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and systems which have been working for thirty years, but
honesty should compel us to have that which is wrong made
right. We can then appeal to the public wîth dlean bands.
Are we not placing ourselves in a very ridiculous light wben
many of us, with rates far bedow necessity, wîh an accumula-
tion of impaired rîsks on our hands, wbicb wîll necessarily
have to be accounted for during the next twenty years, con-
tinue doing wrong, and say that w'e cannot now do otherwise?"

Tis is very plain speaking, and does flot corne
anY too soon. Hot-headed persons of narrow vision
have long enough domlinated the societies, whose more
sensible members perceived that something was radi-
CallY wrong with the basis of assessiment. And the
president hits such busy-bodies ver>' hard when he
d clares that they have made themnselves ridiculous
and are clearly doing wrong by continuing'ana made-
qluate scale o! rates with an accumnulation of impaired
risks on their hands whichi must be accounted for dur-
ing the next twenty years.

The conference of last week showed a very generat
feling amnong those present in favor of an increase of
rates and a uniform scale. And a decision was
reached that statements of their experience be requested
fromi ail the fraternal societies in Canada, with a view
to having a mortality table framed upon them. A
significant step iii a like direction was taken by thec
Royal Templars of Temperance a few days before the
conference we have described. The Dominion Coiin-
cil of that body sent out to, its members a circular
stating that the mithly fées in its total disabilit>'
department have been greatly increased, partîcularly
to the members advanced in years. It is acknowledged
by the authorities of the Order that, as this circular
states: "Our rates are too low. . . Members old and
young must pay thec commercial cost of the benefit they
purchase. It is with the keenest regret tLat we present
these increased, rates. Nothing but the conviction of a
stern necessit>' could have led the Dominioni Council to
inake these changes." Regret is natural, under the
circumstances, for the rise in rates will cause trouble,
and will be resented by niany thonghtless people, who
will flot sce the need for it. But the step is right and
su ,edful. We honor the sensible men in the fraternal
bodies, who, have worked bard to bring about these
salutary changes. And we congatullate ail interested
in the subject on the prospect of a happier day, now
that the chie! reproach that could be brought against
fraternal insurance is sought to be removed.

THE FARMER STOREKEEPER.

For a wveek or two our Mercantile Suimary bas flot
conta' ned the usual sprinkling of items concerming what we
call fariner store-keepers, that is to say, men who abandon
the occupation of farmirig, whicb thev know sometbing
abouit, to go into shop-keeping, about wbich thecy knlow
nothing. As a rule these people faau as merchants, losing the
money they have unwîsely put into stocking a general store,
and losing also money of th'eir creditors-for thrre are always
twice too many creditors, since flot one country shopkeeper in
twe:nty ini Quebec buys for cash or indeed sells for cash ex-
clusively. is we'ek there cornes froin the south side o! the
St. Lawrence, near Montreal, another instance of the -brie!
career of the fariner storekeeper: Joseph Savanie, o! Starnes-
boro, Qu'e., is a farmier's son, whc> inherited foin bis lâte
father a aniall property. In the autumn of igor he bought an
old butter factory building, which Ire fitted uip as a store,' and
started the selling o! goods as a hlghway to wealth. But it

was only a by-way, and did flot lead anywhere. Jose,
entirely witbout experience, and the result usual ir
cases bias corne about in his case even more quickl
usual, the assign-ee being already in possession o! bis z

A BRITISH VIEW 0F COLD STORAGE.

The London journal entitled "Cold Storage," unde
April i5th, bad an article on "Cold Storage as an
meut," in wbich a very appreciative notice is given
enormous expansion o! laite years in Canadian dairy pr
and 'e.-porta. Too xnucb empbasis, il remarks, cannot
upon thre necessity for owners of creanalries to provid
storage accommodation in which to, protect butter frc
day it is made. The Dominion Government's Qffer
bonu o! $5o for every creamery at whicb the owner wi
videuand keep in use a refrîgerator room according tc
and regulations approved by the Departinent of Agri
bas beeni taken advantage o! by about 50o cre *ameries
cold storage warehouse systein started by the Do:
Governinent, taking into account thre various interesta c
ducers, collecting buyers, transportation companiea, diE
ing nierebants and consumnera, bas done mucb, by pi
ing dleterioration in quality, to expand Canadian trade i
producta.

Speaking of the new plan o! the Canadian Minis
Agriculture to ke,ep cheese at a reduced temperature
tbe ctiring procesa, "Cold Storage" answers thre qsi
"Wîll this innovation pay?" unbesitatingly in the affiri
thus:

"The average price of suimmer-made cheese fro
beat dainies in England and Seotland during the pa!
years bas been froi 2 Cents te, 4 cents per lb. bighe
the average prise paid for summer cheese froi thc
factories ini Canada. By making Canadian cheese o! a
body, and b>' curing it at a Iower temperature, itg
tnanufactured in qualit>' equal in ever>' respect, it is ci
to the British produet. The inevitable and, wbat is
important, the immediate indirect benefit froin the est
ment of these central curiuig-rooms ia tbat tbey will
to E7nglish importera, wbo bave lbeen comnplaining, ansd
both money and customers by heated ebeese, an expei
of improvement in the quality, as tbey wîIl fully restor
fidence in tbe permanency of the Canadian trade with t
homneland."

Of the number o! "Cold Storage" from which wg
taken the above references, quite a large portion is d
to Canada and Canadian subjects. We will quot,
editor's own words in explanation'o! this fact:

"It bas been represented to us that an occasional
dian supplement 'would be widely welcomed, especially
as ilow, containing new information of importance
loyalty wbicb the Canadians feel for the Mother Cousit
been sbown ini atriking fasbion since the unbappy 1
Southi Africa began, but the bond is flot lesa binding in
ful pursuits, and we are given to understand that the
dians would welconie copies of a British journal sucb a
-even more than those o! the ably-conducted organsi
trade in the United States. However that rnay be, out
ent supplement is issued with theý beat wishes o! Lord i
conia for ita auccesa, and in thre hope that, reacbing as
large numbers thro¶sghoul our possessions in North Ar
it may promote imperial cold storage, for the indilt
been well described as an irresiatible political factor,
whieh we cordially endorse."

TRADE OPPORTUNITIES.

ig lengtb of sucb lista as we
ýr this heading cosupels us te

received weekly froan Londor
to know the namne and addre.,
cntioned in thia columrn, and wi
list in whicb it appeara, it wiV
lis office on receipt o! a 2-cent
ýovernuxent Offices, London, Ei
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