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IlIs it any wonder, that, in the clark days of 1873-78, when
Sir John A. Macdonald had been 50 borne down by the wvave
of public opinion %vhich followed what was supposed to have
been bis wrong-doing in connection with the Pacific Railvay
that i t was thoughit he could neyer rise again, 1 should ofier
rny spare tine and such ability as 1 might possess to band
down toposterity the story of bis life up to that date?
"lHe accepted my offer

and gave me letters to .: *,*~'
Mr. Shannon, of the . ..

Kingston iVews, and to
late. Dr. Barker, of the
Kingston Whýg, asking
them to allow me the '' *

use of their fyles,; and Lr.;i
to the late Dr Todd,
Parliamentary Librar- ?5
ian, requesting hîmi ta
afford me every facility
in theway of books. It *.'

wvas my intention to sub- .

mit te him, for revision,
every chapter as it %vas
written, but lie came
back to pawver before 1
liad accomplished .

rnuch, and then the de-
mands upon bis tinie
were s0 hea vy and
urgent that the reading-
had always to be post-
poned to a more conven-
ient season.

'Had it flot been for
thLt overwbehningsense
of duty wvhich impelled
himi to throw himself
into the lare contest with
such Torce, energy and .

utter disregard of self
that bis own life ivas the r.
penalty, we might have ;'.$

looke forward to an ~ ~ .
early retirement from
active politics and the
cajoymient of a long evening of lire, durino' which hie would
have bad the leisure necessary to tboroughly revise my work
and to add such matter a would bave macle it an invaluiable
history Of the country. As it is 1 have been thrown on my
owne resources, and have even been prevented by the demand
for imnmediate publication, from obtaining the kindly criti-
cism of friends to the extent that 1 would have liked.

Altbough r have been at the task for over twvelve years,
only a ver), few, beyond those above mentioned as having
heen written to by Sir John A. Macdonald, were aware of
the fact. These exceptions were his son Hugh John, bis
brotber-in-lawv the Rev. Dr. Williamson, and Mr. George
Johnson, Dominion Statistician, and ta these 1 have only
been able to submit a portion of the wbole work. 1 ani

aware of the.great value
that would attach ta

î'' these pages weie 1 able
t osaythatthey had been

ý"à revised and approved by
Sthe late Premier. 1 aiso
*r tat e that, in saying

thtlie was cognîzafit
~ ~-~"~\of wbat 1 was doing and

X;.. contemplated goingover

a possibility that a cer-
tain amounit of respon-

~ sibility for the opinions
* ~ expressed therein may

~ be attacbed to hlm. To
*avoid aIl danger of thîs

~*~t-'~ i shail give fac simzikr
~ .4 '~fr ~ of some letters received

froin him which wvill cor-
roborate my statemients,

- ~ bathas ta bis know-
ceg f my work and

inetention ta revise it,
.~and bis inability, ta gîve

the necessarytime there-
te. To these 1 will add
a third, wvhich contain5
bis opinion of a book
now being pushed by
enterprising publishers,
and wbich is advertised
as having been re-vwrit-

Sten by a gentleman mh
.'.,- rt was the secretary or

"~. "~m~V ibe Commercial Union
- ~ Club. This biography is

said, by the Eiirta
show a marked partialîîy for the doctrine of commercial union
wvit}î the States, and ta be prefaced by a tacit endorsement cf
the very policy against wlîich Sir John A. Macdonald fouglit
so strongly and so successfully. As the author bas written
ta that paper and flot contradicted that statement it must be
accepted as correct, and friends and opponents alike will
agree in condemning so unfair and inîproper a procedure."
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