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The Qi'e or Plo«Isinf reizgO U R title, says the Brii/z Jouri-a
of P/;otograpzy, coiprehiends
a broad field of subjects, but

we more particularly clesire to restrict
it to optical comibinations for orclinary
every-day work in studio, or field por-
traiture, or landscape. Something
might be said of the miicroscope as usecl
for the purpose ini photo-micrography,
or the small lens employed by the
optician in lieu of any '' ground glass
in testing the capabilities of bis v'arious
lenses ; but we woulcl leave sucli
branches of the topic for cilating upon
at soi-e future periocl, as, instructive
though a discussion upon themi would
be, it could not he compriseci within
the limits of a single article. X'e were
led to the belief that sonie reniarks
about eyepieces would not be rniisplaced
by a little accident that occured within
our owvn ken.

Soine years ago, when photographing
in conipany with a gentleman who hiac
liacl nîuch experience, wve found himi
toiling, xve miighit almost say, ini the
encleavour to get a sharp focus of a
clificuir subject. VVe offered hini the
boan of a focuser wve hiad at hand, and
lie smilingly said hi. lhad no need for
any, such aid, but still, out of politeness,
mlade use of thme profferecl assistance.
Lately, however, in conversation witlî
hiu, we founcl not only that lie now
invarîably focusecl with suich optical
aid, but lie xvas veryexîgeanf as to thîe
particular form- of instrumen t emiployed.

And so wve believe-nay, wve know-
the case stands with mnany. Sonie
dlecline the use of a focuser under
the idea that it is unprofessional and
amateurish, others are afraid they will
be banterecl as hiaving poor eyesiglit;
and it is our experience tlîat when a
mani really does begin to feel the need
for a pair of spectacles, but can just
mnanage without, that is the timie lie is
miost insistent upon the fact that bis
eyes are as good as ever.

Finally, there is still another class
who have nîo knlowledge of a focusing
magnifier except through thîe opticîan's
price-lists. 0f course, for outcloor work
it increases, though by a very smiall
amlounlt, the wveiglht of thle kcit, but we

do not hiesitate to say that where accur-
ate focusing, especially with large angu-
lar apertures, is desired, the use of sucli
an instrumient is inv'aluabIe, whether it
be a homie-made one, constructed
by a pili-box andi a spectacle lens, or a
thoroughly convenient and specially
clevised onîe, as sold by the lens manu-
facturers for the particular purpose.
Naturally, mucli cepends upon the
eyesiglit of the phiotographer as to the
extent of its usefulness, but, to the best
eyes, there are tirnes whien soine things
could îîot be satisfactorily and quickcly
clone without employing it. For ex-
ample, we have met a gentleman whose
eyesighit was so acute that lie could
read, aloud and quickly, matter printed
ini Snellen's smallest test-types at a
distance just under five feet, which, is
equivalent to saying lie could see objects
wvith a facility equal to that enjoyed by
an average reader armed with a glass
magnifying four ciameters. This,
however, is a very exceptional case,
and the greatest value of the focuser
is feit by those whose eyesiglit is as
gooci as ever for objects more than
about haîf a yard away, but inefficient
within that distance. If they wear
glassés, this particular evil is by thiem
corrected; but theie is a large body
who, ini ordinary cases, wvould receive
benefit fromn its commnon use, and a stili
large r body by its occasional use.

It isnotinecessarytolhave an elaborate
or acostly instrument. Thermost simple
is a spectacle lens of deep curves, fitted
at the end of a pilI-box. Sonme wvho
carry a sînalli magnifier iin their pocket
finci it convenient to use it ; but the
ernployment of this kcind of lens is
greatly facilitated by lhaving a portable
foot or case for holding it at a constant
distance fromi the grounld glass; in fact,
the real value of the focuser is tiot felt
unless sonme such provision be made.
A cori mon th ree-legged seed microscope
is often used ; but it is aIlvays better
for the foot or tube used to keep the
lens at a constant distance to be opaque,
and thus prevent the part to be magni-
fied fromi receiving. any extraneous
light. This, indeed, is onîe of the
reconinmendations of the instrument.
0f the better class of magniflers, the
most conîmon is -a Ramnsden eyepiece,


