)

THE LAND WE LIVE IN.

mtrol or earrying despntehes which were
hrought to us from hendquarters (Hatley)
aud branemitted by one of us to u trooper
nt Granby who inturn took the inessage
to another veluy en route to the Comman.
derin-Chief, ut Montrealandvice versa, Our
nights were spent alternately on gunrd at-
the point, or in frolics at the fariners
houses, That is—to use a military expres.
gion, We bivounced by files, but we frolie.
ed Ou couples.  And o great difference
there was in the two oceupations, for
while the file invarisbly veturned fora
late breakfast, chilled, seedy und cross,
the couple, on the contrary, returned to
bed by mid night well-fed, comfortable
and jolly. .

‘The yeur was pagsing awsy, We were
to be relieved on the lust day of . Decem-
bor and hoped to be recalied to Head-

 Quarters and-to enjoy the New Yen's ball

[0 the wenpbime Clristmng was ut hand,

but we had not given it « thought, Di-

) vested: of the customary ‘boef and ale,

. goose and plum-pudding, let alone the

- _ misletoe, yule and blind-man’s buff, what
could the duy signify to'us, . .~ .

The twenty fourth, day, of December
cune ab last without out our huving seen
a foe’or having been in the least disturbed.
Winter had seb in, in its most rigorous as-
pect. . Snow covered the ground and the
Lake was frozen sulid, a fuet which added
cousidorably . to” our work and incrensed
our vigilance.,  Bands of Ruofliane under
the guise of sympathy for the Canadian
rebels, wero nssembling on the frontier
watching their opportunity, in cuse of a
defeat of Lhe royal forces to eross the bor
dorsand ko o foray on the peaceable

‘inhabitants,  {u o few ingtances they sue
cesded in minking an irruption and were
given at Novy lsland and Prescott ‘s les.

. son which has had the good effect. of
\ teaching Canada's big envious neighbowy
: . “that - diseretion is tho better part of
valor,” R S

- Euly in.the afternoon of December
. 24th, Chwdie Hill'and Tleft for our post”
©. ¢ point ! *Look “out.” " We intendéd to
\.cub-afow holes” through the:ice in’ hopes’
i of eatehing u, few’ greytront, to" send 0.
: ignds =it :Hatloy., . 'Lhis we™accom:.
r-satisfaction, having: canght.
folinder and four-sniidler ones:

”, smack and o swiall allowance .of potitoe
whiskey whicli ‘we - had- brought in: cuz:
“haversacks with w-feed. of ‘outs -for “our

by ' simaet. . After phrtuking. of ‘a cold-|

off aparking .to-night for 1 shall requive
one to ride to Sherbrooke,” *All right!”
‘I answered ““Hist ! They have slackened
into o trot ard—yes, by George! I hear
the elinking of sabres,” **You're right Cal
Lusay old fellow ! now don't be making a
d—d fool of yourself aud get excited. I
know you to be plucky, but if you dou’t
keey cool, T'll- kneck “you 'over with the
butt of wmy -carbine.
tell you und then hit your bird just above
f(hc p,nmmol “of his saddle--in thebrend-bns-
et.” :

Hill had hordly finished the lust sen-
tence when the horsemen came ipto sight
three of them onthe full trot. **Who
comes there? Halt in the Queen’s name !
broke from my chums stentorian lungs,
“Rein up, or we fire I”

The three mnen, evidently eavalry-men,
pulled up their horses and one of them
whose voice we recognized s that of
Lisutenant Longworth of Our’s returied

wo fire !” to which Hill answered,; *Cav-
alry Patrol—Alls well 1” This wus again
auswered by the other party—*“All right !
oflicer— Cavalry, Alls well, and a Merry
Christuns ! A Merry Christmias my lads,
Glad to see you alext- ol your posts,
Where ave your nags?”  “In the shunty
on the point, sir,” replied Hill, *would
you like to inspect 1 We have w puth cut
to the mair. rond which 1 would vecom-
mend you to take as the ico i8 not safo ut
the outlet.”  ““Very Well,” uaid the Lieu
tenant, ‘‘we will go there, you may both
sufely Ieave your post foran hour. We
have ridden fast and there was nothing
astiv on the like when we loft.”

