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At present nearly the eoutil-e population of the
Dominion af Canada is agitated o-ver tic late ex-
ecuition of Louiis (David) Riel!; every paper in
the colîntry bas more or lcss to say in commient
tipon hinm. I n the Province of Quebel)c the ex-
cîteinent is nost inte-nse, principally becauise
1?eîl xvas by' birth a French I'alf-l3reed, bult also
tri a tgreat extent, that blis <bath înlay be uiscd
polatîcaily, ta, if' possible. îîpset the present
(;overnifleiit.

Those îvho arc vexcd at bis death at the
biauds oi thic lawî give t'hre main reasons for
ilîcir opinion; First: tl:at the constituttion of the
couirt hy whichi he îvas tried îvas flot proper or
leal Second: tint lus acts agains. the Iaw
w-cre counnîitted while lie w-as insane ; Tlîird:

that thic Rebellion w-as excusqale on account of
hardsbips the Hall Breeds were suffcring, framn
niegleet cf diity on the part of the Gaverumiient.

As to the constituition of thic Couirt : For
more than a generatian w-c in Omtairo ani Que-

biec have been accustoued ta a Coturt with a
jury of twelve ta decide thic guilî or oîherwisc

ni .suplposeci crinîinals, and no doublt it camue
witlu a surprise ta ilnau o aius wbien we fouind
fluai tlîîs rebel icas ta be tiic by a juiry ai six.

Su;ich lîowever lias Ieen slowîî ta be Uic lega1
munnher cf jurymen rcquired ]i the Noi'ti \West

Terrtorisasd Riel, witb blis edntcatiou ani ]lis
Pxpei'ienc-. must bla x knlown slicb waîs flic case.
Ti's man Riel xvas siîpplîed with ample îuloîicv.

lThe best couinsel bis friends cauild procuire were
retaiuied ta defend imii, and the verdict of guiiltv

s renclered bythe first juiry ai six, anti eileg-
ai quiestion of the conisctition ai this court wvas
a rgucd hy the les mced gen tlemen, tip sLtew-stp
uitîtil thcy reachied the Judical Coinirtec ai the
Privv Cetîncil cf Grcat Britali, tlle Iilîihst

- (oirt il the Empire, andi in every case the act-
ion ai due croi- and the verdict of the origiinl
Juîry ivas mnaintained as correct an-d juest.

Trial by a jury cf îwclve in the Britishi Poss-
essions is nearly ''as old as the hils." J«lin: still

bwmany there are -hal do nal think, iL proper
ta lie conservative ini this inatter? whao censicler
the nîachrnery of thcaumt mruch too cuminbersomec

*and îlot inl the intcrests of justice. I-iow x-ery
many impor tant cases are now being decided liy
the ane mran, the presiding mnagîstrate or jidge.
Riel, -however, hiad his praper legal jury, flhc
assistance afUbe maost talentcd af legal gentlemen,
a f;air trial atI every possible concessionu alw
ed Ilint. The clecision cf ic first sud il duc

Fiunbs-eitpieuit c-ourts w-as tg'j 1ty, andtie flic entence!
for lus c-rimre of %eest vas imat lie slit'îîib e

ljtîitge(d Ivy thle nec-k maîuil lie was tIr-tat.
A s to is iSisali ity :'Uit-ie are a large! ninuii-

befr o!l tînt leauýt "ciny'peopie x-lua Llili timat
ila utTiUh iaracter us, imnulttely' analysed- evo-y
pc-i-non xviii show mnore or lesr insanitv. Tl'le
prescrit case msxîemtyîot an exception to titis
aswsertioni. Reul was no cleîîhit cranlcy vlitclî is
far front be-iîg ian.The laws }iow'eves- only
takes into couisilersîuoni that ex Lent i înssuiity
xx-hiclî weilîl rcnder the persan coînmTiitt-ingr a
crime so Lar astray iau miid, timat lue at the turnie,

