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“ The Pun is mightier than the Sword.”

NATURAL PROPENSITIES.
A Leectre Detivered before the Bolwaygeon Philosophi-
eal Society.

On Tuesday eveniung last, My, Swmifl, u gentle-
man connceeted with the Literary Staff of this
Journal, delivered a Lecture before the Bobeay-
geon PPhilosophical Society, which on that even-
ing held its usunl meeting at the Goulnis Lotel.
The sabject was ** The Nataral Propensities of
the Human Race.” The gifted lectnrer com-
meneced by iracing the gradunl development
and progress of humnnity.  He explained that
tivst there was nothing ; then there was some-
thing ; and then by a gradual proces:. of evo.
hition, that something prodnced protopiasim,
and from protoplasm procecded tadpoies ; and
thus we came to hwman beings.  In every siage
of the progress, men had propensitics, and these
guided him in scleeting his habitation, his lo.
enlity, his method of life, and his mate, The
instant (when ag an ‘infant) he made his first
appeurance in the world, he was governed by
the one over-mastering propeusity to suek. [t
was entirvely instinctive, and was the distinguish-
ing propensity of all animals. ‘The desire to
suck was the great featnre of the carly existence
of mankind, and not unfrequently the evidences
of the propensity were visible even up to the
last hour of life. A baby judged of everything
Dy its utility ns n subject for sucking. A wateh,
a Dutch doll, a China tea eup, were all tested in
the same wanner, and were at ance put to the
lips to see if they conld be sucked. The pwo-
pensity was ¢o strony thatlong after the lacteal
desire had ecused the inclination to suck stil)

remained and sought gratification in the suek- |

ing of pipes and cignrs.  ‘This sucking was evi-
dently & natural propensity, and everybody
sucked-—some in onc way, some in another,
the worldly wise sucking everything to see what
they could extract, and valuing Life, Trath,
Goodness, Beanty, and everything only for
what they could suck out of each, This natural
propensity Lo suck frequently tookanother form,
-—that of ehewing, and tbe lectwrer conld im-
agine no more extraordinary or suggestive sight
than & row of young lady seholars at oncof the
schools of the country, all sitting on the same
bench, working at the same sum of vulgar
fraelions, and all chewing gomn concert. This
was a period of transition, and mankind was
gradually aud almost itnperceptibly abandoning
their individunlism and aecepting the conerete
form of government. Thus they werc unitedly
legislating for the prohibition of certuin nrticles
of consumption,—-articles to which the lecturer
did not wish to refer more particularly, -but it

it was right to prohibit Lhe consumption of those .

articles, then was it more than right to prohibit
the consumption of such an article as cliewing
gam, which in the tender years of infancy con-
tirrned the morbid propensity to *take suthin’
and damaged the constitution by unduly exer-
eizing the organs for the seeretion of saliva. 1t
was a maost abominable habit in children, and
exerted a vitiating inlluence on their after lives,
It would be easy to prove that every murderer
forger, M. V., thief, pirate, and eriminal had
commenced his carcer ol iniquity by chewing
gunt,  Moreaver the abandoned villaing who
tended in this beastly habit of childhood ren.
dered their trade still more atrocious by attach-
ing to the sale of chewing gum the lottery sys.
tem, and thus degrading not only the hodies
but the mivds of their vietims. TLattle children
were indneed by the shamel2ss sconndrels who
thus followed their natural propensities, to buy
o stick of chewing gum in the expectation of ve-
ceiving a prize in a lottery for toys. Thegambl-
ing instinets were thus developed, and the child
was fairly set on the road which lead to ruin
and misery. For such a trade as this there
ought to be Probhibiton, and stocks, and scourg-

ing, and stripes, and the Baslile, and every-
‘thing iu the stores where Chewing Gum Lot-
tories were carried on shoull be eonfiseated,
sold, and the procecds given to the local news-
papers. Tt was strange that the nutaval propen-
sitics of man shonld nearly all be in the wrong
divection,—all lending them away from the T'rae,
the Good, and the Beantiful—'The lecturver was
intervapted at this point by a vaice excleiming,
‘Oh, that's played ont, give us something new,’
A scene of confusion ensued, in which high
words were exchanged all round, and the lee-
tarer having thrown his white plng hat with a
black Tutband on to his read, stalked out of the
leetnre voom, By the triendly intervention of
the landlord pence was snbsequently restored
and the meeting of the Philosophieal Society
aml day broke at abont the same hour, when
Mr. Smift was condueted Lo his residence by the
members of the Society, who serenaded him
voeally, whilst My, Smiff howed his thanks from
hix geat on theroofof the lean-to. . Judependent.

Common Pleas—-Please shut the door.

T.ove knot<should be tied with a single hean,

A dangerons character--A man who ** takes
life ' eheerfully.,

Toronto is a lond city.
that of the British lion.

A tramp enlled his shoes ** corporations” —
heeanse they had no soles,
© Why is the nine.year-old boy like the sick
glutton v Beeuuse he's aver eight.,

A competent hotel *out west™ says gener.
ously of nuother that ** it stands withont arriv-
al.”

Her rower surpasses

Summer-time will cone again,
Wit its <oftly Dlowing zephyrs
1.owing kine are inthe helds,
Some are cows and some are heifers,
SLMeriden Recorder.

There is n good deal of difference between
pride and vanity. Vanity is a peacock which
delights in show.  Pride is a light-stepping
horse which delights in achievemnent.  Nowmer-
eille Journal.

© Sigm it 1" said Mus. Trotter, when 2 petition
to raise the wages of the horse car eonductors
was presented to her, ** of course I will sign it.
Phir movement has my heartiest coinecidence.”
—=Jol: Trotter, Boston 1imes.