Wa all went to the hut, the Lieutenant
and his two orderlies dismounted and tied
their horses to saplings,, We brisked up
our fire, lighted » pine torch and things
began to look comfortable,  Our oftlcor
having expressed’ himself snbisfied with
our arrangements, inguired of the loyalty

to our post, suddenly asked if we had any

" thing to keep Christmas ' with, and :upon
.being.answered jn the. negiitive; debired
one-of lris‘ordérlies to unstiap his; valise |

and bring it juto the shaity. Upon' ity
boing" opened, -the' lieuteu
“three-bottles-of wing'i

'n.nd'tzg_lbkefd._',\;'f,"l,‘v_lmie‘,-. - liel
oul jolly officer ; ‘I thought 'y

liorses, b “midnight; we ‘'mounted our

-until we et the patrol: from that ‘post:
with whom we. exchanged the customary.
“challonge and sign, aud then returned to
our camp, tied up our horses and coin::
menced our nocturnal guard,Hill taling .
-the first watch, )
I accompanied my comrade to his po

u large rock on.the' upper beach of .the
point from which on » bright stairy night.
ona could see an object 'a considerable’
distance off. The ice being hard and crisg

2 ;
teams, horses and pedestrisns unless sho

in moccasins could be heard a long way
- before ‘thoy were seon, bué vhen' we ar-
_rived at the rock all was- as still as doath
‘with the oxception of an occasional snap- .
ping of drybranches ashore and a rumbling
“noise on the lake, which sounds, we knew, -
‘wero caused by the intense coldness of an.
“atmosphere then far below zero. - :
Leaving my comrade with the intention”
~of visiting tho night lines which were.
some five hundred yards below the point
I had proceeded but a few yards- when I
was recalled by a shrill note from Hill'a
whistlo, 1 therefore retraced my steps
when upon awriving 4t the vock Hill de-
" sired me to look up the lake" and listen.
D 4Well1” said he, after a fow - shoments,
" ‘Do you hear anything 1" *‘yes” I replied
“a horse galloping,”—“More than ona,
Cal—Hark, they are- in the bay, close in
shere.” ‘“What had we better, do?" I
asked, ‘‘Do!why challenge; of course and
, if we don’t geb a civil-answer, discharge
our carbines at the two' foremost, and cut
. like blazes for the hit, then you must
Vo " mount and ride as fast as you can for
~7"+ Head Quarters and report to the Colonel.
Don’t mind me, Tl take ecars of myself
and the boys. - [only liope they are not

t B

thie lush, and sweeb Mis.” Bigelow handed

me the bird asking; e to give. it to. that.
pretty young dragoon who' *‘hes wo more:

nustache thaw I have on niy oww lip” *So
M Calestigan; you owe 'your supper to
your bare fuee” . -

{ Qur impromptu - meal, was soon des-
pitehed, two or three glusses of wine drank
in honor of the season. *‘A merry Christ-
mas ! o you both 1" “The sameé to you,
Sir, and a safe ride,” and the inspecting

garbg mounted their horses and departed. .
o- Ch

riskmas had - found us out in our
bivouac, in the heart.of a dismal Canadian
fovest, = Were our hearts' softened by the
remindér ? I think so—I know they were,
My little story is told. Bright happy
days were those with their many shad-
dows and varied tints of joy and sorrow,
good and evil, thoughtlessness and negli-
gence. They hiave left no great sting be-
hind or misdeed to amend, but alas ! too
many opportunities neglected and chances
left ungrassped. . )
Since that memorable bivouac fifty one
Christmas eves have passed away. The
giddy, thoughtless youth is now a gouty

querulous old man, the chestnu curls are |

.blanched, - the lithe and wiry frame is
shrunk and withered, the ssbre now hangs
cobwebbed on the wall, the guns and rods
are rusting in their racks, the’ trophies of
the chasa are mouldering into dust, Each
‘Christmas eve—warns. .