ni na lie w-as 1)1enking the law, and w'as
'lirs insai:iy unlaîvare of tlle disastriuts coiusc-

ofuie aia'aillure, bot-m Io liiiscif, blis people
an th lose lie w-agetl war against.
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The best experts tIhe crowxn o r thic defence couild
procure wvere, at nîutchi ex-.peise, obtuained ta ex-
ainie thie condition of this mnau's mmnd, and thecir
sworn evidence leti the juiry and judg,Î.e ta the
conclusion that there wxas sa mucli nijethofi in
the prisoner's illaduless thiat hoe was iully accoulut-
aide foi bis actions. 'frite it is, tint anc cf the
ias: cclebrated exetDY. Clark, of Toronto

Asylîiiîî, lias sinice the exceutiont thi'cuglu the
pesMacle an assertion in several respects con-

tradictory te the exridencc at the tî'ial, and great-
ly ini favor ai the insa'iîity cf the execuited muan,.
Sti11, this opinion shold bia-e hca gix-en at the'
trial, and the long, ami perhaps fatal clelay,
waoulcl go to show iiat even Dr. Clatrk is not an
exception ta the assertion set forth iii the lire-
vienis paragraph. Ail things go taow that as
far as Riel's mental condition w-as concerncd lie
bias liat a fai r trial snd the verdict uipon thlis
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seenîs lIowevcer to liai-e v-alut-d thte claiîîç ut Iiis
people pa'eportîîuatly lkm, k-1r tlhe teis iipoii
whîchi lue was willîug ta receý-iVe tl&k large snmîui of
meney frein the geýveriînent were tha t lie xvould

qiiell any rebellien aniougst tu-e 'Hall I3reuds.
pecket Lhe nioecy and leave the ceuuîtry.

'Ple foliowving, sketch of the earlv luei af Loutis
Riei is taken fr-cm T/' Ralmi/r Cii-C/c ami is initer-

estiuug as showimîg liais this peculmar youztii, dev'17
oped into te cîtuîiîig and truleeîî ai'

'xicl's failier befowŽ hlîi w-as a rol. -le
anl ouitbrealc againist tbe Hu-,dsoni 1lay coip-a
befere that association sold iLs lands Ltî C
aclian govern-en-t. l'lis lîttie prix'at2 inisurrec-
tion enriclîed tIhe cAdetre and mauudc Iiîîî ance
cf the stilil great miil cf ]lis lecalùty. 'The spirit
af revoit is, therefere, in thic lcoo cf Louis Riel.

Icl ks father -ais amibitionis ta make ]lis son a geni-
As tate1Jî1-resgixacs Bt tIlemani andi ta selînel liiî iii aIl the îvays of flic

G sverumhet Hai Oppods ition Pies g i th -luh whîite înan's cîulîîîî e. 'l'lie yoîith ivas a strong,
Goveiiiieli an 011->oýitoiiPres grnt h oid, blackr eyed bey, xvith the nilixed bai-baric

there ixcre clauiis and grievances laid before the
autiionities at Ottawna, [lit thcy differ widely as ta
thme gm'avmy af hIe grici-inces ami the nature ai the
claimns. Sir. -A. Cainti <t-Il liaisl î»mblslueul a repoirt
mmi fax-or e(ie a(,ction- cf flic Goveri)muicuit, anti the
G/o/K longl article:s coudemmu ig iemn.

Tl'le Govc-rumtueli officiaI report v',ili have 10 lue
Sulu111tuted 1lu peule represenitativses tupout flue
fluoor thie H omie ien% Talmucmî t is bult a
slmcrt .Ioel w'ait, -:<ld theure is; ci hitu lnt ±

mîpami the t oppos)ýitioni aide cf the I tîimt;e to cati se
the inuater tii lie-, fil ly c-p ;ici xvi c'lin duo i

I taita mi lu pttîi-itly txx il i îe uliçi.1 Ireipor t
aîidt th e <IiscuissionI itîtn k. \Ve ilt a'f il -
Vise air mu Ii di ail m-cadet-fs alt (lu fuî'îî t Iut h:ty
opinion uiion sx'licli isevidently hmiitg liS' agitaI-
cil tIis sumIlîjict (ti)r politici pm rîlses.

