ch ke
ng 8

for thss s - .
5 e Meitlement'of the Clergy Reserves. - His discerning eye perceived
18t unless this was dorie; the Church of Englard would be
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Unit

ion Aostrated, and the Church of ‘Rome virtually established in both

éctions ol’?he Piovince, and this result he was detetmiped,‘ﬁ'
ir wilsible to prevent. In this Lord Sydenham 1dentified himsélf
rms @i those who from conscientious motives upposed the Union.
oes diey dreadedsthe ascendancy of thq Romish Church and the
w ufiiogress of Socialism, as may be seen in the protests against that
popil leasure recorded in the Journalsof the Legislative Council of Up-

r Canada (16 Dec. 1840, Page 23 to 29).

’:;?u I consequence of Lord” Sydenliam’s urgent solicitations; the 3
o theld 4 Victoria Chap. 78 was passed, (which is a transcript hearly
il {the Bill inclosed in the Despatch alludeil to, and which had been
, fromassed at his Lordship’s instance by the Legislature of Upper
felloganada) torprovide for the sale of the Clergy Reserves in the Prov-
ossesyce of Canada, and for the disposition of the proceeds theieof.
ol ll the provisions of the act, as well as the preamble, prove that it
lorgk® intended by the Imperial Legislature to be final, and as such

 mots accepted by the people of Canada. Never perhaps was a
¢ map tute passed. .with  greater solemunity and consideration. The
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Canabian

‘majority, disapproved of 'their éolle:
some regret at the commeucement c
follo ul ¢ v
its ‘promoter, their regret mbst have been ver
tory, for they voted ' ]
résolation was cartied by two yotes only., Now'it cannot be sup-
posed that a question so vexat

ues conduet; and ex

ious, and whi
merely  to inflams the public mind, Wwithout some special- object
in view, oper or concealed.

several damaging measures, especially the Rebellion Losses
meyit act, bezan 1o dread the approaching election, and ‘soug
diveit the public attention from themselves to some exciting ter-

tto

of‘#g Clergy Reserves were unseated at the geueral  election.
Thy ;
lor by the following among other reasons.

Soon after the Union, what is called Responsible Government

Arelve Judges were cousulted. . - Lord John Russell, Her Majesty’s
2 th incipal Secretary of State for the Colonies, after protracted
.credh Sociations withithe Archbishop of Canterbury aud the Bishops
f anfen in Eondon, acting ‘on, behalf of the ' Church, agreed. in the
idirit of conciliation to a compromise which resulted 1n the 3 and

8% Victoria chap. 78. ‘The chureh of Scotland was also consulted,
ngh Id approved of the provisions of the measure before it became
nbey " A reference to'the debates aud proceedings on this Act in
Jista e Mirror of Parliament, must satisfy every reasouabie and honest
tibleknd that the object of all parties concerned was to settle the whole,
8 eSlxou, in the most just and satisfactory manner, then and for
er, )
:rﬁ This further appears from the pains taken to adapt the provisions:
6(, i, We Act to the new interpretation given to the words ¢ Protes<
Ut dang Clergy,” which, according to the opinion of the twelve
\uti Yidges, were held to embrace, since _the repeal of the Test Acts,
il +@ teachers of all Protestant denorminations and no longer con-
i ied to the Clergy of the Church of England.
"; 4 Accordingly the 3 and 4 Victoria recognizes all Protestant
“.i flominatigns as eutitled 1o 'share in the proceeds of the Clergy
;‘l" serves ; tor are the Roman Catholics actually excluded, though

o0t distinetly fiamed. From all ‘which it appears that this- Act is
el truth an jutegral part of the Union of the two Provinces, and that
3utly infringement of the settlement thus maile at the solemn
.o g-duest of Lord Sydenham, dees in faet vitiate the said Union. -
"I It is true the lmperial Parliament is deemed omaipotent, buat if
eI it is to do good, not to do evil.
us, § No power has a right to perpetrate injustice, or to trample on
PIOS owyy sofernd’ acts and engagemerts,
°d i 1t is clear from bis letter to Lord John Russell, that Lord Syd-
WEEIa - never would have attempted to carry the union, had he
A drst secured the remainder of her property 10 the Charch of
psiand. . Hence in every point of view the 3 and 4 Vietoria
poP- 78, cannot be repealed without disturbing the Act of

nh @y, f !
,:.Were anything wanting to establish this ‘view of the subjéct,
on OB amply supplied by the 42ud clause of the Union Act (3 and 4

mafittoria  Chap. 35) which having respect to Ecclesiastical and
nbEEOWn rights, the two Churches of England and Rome in regard

