
MISSION FIELD.
From Kolhapur, in the Diocese

of Bombay, we bave an account of
the beathon Ganpati festival by the
Rev. A. 0. Laughlin

" This deity. which is seemingly
a second class one, and of a stand-
ing with lhe classi"al Lares and
Penates, in half man, half-elephant,
anent which monstrooity I heard
an excellent tale which one of my
catechists employed to illustrate
the childish character of the aver-
age members of the popular Hindu
Pantheon. It ran tomewhat thus:
Paivati, Sbiva's wife, was one day
wasbing herself in a river. In the
course of ber ablutions she rubbed
se much dirt, &a., from ber arme
that it made a lump as big as ber
two fista. This apparently very
much took her fancy, and of the
lump she made a doll, to which she
gave life. She took the plaything
home with ber, and ordered it (or
I suppose we should call it a 'he ')
to guard ber room while she dressed
for the day. li the meanwhile
Shiva came home, and seeing an
unknown individual in close prox-
imity to bis zenana was very
worth, and drawing bis sword ont
off Ganpati's head. When Parvati
knew this, she was very sorry, and
bitterly reproaahed her husband
for destroying, instead of admiring
the handiwork of ber own ingenu-
ity. Her tears and entreaties pre-
vailed over her husband, who
straightway went out into the for.
est, vowing to slay the first crea-
ture ho came across, and give his
head to the slaughtered plaything.
Unluckily, as we might think, the
first animal met was an elephant,
whose bead out off was affixed to
the trunk of Ganpati, who there-
upon becane the hideous thing our
methetic tastes are se offended at
seeing. It does not require an ex-
haustive commentary to show how
dreadfully inconsistent are the de-
tails of this story, or what a trav-
esty on creation, &o., is presented
to the ordinary uneducated Rindu
hereby."

Beaconsfield is an important par.
ish in the Diocese of Bloemfontein,
where, as far as the white popula-
tion is concerned, the Churoh's
work is independent of the Society's
aid. There in a parish churchb
which cost £2,500, achools which
cost £1,000, and othor things in
proportion. There i, however,
scope for very large woek among
the natives, for which the Society
makes a grant of £100. This the
Rector, the Rev. C. F. Tobias, aske
may be incrcased. He says that
for the native work the Mission
school-buildings and the residence
for the Missionary bave been built
ut a coat of £600, and that nu debt
romains, owing to the generosity
of Archdeacon Gaul and the Rev.
H. Crosthwaite.

" The Mission school has an aver-
age attendance of about 180, with
250 on the books; two Buropean
and four colored teachers. Well
reported on by Government In.
spector.

"Services at Mission Chapel on
Sunday afternoons, preceded by
Snday sohool.

House Cleaning
Why? Because PEARLINE takes the drudgery right out of house-cleaning-does
the work better-quicker and with less labor than anything known. Saves the worst
of the wcar by doing away with the rubbing. Cleans furniture-paint--carpets, with-
out taking then up-pictures--glass--marble--bath tubs--everything-nothing too
coarse. nothing too fine for PEARLINE. You'll appreciate this fact best by giving
it a fair trial. House-cleaning time will pass so snoothly the men folks will not
suspect its presence. 12Ninate y by AMIES PYLE, New York.

' Matins and Evensong at a small
room recently built at native loca-
tion every Sunday.

" Four Morning Services held
every Sunday at native compounds
of varions mining companies, in-
volving a circuit of some four or
five miles.

" This native work is the result
we have to show for the Society's
grant of £100 pu- annum. But
there is a native population of
somewhere about 10,000 in this
parish; what eau one Missionary
do ?"

Thora are about fifty native com-
municants. Beaeonsfield isa great
diamond-mining centre, and Mr.
Tobias thus describes the conditions
of the work among the natives em-
ployed:" Of late the mining companies
have been adopting the compound
system, that is to say. the native
labourers are confined during thoir
leisure in barracks, and thus are
preserved from many evils. above
all from the temptations of the
canteens or liquor shops. Here is
an opportunity for Christian work,
for we bave need for mon more im.
perative than ever. Formerly a
Missionary could gather his con-
gregation te certain central points,
now ho must go to the compounds
for they are unable to come to hir,

" There are two great mines in
my parish-Dutoitspan and Bult-
fontein. Bultfontein we are able
te work with somethimg like con-
pleteness, but Datoitspan we eau-
not touch ; we bave virtually aban-
doned it to whatever influence can
be brought to bear upon it by reli-
gious bodies outside the Churcb. .

"I do think that the Society may
be content with the work done by
the present grant ; a flourishing
Mission school, scven or eight ser-
vices every Sunday, one man's hard
and constant work is surely a fair

roturn, but may I not plead mort
earnestly for another grant of
£100 ? Not for the nurpose of in-
creasing the income of the Mission-
ary, not to pay debts already in-
curred, but to provide another Mis
sionary to work in the neglected
mine. I should be quite prepared
to make the grant dependent upon
the employment of another clergy-
man in the Mission work of the
parish, and I could, I feel sure,
provide for the balance of bis in-
come.

" We bave natives bore from
every part of Southern and Equa-
torial Africa; the work in -the
compounds cannot produce a great
number of baptisms and confirma-
tions, for the laborers are constant-
ly coming and going; but think
what an influence for good through-
out the dark continent our work in
the Diamond Fields compounds
may be."
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