‘What is this; my.relaxing . fingers no
lohger hold the pen .which lays dry and

mute upon the paper, 8 strange : languor’

steals o’er my wastéd frame ;-a flickering
shadow passes before my closing - eyes,
sudden flash from the expiring lamp, »

gasp.—1Ta this death? -

Don'’t fire until I’

our challenge by *Who's there {--Stand or |

of the people and other matters relative |

. A musical tinkle from the mantel piece
in my study restores me to partisl con-
sciousness, it ig the French clock striking
"mid-night. 'The door is softly pushed ajar
a flood of light pervades the room and a

she places her disengaged- hand upon my
shoulder and a soft, snd loving kiss upon
my lips, .*‘Déar wife! 1'think I've been
asleep.” ) .
‘*Anloep !—yes, and scribbling you dear
old Cal. I wish you a merry Chyistmus,
dear; bub come they've all returned from
church and the children are impatient to
greet their grandsive.” I take my fair old
purtner’s arm and we enter thoivy decked
apartment* where around the furnished
Lonrd sits elad in Lappy smiles the young
mother and her protty brood.
“Merry Christmas ! nerry Chyistmas
Grandpu!” vings in shrill and shrillor
-gteains—*‘Melly Kissmas” is lisped by
the cradled bube. s . .
Is this life 1 Yes huppy Christiun life,
. ’ CALESTIOAN,

" SOMETHING NEW
USEFUL.

AND

BLE FIRE-KINDLER.
Composed of light material capable of
nbsorbing 1-4 vz. of kerosene to every cu-
bie inch, and vetaining it for any length
of time or until burned vut. It is-made
in & sizes and will ignite wood, chaveoal
or coke. No, 1 size 1xd fuchies will b
10 minutes ; No. 2 is 1ix4} inches and
will burn 15 to 20 winutes ; No. 3 is 2x6
inchos and burns 20 to 25 wminutes ; No,
4 is 23x8 inches and will Lurn 30 to 40

from 40 to 50 minutes,

to the matorinl,

minutes .and produce: sufficient 1

cogk a. di 1o hid: of . any.

BE

unb,_produced.

SAFEST-AND CHEAPRST

ab 15, 20, 30, B0 and 756 cents each. Call
and see samples’ or -send for.doscriptive

 circulars.’
L D. THOMAS & CQ,,

A Sherbroos, Que.
: OXI E N - Curos Nervousness and
. 2 “Insowmia, vestores Ex-
hausted Vitality ; is an_effectual Invigor-
“ator, and removes the Nervous Depression
‘sometimes caused by ‘woing -out to see a
‘man.’ - )

Shorfhen

tako sdvastage 1 this apientid oapatiunt
Shnsiaee s gpleas apvnaly. s
] HILL'S GOLDEN OIL. ,
_ We want merchants and traders through-
out: the townships to keep -on .sale Hill's
Golden - Ofl, ‘Hill's: Gofden Tonic, Dr.
Morse's Stomach Pills, and Dr. Morse's
Tooth Ach Cure. Ciroulars and price list
on application ~. - . D, TroMas & Co. -

H. M. TOMLINSON.

- Thoroughly taught by maf’

8 mos. conrse forony 10 cta,
Areyou ruterpritiog] and am-
H , do not fail to

BOOK MANUFACTURER,
BROOK'S BLOCK, . SHERBROOK Y, QUE.
Mngazine Binding o Speoiaity.

SEND FOB PRICES. -

SHERBROOKE, QUE..

HOUSE, 5IGN AND FRESCO PAINTEL

I e D N O T, ing
um. als for Public-Bu, .
‘ SEN FRICES, . . "8

1

BECAND
UBLIO. B GS A 'S8PECIALTY
¢ Eastorn Townships Bank, bherbrooke;
hodist . Church, - Standstead, P. Q.; ant
hodist Churoh, Coaticook :

¢
Mae!
Me:

e, P.Q.
DESIGNS MADE ON APPLICATION,

comely matron stoops before my chair,

WRICGHTS PATENT INDESPRUCTL -

minutes ;. No, 3 is 8x10 inches and buins |
They make ex- |
cellent torches and can be filled any man- | K
bor of times without the slightest injury | -~

History of Brifish Columbia ~ -
“From thie enrlies period o the pregent time, :

By Huneer HOWE BADCROFT,

Now ready, complele In one volume,: with N
secllonnl maps, plans and index A book full :
of startling fncidents sud thrilling romance,
A matchless work, by an author of great re-
pute, and 15 «lgo the only history, of !.hls fee..

tou extant. R N .
! ; (] Everywhers. The -
Agents Wanted o Uins area
covered by this volume is rapidly ﬂmu% up
wita intelligent and enterprising settlers,
who are malting hers thelr homes - They all
want 1o know.the kistcry of the country as
well as their friends, and those who have
- business connections with"them who do not
o there, Here is a country as lurge as the
nited  States, and ‘this volume mnust ever
constitute the foundation of its history.