- atlithe:r temporalities are placed on an equal footing,ashad already
hotlen done in the 14th aud 31st of Geo. 3rd. So that to touch the
f th¥perty of the one is to endanger both, and thus leave their en-
‘Yments at the will of the varying majority.

rves) That the 3rd and Ath Victoria was a wise, though not a perfect
, théasure, is manifest from the fact, that for ten years, that 1s from

theh*0 to 1850, the Proviuce was at peace on the question of the
inedf*Serves which were believed 1o be finally and absolutely settled,

thef Vas so declared by the United Legislature in 1846, and a strong
 thep ®mmendation was adied that no change or deviation from this
d by} "'ément ought to be sanctioned by the Legislatare. Thus the
ish4*'ged faith and solemn guarautee of the Imperial and Canadian
nedf’ernments, and of the two national Churches

 thel Xf;serve the settlement inviclate.

dis<} A8ain, so far as the two national Protestant Churches are con-
selyfued, they have been for the last 12 years in the actual posses-
the " of their portions of the Roserves, and therefore it is not com-

thezent for any power whatever to legislate on these portions
lout their consent and approbation. g
gis ‘:;he Acts for uniting the Provinees, and finally arranging the
andp Y2y Reserves property, came into operation in 1849, I ;
t top*onal Churches of England and Scotland, have been since
w time in the enjoyment of their respective shares ,

;sio, The Wesleyan Methodists, the United Synod of Presbyterians
"l even the Roman Catholics, in Upper Canada, have accepted
t of s rectively such a portion of the Clergy Reserves Fund annually, |
', 1ok the Gévernor General in Council has thought it just and rea- '
ial ble to a.llovsf. Assumiug then,fls we have a right to do,that the
1 offle. Denominations accepting assistance from the proceeds of the
thel, ' ves are not unfriendly to their pieservation, and finding
isln". the last Ceunsus that the populatién in Upper Canada is 952-
¢ hand that the aggrezate of these five relizions todies is 575,067
hallly, PHing assistance, against-376,933 not yet accepting i, we
1t © a majority not unfriendly to the Clergy Reserves over their
bt Plients oft 298,30, So much for the correctness of those who
ferly 1 that a vast majority of the inhabitants of Upper Canada
’thﬁ ® bostile 'to the Clergy Reserves. ; :
olyhayreover the Free Church of Presbyterians, numbering 65,807,
?c Y not yet spoken, but there is nathing in their avowed prinei-
:h' - to prevent them from receiving assistance if they so please.
hat Py the whole, a_ reference to_the Census proves that nearly
ald . thirds of the Eopulation of Upper Canada. avail themselves
il S advantages held out by 3 and 4 Vietoria Cap, 78,and were
2k Free Chucch Presbyterians to claim their right, the propor-

"$ Would.be more than two-tbirds. There is also no little sig-

‘,1:& ‘I dnce in the fact that the larger Christian denominations so far
cie fia know, have not yet announced in any public and official
hat Bl Ner, their determination never to avail themselves of the pri-
b bt confered upon them by the Act. 4
ga‘ W little the Cunadian Legislature is qualified to settle the
# B on of the Clergy Reserves, will appear from what has been
CTE g during the last three sessions. For nearly ten years after
i Passing of the 3rd and 4 Victoria Chayp 78, the Province of
1) ladg was tranquil,and the subject of the Reserves seemed well

U forgotten, when a prominent mewmber of Government, to the

astonishment of the popnlation, bronght it again before the
+¢ of Assembly ou the 18th June, 1 It is indeed said
the 1wo Attorney Generals, the acknowledged leaders of the