Onie thilîg iucsx'cver lias ue-cii prîŽtty pcsitisc-ly
dleiieîsîr:tîel, îialiîely, fluai tIli isma iufel, i-alkîct

luis aim i'riaac-es atîid Ilai mus veux' luigli, firsi
cffien ta s-e i tai the Gcve'iîiiîc-nt 1er Sioýo,
oeo and aiîerwards -droppuîig Ic0 $35,Ooc. He

suic Frencli uîatîmre sturring1 in luis law-less, rcstless
seul. H-e wvas sent te a Caunadiail cnîlege. H-e
leauruucc casily tllt lessons set hiimu, buit the discip-
line cf the gooci iatlucîs w-ho w'îelis teacliers
macitl ne impression am i lumu. il is untauned

t iatti r-e ltust ail î-estraiî-ts. lie mepallci the aid-
i-aines cf blis schiocl ma'tes :und 'uhr-ankI froml

litini cniaîîoishplîr-a wild creature ai
u.the -n-odis. At leugih by i' Oi chance a fellow

studfen of refînced, stîîdieuîs dispesition was
tb'axxn w-itl Lau is Riel semcewhatt. I-le ait once
gained a nuarveleuis iniflue,-nce oic-r thalf-brec-d
veuitl. Louiis ioriied a staiealid strang at.
tachanent ta tie genitle coinracle of wlue )10(.
Ho heganI ta change, ta lieed lui-s tanks; and tbe
admronitions cf bis teacluers- His nuian ners grew-
j milder, andI lie began ta hc. cetîrteous and less
reserved ta thiose àround liiiîî. 'Ehe wilcl hall-

i hi-ccd soit of Riel tue rebel gai-e promiise af lie-
cenîring a gentleman.

Iit i w'ccks tinie ail w'as chanîgcd. 'liegPenltle,
iw-bite schlia te fell ili aýnc d-ay. The

I ailient dex-eloped mbit smiailpox, aîuid hc a e
nioved ta thic hospital. Youing fiel paesianateiy
refuised ta remain at luis lessons. Hoî i-an away
frain college snd failowecl the scîtooliite ta bis
liospîtal cet-hled. I-le w-at'çcd bis friend withi
dog-likc clevetian, a devotion, alas! tiat was ail
in v'ain. Thue Nyeiîng, mean died of the langue.

Fromi the day ai bis dcciii Loutis fuel was,
lîttIe seeu mn townis suid cilice. ]le led te lus
w'oecls, tmp lu the great MNamitaluba ceuntry. AIl

flewildniess inIihiii hi ciecitaau. ovin tlai
iaon lic dwelt anuon.g jialf.bi'eeds anl dis

the 1 ld stroget crn:e r îibaîian of' 0ht-11m
-lt \-lien <'ixilix:iticn lihen Ier lis nalie ut

u; lie leader c u ubem of i(1.

Oui Fu'idav, Nov. I'y llhe Iast aet of tl;a cle-
fof i aian 1ý)100<1 3in pîruv\ecI ot iii oile North

\VesLt, toolz place II l3autteiorîl wie cit cf
Ille Iidiaustuttuucc tii denîli tor iiutim-de-r ware

'l'lie Cdu-t scuîic-î-d I i Ixwuinca t c deailu, but
on S:uttird:y iîglut a 1-'i ct cail<:loie.Yhillo

.tîj:qs icii'me, ;uît' Ducs-'Matil, 'csirhsî
criazy îvoilaniii . Big ftuiui's camup, aiï ]±iÂuisoui


