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by the 20th Hussars, Ger. Grenfell won
his victory at Toski over the most dar-
fog of Mahdlst leaders, and broke com.
pletely the tide of Arab lnvaslon.

“The article omits to mention that the
first officer to put his homd to the work
of organising the Egyptaln Army after
the battie of Tel ¢l Keb!ir was the late
Valent!ne Baker Pasha, who was sedu-
lously enguged ‘n doing so, and had In-
deed la!d the basis for the present or-
gan'sation, when, In direct opposition
to the Khed!ve, he was deposed from
the oftice of Sirdar by orders from
Down'ng Street, and relegated to the
task of form!mg ‘a Po’ice or Gendar-
merie, which etill exists as a perman.
ent force In Egypt. Baker Basha had
ceased to be a British officer. It is not
necessary now to revert to the story of
h!s appointment and of the dismissal
which appeared In the ‘Army and Naval
Gazette” . the letters of our corres-
pondent at Cairo (Nov. 1882), but it
is on'y justice to the memory of that
anfortunate officer to say that he set
out with the princip’e that British of.
ticers were essemtial for the force he de.
slgned to create and had Indeed gone
far to form.”

Gen. K!tchener’s services during the
past ten ycars have been em'nent. After
the battles of Teb and Tamal, he, with
Rundie, remn!ned at Korosko—the only
two Englishmen—and frustrated all
Mahd!st attempts to foment a revo't
there A little later Kitchemer volunteer-
c¢d togo a'one to Dongola, and thence
pushed on southwards to Ambuko!,
carryimg his life in his hand; while he
treated with tribes whose shelks were
on the verge of throw!ink In their 'ot
with the Mahdi. As a Worigadier In
command of Soudanese at Buak'm, as
Governor-Gemeral of the Eastern
Soudan, as commander of the f'yng
column In the fight at Toskl, and as
Adjutant.General of the Army under 8'r
Frane!s Grenfe'l, Col Kitehener gave
further evidence of the qualities that
fitted him fn turn for the post ofSirdar,
which he has filled since Mav of 1892,
Nearly all the Br'tish ofticers now
under him In the Khedive’s service have
scen much active campaigning with
native troops, and some among them
know the country from Alexandria/ to
Korti, from the Red Sea to the S8ahara.
To Co). Wodehouse, who t'rstf organis.
ed an effect!ve trontler force at Wady
Halfa, the Egyptian Army owes much;
as it does to Col. Rundle, Col. Hunter,
Major Parsoms, Major Wingate, anda
host of junlors. There arc some—'1ke
Capt. Martyn, who commands the
famous 9th Soudamese bhattalfon, and
Capt. Pain—who spend thelr leave ln
attendance at European manocuvres in
England, France, Germany, or Austr'a,
at the!r own cost, working hard all
the while to periect themselves for
duties with the Khedive’s Army. Re.
cently Major Burn-Murdoch., who In
action has shown a capacity for the
leadersh!p of men not lesr conspicuons
than his mastery of administrative de.
talls or hig skill in handling tactiea)
units at peace manceuvres, rosigned his
appontment on the Assistant Adjutant.
General’'s Staft at Aldershot to take
command of the Egrptian cavalry.
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Lord Roberts nn Afghanistan.

Lord Roberts was present at the
Cheltenham College on Saturday n!ght
at a lecture by Col. Graham on *Re.
cent Ware and ‘Political Events In Af.
ghan!stan.” At the conclusion of the
lecture, the Principal of the College
the Rev. H.A. James, B.D., congratu-
lated the amdience on having with
them the hero of the campalgn they

had heard described. Lord Roberts,
who had a most enthus!astic reception
said that the name of Afghanistan had
been fam!!lar to the people of England
for more tham ha'f a century. The an-
nihi.ation of E!phinstone’s torce In the
disastrous campajgn of 1841-42 created
a feeling antagounlstic to our having
anything further to do with Afghanis-
tan; but he hoped that the second Af-
ghan War had done much "to lessen
that feeling, and that the success
whilch had attended Sir Mortlmer Dur-
and’s recent mission to Cabul had quite
done away with it. We could not free
ourselves from the responsibilitles
forced upon us by the position which
Alghan!stan occupled on the North-
West frontier of Indla. It was & pro-
b'lem which the Minlstry In Engiand
and the Government ‘m Indla had te
soive. He had no doubt that we wire
right in what we were doing to en-
deavour to become more intimatelv ac-
quainted with the Ameeir. That was
a policy which he had advocated for
many years, and S!r Mortimer Durand
by his skiil amd tact had shown that
It would probably be successful. Af-
gham!stan had a pecu'lar Interest for
him (Lord Roberts). Hie late father
had served throughout nearly the
whole of the first war, and for any
success that attended h!s own opetr-
atlons in the sccond war he was great-
Iy ‘ndebted to the experiences of his
father, which he, as a boy, had never
tired ‘listening to. Lord Roberits
then mentloned that sixteen Chel!ten.
ham Ocllege boys lost the!r 11ves In the
second Afghan war, and hoped that
the 1ads before h''m would be worthy of
thelr brave predecessors, conc'uding by
congratulat!ng the college upon 1ts suc.
cesses at exam!nations for admlission to
Sandhurst and Woolwich.

A Soldier’s Toast.

Here's to the health of the lads in red,
Long may they live to fight-

Old England’s foes, whore'er they're led,
And prove old England’s might.