, has been given |

he two

and offensive.
- a greal measure extinguished.
| through her Representative has eeased to be felt.
i tive Council named at pleasure by the party in powe
| felt to be a  check as an Independent Branch, and it is notorions
. that when any measnre passes the Lower House, it is considered
to besafe. The fountain of Justice is placed in jeopardy by the
, presence of two Attorney Generals, as ‘effective ‘members of the
;executive  Council, and thus the  Legislative, Executive,
aud Judiciary powers are to a fearful extent, in the same hands.
All these things have depressed and disgusted the loyal and
conservative parly,and had at first sueh an effect upon some as
 to drive them to think of annexation. But from this' folly they
: were speedily reclaimed. I, in addition to all this, the Chure
! be deprived of her property, the last link of attachment to the
'Parent State will be snapt asunder. We feel that we are
under a small but reckless Junta, who are less than nothing, were
, they not supported by Roman Catholic votes. And we see uo
| hope of retnrn to that wise and salutary Government which we
[ have a right as British subjects to expect. :
i ~We foel in truth as the people of Eugland would do,
were extreme Radieals placed at the head of the Government.
| Under such depressing circumstances, the ‘Conservatives had
| Iittle heart to appear vigorously at the hustings, and yet as we
have already. noticed, they defeated the three principal ‘enemies
| of the Reserves, and thus secured their’ safety had there been no
interference ou the part of the Roman ‘Catholies, who ought never
} to have voted on this question, since it is entirely Protestant. =~ At
first they hesitatad, and seemed rather' 1ielined 1o assist in their
| preservation, but since the Papal aggression and Lord John Rus-
, sell's feeble attempt at a remedy, they are becoine more bold,and
. many of them do not conc :al their expeetation vfobtaining a large
L accession to their endowment by the secularization or re-distri-

tion.of rves, aud some are no wa
Lﬁ;ﬁ&i@%&f?ﬁbmﬁ% 'C*glho‘lfiés in ilelandy
w all this is the more to be deplored, because there had
been from the first settlement of Upper Canada till the union of
the two Provinces in 1840, a courtcous and uninterrupted inter-
change of civilities and social intercourse between the meinbers
- of the Church of England and the "Church of Rome. Bnt since
the unhappy union, causes of irritation and estrangement have
| been gradually arismg.
. The Churchof England fecls from the sad occurrences of almost
every day, that she no longer possesses her just influence in the
, Legislature, but is_thcown on all occasions; where her interests
, are concerned,into a hopeless minority.  She finds, as was recor-
ded in her protests against the nnion,~that her ancient opponents
the Dissenters, who were seldom able to refuse her justice, now
reiniorced on all occasions,where she can be mortified and injured,
by Roman Catholic votes.

By this unhallowed combination she lost her University, and
wher she requested separate schools for the education of her own
children, her prayer was rejected, while they secured the privi-

lege lor themselves.  Thus, within a few years our Holy Church
“has baen deprived of the power of educating her children in her
own vay, and is now threatened with the loss of the remainder
| of hereadowment. The Romanists, on the other hand, who have
. caused all these evils, are in the full and peaceable enjoyment of
, an encowment infinitely more valuable,and enjoying all the sweets
of c1vil and religious libeity, while Ministers of State and Mem-
| bers of Parliament are talking in utter ignorauce of our true posi-
tion, v with chilling indifference, if they do, about arranging
our dymestic affairs, and confiscating our small remainder of
Clhull‘c'h property though fenced on every side by the most sacred
edas,
1 It night, with good reason, have been expected that the Roman
. Cathoiics would have from delicacy,if not from princip'e,abstained
from voting on matters in which our Church was specially inter-
! ested, but they have not done so.
| Inthis aspect of our affairs, which Lord Sydenham, as well as
' the opyonents of the Union, clearly foresaw, and most strenuously
| soughtto avert, ‘what are we to do it the Clergy Reserve guestion
 be seui back for adjustment in the Colony ? Hitherto we have in
(all ot proceedings, respected the Roman Catholie endowments.
Indeedso long as our Church was sustained in her own property,
| devoted as it was to sacred purposes, she felt it her duty to respect
 that of the Church of Rome. = While refaininig her endowments
{ small 15 they are, the two Chuiches could meet on something
like eqial terms, but if through Romish votes and influence, we
are depived of these advantages, is it stll our daty to respect that
of our 8yoijers ?

