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‘But ‘justly excepting these, the
beholder witnesses a line of sects,
churches gnd, religious circles, each

..With .its. own tent pitched and its

own banner flung .to the breeze,
each ignoring . common, inforests,
and declining (often; haughtily and
superciliously) eommon efforts—

© - each diawing lines around. itself,

except’ when it contemplates ag-
gression, invasion and ‘conquest—
each fortifying itself behind points
and pickets and fiery darts and
flaming swords, as if all the others
were declared and uncompromising
-foes ; -each. endeavoring by intimi-
+ dation, or promise, or purchase, or
- perchance by stratagem, to multi-
" ply its numbers by weakening tho

ranks of its opponents—in a word,,

ench virtually or directly claiming
. 10 monopolize the Infinite God, g
its patron, ite friend, the declarcd
~ champion of its peculiar standard,
and (greatest anomaly of all) each

one placing high upon its warlike

banners the name of the pure Prince
of Pence, the teacher of brothor-
hood and love, who enjoined that
‘nothing should be done through
strife and vain glory, but in lowli-
- ness of mind, oach esteeming the
other better than himself, "And do
. it is that the ohservation of the

. heathen of old, “Behold how these
. Christians love one another,” be-

comes in the mouth of the sneering

- sceptie, “Behold how these Chris-
tiane hate one another.”

When we soe such theoretical

misconception and such ‘practical

misappliention of Christ's gospel,

it is certainly not surprising, but
natural and reasonable, that men
who judgo of principles themselvés
by the practices of those who pro-
fess them, should raisethis question

- and earnestly demand its considera-

tion, viz., “ What advantages would
occur to mankind genorally;’ and
‘the working ciasses in particular,

-+ by the removal of Cliristianity and

 the substitution of secularism in its

' late years openly raised by think-

- ;uent by Dbisheps.or by

. .crowded and dee
" diendces.

place? " This, a8 some of you no
~doubt are aware, is & quogtion of

ing and ‘earnest meén in lngland
and Germany, and which, chal-

*lenging church and dlergy, has

been, publicly discussed - before
ply interested au-

: IN THE FACE |
" of a great, practical;: comprehen-
sive, tiery question like this, tho
otty points of sectarian dispute—
aptismal rogeneration, immersion

““or- sprinkling, ‘priestly confession,

govern-
eiders—
these and many other points over
~which churches. have. been tortur-:
- ing each other in fruitloss contro-

early communion; church

“iversy, shiink.and «shrivel into dust

-and ashes and vanish away like
smoke, «, Yebthis (and; snch, as this

‘ave all important inquiries, which

{ean,co

flaming trial, and nothing but the
gold ang gilver of enlightoned truth

e
fiodZsevh thmes as in the fire.” |
.Iido not:think I have over-color-
ed the picture.of theattitude of the
intellect towards religion at the pre-'
sent day. .We:hear the assertion|
boldly made that there is too much
faith- inthe world—we see that{
opinion lived, if not uttered, by’
tens of thousands ; we seeths habi-
fual’absence of a large part: of our
population from. any place of wor-
ship whatover; we seethe p% lav-:
ity of those who deny to the Bible
any diviné inspitation, who tidicule
‘the church’s  realization - of Jesus’
idea of peace and unity. . . -
. And yét I am glad to say*there’
are alrendy indications that our
church disputants axe beginning;to
.appreciate-the real issue. E
"They begin-to ‘sée ‘miny errors
end supcerstitions that must be dis-
gerscd_, old theologies that,must!be