We so¢ them marchimg gaily by,
To sound of drum anad fife ;

Their treasured colors waving high,
Symbolic of their life.

No pampored carp~t knights are they,
That sponge on Britain’s fame,

But always duty’s call ob:y—
Soldiers in heart, not name.

For there, beneath those scarlet coais
And all that outward show,

Lics “grit” on which th: nation dotes—
The terror of the foe.

The savage wild, with how and spear,
Or nations armed to dat-,

Can ne’er make British red-coats fear
To stand and moet their fata.

The annals of our country tell
Of many a gallant deed,

Where warrio:s, tru and noble, fell
In timer of England’s need.

Our soldier lads know not defeat—
Theirs is to do or di—

“ Forward ! ” their motto, not “Retreat!”
And “ Charge ! ” their battle cry.

From saucy little drummer boy,
Or private in the ranks,

To ‘the high-st in th* Queen’s employ,
All well des>rve our thanks.

So. fill your glass s om~c agnin,
And toast the lads so tiu-;
‘Tis they who glorify the reign—
The old Red, Whit», and Blue ! o
—Alg. B. Dutham, in The Volunteer Ree-
ord. !

The Rural Corps.

Licut.-Colone! Lindsay’s Suggestions fon
Increasing their Efficiency.

On: bf the most iuteresting of the mauny
interesting and instructive addresses de-
livered during the seasom before the Mil-
itary Inetitute was given last cvening by
Lieut.-Col. Lindsay, of tho 25th Battalion,
St. Themas. His lecture was “A few idens
with a view to the improvement of rural
corps {imfantry).” Licut.-Col. Mason, R.
G., vice-presidont of the iunstitute, occu-
pied the chair, and among those present
were Licut.-Col. Turabull, R.C.D.; Lieut.-
Col. Farewell, Oshawa; Capt. Fleming,
G.G.B.G.; Capt. Lessard, R.C.D.; Lieut.
.Forrester. R.C.D. ; Lieut. Laurie, R.R.C.L. ;
Capt. H. Brock, late Q.0.R.; Major Man-
ley, late R.G.; Licut. Fahey, R.T.; Mr.
Fred Glockm»y:r, Mr. H. Wade, Lieut.-
Col. Peel; Mr. F. J. Dixon, R.L.; Capt.
Mackay, R. G.; Capt. Wallacre; Capt.
Knight. Oxford Rifles ; Major Nelles, 37th
Ratt. ; Mnjor Duff, 36th Batt. ; Licut. Arm-
stronz. 36th Batt.; Capt. Trotter, R.G.;
Capt. Thompson, G.G.B.G.; Capt. Cham-
bers, 6th Fusiliers, Montreal.

In the cours2 of his addrrss Lieut.-Ool.
Lindsay attribut~d nearly all the difficul-
tics that the rural corps are now contend-
ing with to the fact that th~ active militia
was first organized as independent comt
panirs. and that when somr years lnter
thege comipanies were grouped into bat-
talions conriderable of the old independent
company syvstem was allowed to remainm
So much of it in fact remaincd that the
so-called commanding officer of the bat-
talion was omly its commanding officer
nwhen it was called out for annual drill
or active srvicr.  Another case to which
he reforred was that of the care olarms
and accoutrm-nts. The officer command-
inr a company war in no way responsible
to his commandine officer for the care of
these, br in fact for any ecompany stores
in hir possosgion. Col. Lindsav considored
khat the arme and accoutromonts shomli
be wnder the eare of a properly qualified
and paid official, who would have nothing
elar o att-nd to. and this very Iact in
ita~If would prvent ‘the deteriorntion
which mow takes plac~ throueh lack ol
prop~r ear> and cleaning. The present sys-
tem of recruitine of rural corps also came
in for eriticism. A b~tt r syst~m would be
to make 1h» sergeant of each acetion of a
company do th" reernitine, and oive him
a bonus, say %1 por man, for the work
he did. the drifl instruection monoy now
given to cach captain of a company to be
withdrawn from him and divid'd amonz
th~g* gorgenamts. A number of uther im-
portant poinits wers dw»lt on at consider-
able Isneth.

On~ important snegostion was that the
rireal corps ghonld b ealled out for their
annunl eous s of trainine during th» win-
ter months. the work D:ine done in bhar-
racke inst ad of in camp. B4l anothor
fueg stion was that sam~ sort of an ad--
auate allowane: shon'd b made to rural
adintants for this work.

Th~ lecturer wnr eriticised by Capt.
Knicht of the Oxford Riflra. who aereed
with o). Lindsav ar far as Th poernit-
int and ass'mbline nt bhattalion head-
nuarters wors coneemned ¢ but he was pre-
nared g0 «o farth r and have the eom-
panios d+ifl~d at eompanv headguartersd.
goine to brigad~ eamp only onee in four
of fTive y-ara. Undor the present svatem,
owine to the amommt of hard work entail-
ed on evory officer and man wha has te
attend brigads eamps. th~y have hecome
d-eidedly smpopnlar. Some chanee was
ahsotutely nerasary if the rural coms
were to continus to exist.  ITe  s'ronely
advoeat d in comtradistinetion to the re-
e nt en~ral orders that the ecremonial
nart chonld not b ~ntiv-lv oblitera‘ed. nr
it was neecsrary far reernitine nurposey
that a ¢ otain amount of that popuiny dis-
plav shonld tak~ plac> which infuss dne
pride and diemity amone the corp whon
th~v app ar bfore the publie