How rery different wounld the religious aspect of Capada have
been, hid the Roman Catholics done their duty, for it would
have be:n their safety as well asours. - Had they, instead of join=
ing the enemies of religion, made common ‘cause with * the
Churche of Englanland Seotland on the preservation of Chureh

Toe giace of the Queen
The Legisla-
T, is no Jonger

|

s unwilling to adopt |

pressed ., - Inofing; thens
‘the ’w”‘imﬂwﬁ:ﬁhmﬂmﬁ o g
but as a single word ffom either would have sileiiced | existed-in  Ireland, : '8/ Mot
¢ ! i y slight and transi- | those thereforeywho look for peace in robb
against the Church, and’ yet the ‘principal | land of her patrimony, pause  in their
hich had in- the opinion [ yet been. seen -in Cavada, and Lord Sydesham’s w

of all, parties been so happily arranged, was thus foreed back |Jead in charaetersof blood.:
The most feasibie accountat the  able gr 7
time, and still geneiully believed, is ‘that the Miuistry find- | would in the ead

i ir popalarit ndly on'the deeli from the adoption of : or at all events, stand: neutral in the. contest between us.and the
ing their p: P ity rapidly o e decline, m the pt ﬂay‘ 'Infidels and Dissenters, and it was 1ot

est. The move was very successful,and yet three principal enemies | us, that all hope vauished away. They.
@ greater number were not throwu over, may be accounted - estates, insaddition to their former. endowments.
wus fully recogaized, aud its downward operation was most rapid ' [mperial’ Parliament, much less the  Provincial
Fbe influence of the Gouvernor General has been | touch the Roman Catholic - endowment.
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aoularization of the
‘ofa fresh

,Wﬁlzwﬂlﬁ become th
‘contestsimilar to that thb;hq 80 long
deadly eharacter. Let.
ing:the Church of Eng-
career.of madness, for its
| accomplishment will engender a more bitter dissension than has
' ords  will be

eindulged in a lingeringhdpé; aﬂerall reason-
osc;had disappeared, that the. Roman Catholics
lare against.the confiscation: of the Reserves,

Many of our-
round of |

till they saw. Me. Morin,
h party, a nember of the
ament,—deelaring against
saw this gentleman voting
!‘away our weligious properly while eagerly 'clmchi’rln% the Jesuits’

¢ € ey saw him
eager in destroying the very being of our national Church, as far
as he was able, and foolishly beasting that no, powery

[ the acknowledged leader of the Frenc

| Government and of the Provincial Parli

not.even the
islature, dare

But the Romanists are not all so blind, and-one of them addressing
the French Members of the House of Assembly, plainly asks them
how they are to preserve their own rights if they record their votes
for the secalarizationof - the Reserves, and the spoliation of the
Chuarchof England. ?

¢ Think you,,(saz's this writer) that those who. abrogate the law
“ which gives the Church of England her nghts, will respect that
“ which regards yours. ~Will they hold sacred that treaty which
“gives yonr Church in Eastern, Canada wealth-and power? When
¢ you do thus, remember that the destroyer, in his turn shall perish.
“The Clergy Reserve question. is the outer, wall that protects
¢ your rights, and agawst which now beats the swelling tide of ir-
“religion, and threatens destruction to all you hold dear and holy.
¢ Itis our duty and. interest, therefore, to aid in preserving to the
¢ Church of England her rights. 1s there any one so obtuse as
¢ not to understand the impoit of the. fearful denunciation, secula-
¢ rization of the Clergy Reserves?- Is'it not a deelaration of war
¢« against all that Catholics hold sacred and hely:? What does it
“ mean but a present and temporary forbearance to the Catholie
“Church, and futare proseription 271 oo 14

The defect found in the working of ‘the 3 and 4 Viet. cap. 78, is
the fault ‘of the Government: in not carrying out its: provisions.
Had the shares assigned to the.varions, denominations been made
over to their sole charge and 'management, unler proper regu-
lations; there would have been no complaint of waste, and the Col-
onial administration wonld have been relieved from much trouble
and respousibility. And how much better would it-bestill toapply
this easy remedy of retainingand giving new vigorto the Statute,—
than by its tepeal, to open the flood gates. of bitter coutention and
infidehity, te which no man can see the end.

