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SASKÂTCHEWAN'S FINANCIAL POSITION

Hon. Chas. A.ý Duinnng 1n I. Budget Speech Outlues the
Position of the Province

Hon. Chas. A. Dunning, provincial treasurer of Sas-
catchewan, in hi. budget, speech at the legialative assembly
>n January 29th, in referring ta the financial position of the
)rovlnce, said:-

"There in a substantial cash surplus for the last finan-
Jl year, ended April 30th, 1918. The surplus amounted to
W38,470, of which stocks on hand of varlous kinds account

o>r $181,750, leaving an absolute net cash surplus of $156,-
O.The members of the Hanse who are famillar with the

nxieties of the government lu connection with the war-timie
Inancing will be gratified ut the successful outeome of oee
f the. most difficuit years of financlal operations thus pro-
ince -ias ever passed through.

"Regarding the. present fiscal year, which expires on
Lpril 20th next, it ia difficuit te estimate at ail closely what
rill b. the. outcome, for the reason that it is dependent wey
argely upoii the collections between now and the end'cf the
scal year of the. Publiç Revenues' Act and the wlld land tax,
oth of which are collected by the municipalities acting as
gents for the government. I have not yet any ecse approxi-
iatiozv as to what tiiese collections will aniount ta, and the.
Ifference between i surplus and a deficit reits entirely upon
h. succeas of failure in ýconnection wlth two auch large
ýerns of revenue. I have every hobe, however, fromi the.
tanding of the figures at the present time that we wlU coin.
ut on the rlght side at the end of the present fiscal year.

Fg=i Loans Board
"Up to Decemnber 31st last the. Saskatchewan Farni Loans

bard had loaned $1,758,288.37," said Mr. Dunnlng, in re-
crriig to farin lans. "Furtiier applications approved by
ie~ boaird and in the. bands of the solicitors wlU bring the

)tl oan up to approximately $3,000,000. The total cost
faministration since the. formation of the 'board, up te,

ýeeber filst last, ,exclusive altogether cf refundable dis-
tisrents, such as inspection fees, whleh are chargeable
gnt the borrower direct, and also legal disbursements,

nhiclh are in thp omp na vmt4nn i. an qic nnn

average price received for wheat was $2.09 in 1918 as coin-
pared with $1.95~ iu 1917.

"While there is a decrease cf twenty-eight Millions' worth
on agricultural products, other than live stock, during the.
year, the value cf live stock increased $21,347,000.

Other Statisties
"The acreage cf our wheat crop lu 1918 was 9,249,260

acres; average yield, 10 bushels; the. total production, 92,492,-
600 bushels; average price received, $2.09e making a total
value cf wheat cf $193,309,534. The acreage cf ente was
4,988,499 acres; average yield was 21.5; the. total production
was 107,252,728; the. average price vas 75 cents, xnaking a
total cf $80,439,546. The. acreage cf barley was 699,296 acres;
the. average yield vas 17 bushels; the. total production vas
11,88,032; the. average price was 90 cents, maklng a total
value cf viieat of $193,309,534. The acreage cf cats was
average yield vas flve bushels; the total production was
4p204,785; the average price was $3,50, making a total value
cf $14,716,747. The, nereage of rye, which le hxcreasing every
year lu aur province, vas 123,500 acres; the average yield
was 11.5 bushels; the total production vas 1,420,250; the

mavernpw nrke.p wn-R 91.50 Ynnkiio n total of S2.130.275 Tho
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