shown to be the legal
number of jurymen required in the North West|
‘Ferntories, and Riel, with his education and lis
experience, must have known such was the case.
This man Riel was supplied with ample money.
The best counsel his friends could procure were
retained to defend him, and the verdict of guilty
was rendered by the first jury of six, and the leg-
al question of the constitution of this court was
argued by the learned gentlemen, up step by step,
until they reached the Judical Committee of the
Privy Council of Great Britain, the highest
Court in the Empire, and in every case the act-
ion of the crown and the verdict of the orviginal
Jury was maintained as correct and just.

Trial by a jury of twelve in the British IPoss-
essions is nearly “as old as the hills.”  But still
how many there arc who do not think it proper
to be conservative in this matter? who consider
the machinery of the conrt much too cumbersome
and not in the interests of Justice. How very
many important cases are now being decided by
the one man, the presiding magistrate or judge.
Ricl, however, had his proper legal jury, the
assistance of the most talented of legal gentlemen,
a fair trial and every possible concession allow-
ed him.  The decision of the first and all the
subsequent courts was guilty, and the sentence
for his erime of necessity was that he shoukl be
Lianged by the neck unul be was dead.

As to his insanity : ‘There are a large num-
ser of the least “cranky’ people who think that
if & man’s character is minutely analyzed every
person will show ore or less insunity. The
present case is'evidently not an exception to this
assertion.  Reil was no doubt cranky which is
far from being insane.  The law however only
takes into consideration that extent of insanity
which weuld render the person committing a
crime so far astray in mind, that he at the time,

A2 2 pot know he was breaking the law, and was

. his insanity unaware of the disastrious conse-
quences of a failure, both 1o himself, his people

and those Lie waged war against,

The best experts the crown or the defence could
procure were, at much expense, obtzined to ex-
amine the condition of thisman’'s mind, and their
sworn evidence led the jury and judge to the
conclusion that there was so much method in
the prisoner’s madness that he was fully account-
able for his actions.  “I'rue it i3, that one of the
most cclebrated experts, Dr. Clark, of Toronto
Asylum, has since the exceution through the
‘press made an assertion in several respects con-
tradictory to the evidence at the trial, and great-
ly in favor of the insanity of the executed man.
Still, this opinion should have Liecen given at the
trial, and the long, and perhaps fatal delay,
would go to show that even Dr. Clark is not an
exception to the assertion set forth in the pre.
vious paragraph. All things go to show that as
far as Riel’s mental condition was concerned he
has had a fair trial and the verdict upon this
point was correct.

As to the Half Brezds grievances:
Government and Opposition Press

Both the
grant that

there were claims and grievances laid before the
authorities at Ottawa, but they differ widely as to
the gravity of the gricvances and the nature of the
claimms.  Sir. A, Cranpbell has published a report
in favor of the action of the Governnient, and the
Globe long articles condemning them.

The Government oflicial report will have to be
submitted 1o the people’s representativesupon the
floor of the House next Parliment. Tt is but a
short time 1o wait, and there is sutlicient talent
upon the opposition side of the house to cause
the matter to be: fully explatied ; we can- do no
hetter than to patiently await the official report
and the discussion wpon it.  \We therefore ad-
vise our Indian readers not to form an hasty
opinion upon which isevidently being now agitat-
ed this subject [or political purposes.

One thing however has been pretty positively
demonstrated, namely, that this man, Riel, valued
his own gricvances andd claims very high, first
oftering to settle with the ‘Governinent for 100,
ooo and afterwards dropping to $35000. He
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scems however to have valusd the ckaims of his
people proportinatly low, for the temms  upon
which he was willing to reccive thi large smmof
money from the government were that he would
quell any rebellion amongst the Half Breeds,
pecket the money and leave the country.

The following sketch of the early life of Louis
Riel is taken from The Fuamily Circle and is inter-
esting as showing how this peculiar youth, devel:
oped into the cunning and tronlfesorme may

“Ricl’s father belowe hum was a rebel.  Ho
an outbreak against the Hudson Bay compa
before that associatien sold its lands to the Ca
adian government. ‘This little private insurrec-
tion eariched the elder Rizl and made him one
of the small great men of hislocality.  ‘F'he spirit
of revolt 1s, therefore, in the blood of L.ouis Riel.
i tlis father was ambitions to make hissona gen-
tleman and to school him in all the ways of the
white man’s culture. The youth was a strong,
bold, black cyed boy, with the mixed barbaric
and FFrench nature stirring in his lawless, restless
soul. He was sent to a Canadian college. He
learned easily the lessons set him, but the discip-
hine of the good [athers who were his teachers
made no unpression on him. Ilis untamed
nature hurst all restraints.  He vepealled the ad-
vances of his school mates nind from
haman companionship, like a wiid creature of
the woods. At length by some chance a fellow
student of refined, studious disposition was
ithrown with Louis Riel somewhat. Iie at once
Igained a marvelous mfluence over the half-hreed
ivouth. Louis forined a strange and strong at-
i tachment to the gentle comrade of white blood.
i{He began to change, 10 heed his tasks and the
| admonitions of his teachers. His manners grew
milder, and he began to be courteous and less
reserved to those around him. “The wild half-
breed son of Riel the rebel gave promise of be-
;coming a gentleman. ‘
Y In a weeks time all was changed. Thegentle,
white  schoolmate fell ill one day. The
ailment developed into smallpox, and he was re-
moved to the hospital. Young Riel passionately
refused to remain at his Jessons. Ile ran away
from college and followed the schoolmate to his
hospital cot-bed. He watched his friend with
dog-like devotion, a devotion, alas! that was all
in vain. The young man dicd of the plague.

From the day of his death Louis Riel was
little seen in towns and citics. e fled to his
woaods, up in the great Manitoba country, All
the wildness in him broke out again.  Trom that
time on he dwelt among hall-hreeds and Indians
the boldest, strongest, eruelest barbarian of them
all.  When civilization nest heard his name It
was as the Jeader of the outhreak of 186"

shrank

The Battieford ixeculions,

On Triday, Nov. 27th, the last aet of the dole-
ful drama of blood just playved aut in the North
Waest, took place at Battleford, when- eight of
the Tindians sentenced to death for murder were
hanged.

The Conrt sentenced eleven men to death, but
on Saturday night a yespite came for Charlebois,
alias Ducharme, and Dressy Man, who ]ri[]m‘,l a
crazy woman in Big Bear's camp, anéi Ewlison