A young man who had commenced telling n
spinster what kind of tea he likod best said,
“ 1 have loved Qo—long.” ‘The maiden tnrned
senrlet and declaved that she would not be made
the subject of puns at this age of life. - Joh
Trotter, Boston Thnes,

Aeccording to the despatches there is an in.
vestigation going on in Turkey to discover the
murderers of the Sultan Aziz. Now, what
bothers us is how the Sultan Aziz conld be dead.
1t is probable that the Sultan as is is looking
for the murderers of the Sultan as was.  Yon
never ean put faith in telegrams, - - W and
Wisdon, :

Skiggins is in trouble with oneof his tenants,
who isin arvears for rent; went to him yester
day :—* Are yon rendy to pay your rent, Mr.
Jinks 2" ¢« Not yet, Mr. Skiggine” * Then
lenve my house,” snid Skiggin<, * and L'll pay
therent myself I Mes, 8. says that's an clegant
way of collecting - yon never havo to sue for 1.
= Witand Wisdom,

Loolk, there is the Boston man.  He walks
wilh severe and measured stride. Why are his
eyes enst down, and gazing intently on the pave-
ment.? He is thinking ; hc has a giant intellect,
and his head is twice as large as that of other
men. A man with & giant intellect, and & head
twice as large as that of other men, must think.
Of what is he thinking? He is thinking of
teanscendentalism,  What is transcendent-
alism? Nobody but a Boston tman knows any-
thing abount transcendentalism, Does the Bos-
ton man write 1)oetry? Yes, ho thinks he doos,
but very few others think so..~Philit. Sun.

Our Montreal Commissioner,
Winn or Hovern, May 18.

The distinguished gentleman who figured so
lavgely in my last letter was extremnely desirons
I should remwuin in Montreal,——s0 much sgo
that ha scemed to think he conld bear the dis-
location of my jaw, or the breaking of both my
arms, eonld he feel snre that the issne of the
accident would be my permanent residonee in
this city. T was deeply tonched at the time by
this flattering evidenee of his devotion to me,
and desiving to evinee my appreciation of tho
compliment, have since given the subjeet much
consideration, You who know my whole souled
dovotion to duty will believe that I have weighed
the pros and cons most conscientionsaly.

A koock at the door of the veeeption room.
Tnter the lead porier. * Tor! sir, there's n de-
pertation as big as the Blake dinner a waitin
down in the Rotunder.” ** For whom, Joseph?”
“For yon, to besure, siv -there's the Mayor in
court topgory and nearly all the tip top swells
in the eity, and they wunt to know if it’s con-
venient to you to treceive them toot sweet.”
¢ Certainly Joseph;, bat whatl is the object of
the deputation? ™ ¢ Can’t say nohow siv, but
likely they want to make you President of a
Bank, or perhaps it's to ask youto run as Al-
derman for Jimmy McShane's ward,-—you know
he's bin turned out.” * Your last suggestion is
impertinent, Joseph—retive and admit the de-
putation—Imt stay, do I look enlm and Qigni-
tied? " * VerymuzhQignitied indeed, sir.” *'But
still gracions and condescending, Joscph ? "
“Most particularly so, siv,”  « That is quite
sutisfaectory-—inform the deputation that 1 am
veady Lo receive them.” 1had barely tiwe Lo
avennge the cmls upon my classic Lrow when,
headed by the Mayor, they filed into the voom.
Tiet the world mourn that T am compehed to
suppress the speeches,—snflice it to say that
hiz worship the Mayor introduced those of the
distinguished gentlemen present with whom I
was not previously sequainted. Ie then re-
quested the gailant and distinguished Knight of
Ravensernig to unfold the busincss of the de-
putation, It wassimply this--to preferanearnest
request thut I would consent to take up my per-
manent residence in the city. The venerable
knight delieately added that a suite of rooms
in the Windsor would be placed at my disposal
for an unlimited period, if T wonld accede to
the prayer of the deputation. We was pleased
to say farther, that my great ability and the
charm of manner which distinguished me had
moxt deeply impressed the citizens, and they
felt that the lonor of my presence here was
cquivalent to that of having Guee domiciled in
the city. I listened to the worthy knight's
address most graciously and howed profoundly
at its close.  Yon will gather some idea of the
composition of the deputntion when I tell you
that T bezan my reply as follows. * Mr. Mayor—
Sir knights--Leverend gentlemen and gentle-
men,”  Of course I acceded promptly to the
prayer of the Jdeputation, --the demonstration
was of such a character that T could not do
ollterwise.  Giracefnlly addressing the knight of
Ravenseraig, 1 thanked him in clogqnent terms,
and throngh him the deputation, for the flnt-
tering manier i which the wishes of the citi-
zens had been brought before me.  Tn comply-
ing with those wishea I desired lo sny that I
would eertainly take a saite of rooms at
the Windsor, but I could not consent to be
indebted for them to the abounding kind.
ness of the citizens of Mantreal. Grir, I con-
tinned, is abundantly able to provide in u
princely wanner for hig representative, but
whilst declining the hospitality of the citizens,
I would only sce in its protfer one more proof
of the estcem in which the leading periodical
of the Dominirn is held by the worth, talent
and wealth of Montreal, ‘I'his was vather neat,
old boy; but the limit of my despatch being
reached I subseribe myself,—uo longer your
Specially Tmpertinent Reporter, but your

SpecianL CodyussioNer, I8, 1. P, O. Q.
Signifying For The Provinee Of Quobec.




