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DOMESTIC COAL OUTPUT RAS BEEN STEADY

Importa front United States Show Wide Fluctuations~
Preseut Outlook Not Serions

IN a review of present coal situation in Canada the No-
vember Commercial Letter of the Can'adian Banký of

Commerce says.-
"Altbough a coai shortage undoubtedly existae in Canada,

there does not appear to, be any serions cause for alarm.
The dislocation of industry and the labor unrest which fol-
lowed the armistice and exercised so great an influence upon
production in general throughout 1919 have gradually given
way to a more normal condition of affaira. This change is
reflected in the iînproved -output of coal throughout the
Dominion during the present year, and the realizatio'n that,
for industrial purposëe at leat, Canada must make better
use of ber own fuel resources, without too great a depend-
ence upon importations ofý coal from the United States. It
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from that country to ItalY rose from 201,220 tons
to 2,862,773 tons in 1920, while the Netherlands, Swi
and Sweden made their first appearance as purchN
American bituminous coal.

"In the case of ont domestic production, the moat
drop below normal occurred in 1919, but if the res
the remaining naine months nieasure up to the stan<
by the first quartor of the year (the latest period fo
ofilcial figures have been issued covering 'the wh
minion), this loss should be retrieved by the output f
There are many indications that thie yyill occur. TI
output fromn the collieries at Glace Bay rose froin 9,,,
in Angust to -10,000 tons in September and 12,000
October. The mines of British Columbia produced
tons in August and 286,.566 tons lai September of th
In both Nova Scotia and British Columbia there ha
strikes and rmore of strikes, but even under these
conditions production bas kept 'welI up to normal. T
supply of bituminous and euh-bituminons ceai in AI
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is, in fact, more than likely that any exportable surplu
coal in that country will be largely absorbed by Eurol
demande arieing through the stoppage of production ini G
~Britain. ýDuring the eight months ending last August G
B&itain exported, only 18,375,932 tons, as compared
24,161,423 tons for the 'corresponding period ini 1919
48,320,608 in 1913.
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