Incalculable are the evils which must follow the abrogation of
the 3 and 4 Vie. cap. 78. They may not indeed, appearat once,
but they are ag sure lo come to pass as the night follows the day.
Should” the El)man Catholics continue to speak and vote as they
have done during the last four Sesssions, the whole property of the
Church of England in the Reserves will be taken away at the first
meeting of the Provineial Legislature; and then from year to year
Missions will become vacant, as the Incumbents die, till ali are
departed. 1 do not say that in all cases, the ministrations of the
Church will cease. This will perhaps happen only ina few, but
such isthe poverty of our people and lgeir hardships in a new coun-
try and severe slimate, that they are, and will continue to be for a
long time unable to support their Clergy, : A

Hence the successors of the Incumbents who go to their place
of rest, will bave to eat their scanty morsel in bitterness and sorrow,
aad the extension of the Church-in the new and remote seftlments
will be sadly retarded.  In the meantime many of onr people will
fall away to Romanism or Dissent, and their blood will be on the
heads of those who favour this fatal measure.

Should the Roman Catholies take warning from the certainty
that their endowments are much less secure than ours, the
evil day may be postponed, but not long, for they have been so
much dattered by th : Socialists that they will scarcely credit what
your Grace and Mr. Peel have said on the subject. It is more
probable that they will trust in their numbers and their power to
surmount all resistance, and in the hope of profit by confiscation.

No sooner will this be accomplished than the agitation against
Roman Catholic endowments will commence, (for of this the So-
cialists make no secret) and as the Dissenting and Radical popula-
tion increase far more rapidly than the French, their destraction
is certain,

All this however will not be accomplished without violent con-
tention, and perthaps a civil war, for the Roman Catholics will
fight for their endowments although they will be overpowered by
numbers, having no longer the Churches of England and Scotland
to assist them, the victory will be dewly purehased, and bring iu-
delible disgrace upon those who might.by a wiser policy have pre-
veuted ali this mizery, and blessed the Province with a long con-
tinuance of peace and happiness.

Canada presents an overpowering argument in favor of religious
endowments, for with the small assistance derived from the bene-
voleuce of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts, she has been able to extend the ministrations of the Chureh
through a region nearly as large as Europe. Indeéd, a very small
measure of assistance, if wisely, managed, becomes u Truitful
ground upon which to rest. It removes despondency, and con-
vinces neighbourhoods that they may speceed in forming Parishes
and enjoying regular service, if they will but exert themselves
and this exertion they are indueed to make, and though many
trials and difficulties intervene, they commonly suceceed, Thus
with the snrall sum ofabout £12000 per annum (our preseat income)
nearly 160 Clerzymen are sustained. And, as noune have fewer
thau three places of wors.:hxp 1o attend, and some have wore, we
have 500 missionary stations, at least, kept up, where the Church
ministrations are held. il 1, .
In some places £40 or £50 paid from the fund, will be a suffi-

propertyand ssparate schools, harmony and peace would have
prevailel throuzh the whole Province, and the Socialist, and In-
file!s waild have sunk iuto insignificance before so powerful a
combinajon. Had the Roman Catholies even abstained from |
voting, vhich common justice required them to do,.we could
have mahtained, without difficulty, a safe position, Hence if the
result of the present contest, shall be confiscation of the Recto-
ries and Reserves, the day will speedily arrive when the same
measure fhall be meted to the Roman Catholies, for when they

"£100 given.

cieut encourn%emenl to eommence, and in no case is more than
y degrees the congregations do more, and a length
give up this small aid to be transferred to a new settlement.
Something like this process goes on in all our Colonies, and has
been going on under my eye in the Digcese of Taronto for more
than 50 years.
Your Bill, my Lord Duke, will, if it , more or less darken
every oue of these 500 places of \mum and may for a time

stand alom, their property will seon be swept away,

redgce many of them tq silence. . What jhen shall we say to those