From $5 to $20 a Dav

cun bo'made by agents. Every one of ihe
hundreds of thouaands of people interested in
this country, and in the history of the world,
one parl with another, will buy this book: It
i3 wholly unbiaeed, and though {ull of siart-
llng do‘tiun, it lielm,{mmughly sound, practloal

ud philon oal. . - e
B'Glulu?nl eaggest. workers desiving territory
should apply immodmwlyz, aud in order {
gerure 1t instantly send $1.25 for a compla!.
eanvassing outt, and name cholce of {ery
tory, -Extra liberal iermer guaranteed
SElme gy AL it s e
wiil gell iise yoperly : v

lve our agents L‘)’slrfy days’ time in which td
5ellver and colect, .. - - .

Address, .-

THE HISTORY CO., 723 Market St.
’ San Franelsco, Cal -

| _Prijzdte Lme ’_:Te_lepliones,

/

A No. 4 or 5 kindler, if |;
filled with ofl and used -in an ordinwry |-
-eooking - stove will burn froi 80-%o 60 |
‘heab: o |-

Kindlers in‘the world: Just the thingdo ]
| take- the chill off &’ cold-roumt: ~Sold in | -
|1 tinboxes, 3 in w box, ju.the "order of the
id | nmnbery givén, at 50 ‘ceuts, 70 cents, $1,
I .1, 81.75 and $2,50 per bux, or-in wiappers
“be hard up for Christnias cheerand told thie

{ landlord of the Georgeville inn‘to put up
chargers and rode on the Georgeville:road (.

BOOK.BINDER and BLANK"

L GARWOOD

Kxrisug 10 POUSPIIPT
POV 200 TISMIIY pER IO

Tliose imow: instrusments’ (see’
above out) are’emphatioally supe r. .
' for to all others for ilnes within.a'¢:
caafles i on xS
. . They'embody all latest improve-'.
I'-niemog work splendidly in all kindx .

of weather, and are great favorites
with business men, . :
. Price per $7 50

Serd for {llustratediiolrcular and
B testimonials, - Address, . -

EDW. E. HARBERT .& CO.,
U ——DEALERS INe—— |

Telephone and Electrical Supplies of

i every Description. - .
182 W. Van Buren Strest, CFICAGO.

‘A QUMPLETE  MINTOWY OF THE '

JOUNSTOWN =< ez

HLOOD:
~embracing also, & history of the floods in
‘Williamsport) Lock Haven, Bunbury, and.all
theflooded-distriots-in-the- tate-of-Pennsyl-:,
vania, also In'Washington, D, 0., New York,
Maryland, Virginla and West: Virginia, all o
which caused the total loss of over 11,000 lives
and the destruation of over $40,000,000-worth
_of property: . ¢ .

BY GEO. T. FERRIS, A M."

Ogtavo, 523 pages; Illustrated with forty-
-elght Fnll-Psqr: Engravings:, « Price - §L50.
First ediion lssued. August 10th. We pay
duty on all books. " IR
AGENTS WANTED. Bend -50--cenis. for
complete outfit.. -H. 8. GOODSPEED & CO,, -
m oo Lo NewrYork: -

. FASHIONABLE : . .
_Merchant Tailor,
TRACY'S BLOCK, WELLINGTONST.
hak alwayson hand & large and well: :
-+ assorteastockof v . g
‘- OLOTHS, TWEEDS, .. .. :
READY.-MADE CLOTHING, HATS =~ .
~—AND—, STV

' @ENT'S. FURNISHING GOODS.
SATISFAOTION.GUARANTEED, ‘

H




