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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

It is such a common thing in England
for the daily papers to criticiz: the mil-
i.ary aulhoritics that it probably doos
not surprise Gen. Herbert to find him-
self an attractive ¢:ntre for newspapor erit-
icism in Caneda. Gen“ral officers are of
course no more infalible than other peo-
ple, and G.neral Heib::t has, of course,
made mistakes lik2 other prople will. He
is mo:eover emerg tic and aggressive in his
methods to b> popular with everybody.
Still who doubts but that he is workiag
night and day in what he considers to ba
th> b st interests of th> militia, and who
can deny even if this wanted to that
most of th: attacks made upon th» gzen-
It is n(.)t like-
ly that the g norafi is kept awhk» at

era! wir2 quite uncall:d for.

mghts by thc attacks in th: daiiy papors,
but thore is no denying the fact that
those oft recurring criticisms are likely,

to have th- effect of slackening the disci-
piin> of th: force. »
- - - L]

Our g.m1ale have alweys betn the butts
of ciilicism for (h: busy press, and misin-
formed seribblors bave done their best to
to hold th>m up 1o ridicule and contempt.
Why

W canno’

this is so it is difficult to say if
find an explanation in the
gag clauses of Regulations aud Orders
which prev.nts even the general, we pre-
cume, from spraking in his self-defense. We
hardly :

press is so cowardly as

think. howev.r, that the Canadian
this.  Neigher
would we like to think that these criti-
> dur to h: ifzet of
being an Englishman; but what in
.h aar» they due to?

¢isms as the g-neral
the
wo 1d

- * - *

Among the things which have brought
th* g.neral within  the range of press
ciiticism since his return from England
hase beea the appointment of the new
the “Etna”

at Montreal, and his action with referdnee

Quartermaster Gemeral, salute
to the military tournam~nt wrganization
at Toroanto. As to th» appoiatment of
there can be
A Quarter-

master G.m ral's departm nt is necded, and

th: Quartormaster Genoral,

but onc opinion in th: foree.

it is advisable that its organization should
b: in th> hands of & thoroughly experi-
enced officer. Whether such a man could
b> found in Canada is p:rhaps a dobate-
able qu.stioa, but the chances of giving
the

between a Canadian militia officer and a

complele satisfaction in position as
staff officer of the Imperial service are
the latter.
There are some features in the selection
of Major Laka
a trifle fishy.

‘twenty to omc in favor of

which at first sight appoar

. & = -
The great care to couple with the aa-
nouncemcnt of the appointment the state-
ment that h: is a Canadian, although he

happened to b2 boin here by acé¢ident,

and the fact that he is a connection of
th> Abbott family led some people to
doubt whether his merits were alone res-
pon ible fo. h's obtaininz th> appointment.
Investigation into his record proves that
Major Larke is a most experienced and
competont ofiicer, and anybody who knows
any'hing at all about General Herbert:
must know that he is not the man to
lend his countenanc: to a pojlitical job.

- - * *

As to the “Etna” affair over which the
gencral was so roundly; abused by a sec-
tion of the press, and charged even with
being animated by th: narrowest of re-
iigious prejudices, there can scarcely be
a military maa in Canada who would not
have don: as the general did, had he hap-
The
as a Montreal weekly
pup2r points out, was no more ivstified ins
saluling the ruins of the St. Helen’s Is-
land barracks than he would have been in
saluting the ruins of the old asylum at
Longue Pointe. Of course he has a rights
{o burn harmless powder when and where,
h: chooses, so long as it does not conflict;
whith the rules of the sepvice with which
h: is connected ; but it is coming to a pret-
ty pass if foreign naval officers are to be
aliowed to fire salutes when and where
they like in Canada and demand that the
salute b returned shot for shot.

pened to be in the same position.
I.alian admiral,

* L 3 L ] -

As to t(heattaks madec upon the general
with regard to the military tournament
organization it is only' necessary to say
that they were based upon errorness in-
formation. We believe we are correct In
saying that the general never forbade the
Quecn’s Own Rifles tol turn out as they
had contemplated doing. Tha manageré
asked him to allow his name to go on the
bills as on: of the patrons, and he declin-
ed, as h> certainly had a right to if he
That was aH he had to ilo with it,
and the Queen’s Own, in cancelling their

chose.