roken up, comfortable mental ha-
bits that must be 'disturbed, and
mental reserve - and- qualification”
(that bane . of -theologians’ - and
‘preachers’ - minds) -that must be
forever renounced. They sce. a
great diversity of forms and opi:
riions among Christians, - and yet
the thoaght of “One’ Lord, one
fuith, ‘one baptism,”is' looming up
more and more clearly.. They sce
that it is fkeology that makes the
din and the discord ; whileit is. the
pure unselfish life that should be
tha bond -of sympathetic brother-
hood, o .
“In o former paitt'of this essay.1
introduced the figure of contending.
churches . as- occupying hostile
camps. “At" this timé, whon the
whole world, ‘irrcspective of na-:
tional, religious or civil’ distine-
tions, is looking with unfeigned in-
terest upon- the newly-made tomb
of the great Union general—at this
time and in connection with the
thought of unity on which I. am
dwelling (perhaps longer than I
intended), I am forcibly reminded
of an incident in the ‘great Ame-
rican rebellion, in which, 28 a
school-boy, I took a warm and
vivid interest, '
IT 30 HAPPENED
that on one bright, sunny after-
noon the armies on both sides were
encamped on the banks of the river,
on the one side the Union army,
across the robicl, - And as they lay
'therd ‘in théir' eheammpments)« the
bands-on- both sides- began to dis-
course music.  On the Northorn
side iteWwas +“ The  Star-Spangled
Banner " swelling -out upon -the
breeze, and on the Southern side
the -bands responded with  Dixie’s
Land? - Then again.the Northern
side said, in-their music, *Hail
Columbin,” and jet ‘the Soutliern
bands responded -with * Dixid's
Land.” After-a-while the Noithern
bands' played:; “Yankee, ;Dopddle,”
but still the sullen’ response~was
only *‘Dixie’s Liand.” And then
after an interval, as the sun wa
going down ovor:: thehills dpon
their wrath, the immortal chords
'of ¢ Home;: Sweet: "Home " . weie
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it too, and it was “ Home, Sweet;
‘Home"” on both sides, and every.
voice of those belligerent brothers
‘responded in perféct harmony, and
tho-strains of those instrumentsand
the great sonl of the country breath-.
od amen and amen with the de-
lightful inspiration of the love of
home, - It was nothing but the
common” and tender thought of
-home—home in the little-cabin of
the wild frontier of the West, or in
the busy-cities of{the East, or on
the quiet plantations of'the South—
but wherever:it:might.be; with lov-
ing hearts watching and praying
for the absent one—it wasonly this

soften and melt, the rugged hearts
of those-conténding .soldiers. Ard
80 I often think that when no other
congideration seemsable -to soften
us_toward our “brethren and our
neighbors, the thought of that home
beyond the river, that home which
we ull hope to enter, that home
from which so greata cloud of-wit:,
‘nesses look down upon us—God
our common Father, Jesus' our

the spirits of the blessed who have
died in the Lord—the thought of
that home should make us desireto
gtop our wrangles and contentions

and united brethren. ‘Then would
that grand hymn which is sung in
so many churches throughout Chris-

cieal, but something real: “ Onward
Christian soldiers, harching as to

.at the name of ‘Jesis,- Sitan's host
doth flee. Tiike a mighty army
moves the Church of God. We are
not divided ; all one body we—igne
in hope and doctrine, one:in ‘char-,
ity.” Lo R
Let us, Christian friends, so walk
together in our smaller and larger
circles of kindred, and intimacy,
and- acquaintance, -that no - faith
may be broken by us, no love
wounded. We are all brethren. As.
common soldiers against a common

unbrotherly wrath. So shall we

“I will lny me down in peace and

mutual thought of home thatcould |

elder Brother, the holy angels'and |-

and bitter feuds, and be willing toun
grasp hands once more as reconciled |

tendom describe not something far- .

war (not against each other, but)|

foe, let not the sun go down upon oury:
yérify the words of thgiPsalmist:|

take my rest, for thou Lord.only|.i v giogigavei
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the bands of the Southern side tool|lives . the’ Mastei's' 6wt pracious

‘words | " Peace 'I'leave with you,
‘my peace I ‘give iito you; not es
the world giveth, givé I unto you,”
And then ‘and thifs and only 5 will
the pence of God whith ‘passéth all
understanding’ keep'our, héaits and
minds in’the kngwlelize and love
of God, and of His ‘Sb‘p%’esﬁ_s Christ
our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and
the Holy Ghost will b¢'amongst us
and remaih with s always. | !
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Highly recommended by physloians. and .
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and first-class grocerseverywhers. - Sample
box, ‘tontainingithree: tablets, mailed post-
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