“kniown as: Broadway

i across-the: ]arge"expanse of flat, . and
thiey secured a claim~a short distance

~the lead'was ‘about 40- feet, and after

- striking “the * bottom™ and drifting a

few:feet " they struck a-good paying

portion: ¢f the pay dirt streak, which

. they worked to advantage for three or
four weeks. .

Here and. at Mt, Mohagul four or
five miles-distant they worked together
“umil the McIntyre Wet Diggings were
- discovered, when after vainly endeav-
roring ‘to get Thorne to accompany.
_them, the others took their way to the
new diggings and Thorne concluded
to .woik -alone, as he had doné at
Maryborough With this object ‘he

-“moved -his tent to a point near the
foot hills, at the place where the main-
lead ‘turned to. the right, at right

.“angles with its first course, and follow-"

_/ed the meandering, river like course
“laid - down for it, at the time when
these alluvial deposits took place,

‘Here at the elbow the ground had
‘been rich, and several large nuggets
‘had ‘been taken out. The sinking
was.from 20 to 23 feet andin many of
the richest -claims; blocks and pillars
‘of unworked ground had -been left,
and ‘were still standing, which the

former occupants had thought it better -

and safer to leave, than to-incur the

' expense. of wooden props and cap
pieces. .

. Thorne’s tent. .was' pitched in a

‘ ‘pleasan‘t grassy spot a few tods dis-

tant from the lead, and wherea few

gnarled, cross—gamed specimens of the .

blue gum; and’ stringy bark trees, too
tough for’ the ordinary miner to con-

. vert into fuel, formed 2 partial shade
from the rays .of the noon day sun,
“and enabled him to partake of his
damper and mutton, with greater
comfort -than . usually falls to the lot
of the gold digger. -

- Some water holes half 2 mile dis-

tant in the direction of Jones’ Creek-

enabled him to- enjoy a Saturday

afte.”.oon bath; and while doing so

the shirt, trousers and stockings which

Ite had just-taken “off and" washed,

“were drying -in the sun, and would

be ready for him when he had finish-
" ed bathing.

Taken altogether, Thome, for a

©" gold - digger, was very comfortably
situated and -hoped to be more s0 on
his return to the Innd of his birth.

had been thinking of the shady walxs

3

" with the flint walled grounds and'

. gardens that lie back from the river
‘In. the - vicinity of - Gravesend and
Greenluthe,‘ ar_;d at the particular time

= —

.The mam lead '
had ‘been - téaced fromi the ! foot hills:

*abiove the street; niot far. from where .
- the *“Golden~ Age " hatel fterwards
*'stood.*-The :sinking at. this- part.of

W1th Pﬂueger’s Lummous Ba.it you ca.tch fi-h with others

THE LAND WE LIVE IN

when our. story opens the notlce “of

<the Kent's intended ‘za.xlmg, Jhad made

him again long fora. s:ght of hls boy-
hood’s:home. -~ -
As there were several days to pass

before the vessel sailed ‘he concluded
- he might as well spend them in look-
“ ing for his big nugget, avd the place
- where he was, offered ‘as good a show

as any, for that purpose. - -

Next morning; he finished his break-
fast in better spirits and with a better
appetite than he had enjoyed since his
mates had left, and commenced search-
ing for a suitable place to' continue
his mining operations.

He had heard-that under that claim
a'“skip” had occured in the lead,

and paying dirt had not been found :

until they had struck the lead again
some forty feet lower down, That
was his chance. Between those points
the golden stream had run, and he
would try to obtain some ocular de-
monstration of the fact.

He was soon at the bottom of the

- shaft, which had been sunk on the

claim where the “skip” had com-
menced, and crawling into the tunnel,
he hghted his, stump of candle, and
began to inspect. He found that the
tunnel ended against a rising bottom
of slate or reef, which had evidently
been the point at which the original
water course or stream had turned at
right angles.

He commenced picking away at the
end of the tunnel and after working
in a foot or more, the bottom of the
drift gradually rising, be struck a part
of the reef, which rose nearly perpen-
dicular, and was -soft, sticky and par-
tially shaly like clayslate and pipe-
clay iixed.

Examining this closely by the light
of the sperm candle he discovers a
nugget of gold partially imbedded in
the reef, and. with his fossicking knife.
and light’ driving pick, he commences
to develop 1t. Larger andlarger grows
the nugget, and he then begins to
pick into thé gravel ly'ng to the r'ght
of the tunnel.

After a few strokes he breaks into

a tunnel running from an adjacent”

claim. He knows that it is dangerous
to take out any. more of the wall with-
out propping or timbering, but there

is the nugget, a few more strokes of .
‘the pick and he can get it out.

He
will risk it, A few sharp strokes and
a boulder the size of his head drops
from the roof ofthe tunnel. Before
he can throw.. himself back, a. crash
like the roar of an avalanche, and poor
Thorne is buried beneath tons of fall-
ing earth.

He has dug his own grave, and
there his body will remain to guard
the gold, the dlscovery of which has

. cost hlm hxs life.

Those who wilF
notice” that.his “tent is unoccupied,
will think ‘that he has gone -to one of -
the new rushes ‘constantly- occurring,
and to some of which they will go-
before the week is over.

As a sequel to 'the above we copy
the following from the Melbouxne
Age of recent date.

GUARDING .THE TREASURE.

“Last week as some workmen were
sinking a well near what used to be:
considered-the head of the Main Lead,.

Dunnolly, they discovered - the skele-

ton of a man, and beside it a pick, a
rusty fossicking knife and a solid
nugget of gold weighing seventy two-
pounds; Near it were some other
nuggets weighing about ten ounces,

“which seemed to be imbedded in the

oniginal gravel. In the early days of
the Dunnolly. Diggings, several large:
nuggets were unearthed at this point.
in the old lead, and itis conjectured
that the skeleton is that of a miner
who had been familiar with the gold
discoveries made there, and who had
been knocking out the solid support
pillars usually left in mining’ claims,
in search of nuggets. How nearly he
succeeded, the immense nugget re-
ferred to, shows. At the inquest an.
old man employ.d as hostler at the
Golden Age Hotel, said that some 35

years ago, he was acquainted with a.
young man by the name of Thorne,
who had been working as a * hatter,”
that is working alone, on the old lead.

Thorne disappeared about this time
and it was supposed that he had gone
off to some new rush. He is strongly
of the opinion that the skeleton found
is that of Thorne, and thathe belonged
somewhere in the vicinity of Green-
lnthe, Eagland.”

. Dipymus.
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