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CUTTING OLD FRIENDS.

One of the mott diflicult things a
person has to do, who is gctting ahcad
of the t''ionds of his carlier and less
prosperous ycars in tihe race of forttune,
is to rid himself ai' those friends-to get
quit of parsons whose want or succss
in thc world rendars them no longer it
assoeiaites. Tho thing is not eansitly
donc, for yo have to iaittain appmi-
ances. You have to repel thCn, gradu-
ally and gently, and in such a mnannl
as ta be able to defy thni to lay any
particulair act of rudeness, vny pos3itive
act oF repulsion, ta your charge. To
manage the thing adUoitly, thorfoîre,
requires some genius and a good deal of
tact.

The diMficlty of accomplishing this
great manceuvre in a prosperous carcer,
is much inecased by the circnmstanecs
that as you advance your ancient cro-
nies throng the thicker and closer
around you. They in faet eling and
cluster about you ti ke so many bces,
and with impertinent looks of glc sock
to express thir satisfaction with your
prosperity.

Now, it is a most desirable thing to
get quit of these gentry--to have thei
brushed off. But it would be rude ta
do this with the flytlap and the stong
band. You must get rid of' them by
more tact and management. And after
you have got rid of them, that is, dnven
them from personal contact as it were,
you have to continue ta keep theMi At a
proper distance. No easy mnatter this,
for somehow or other the obtuse crea-
tures, your poor, former acquaintance,
will not see, what you sec very distinct-
ly, that you ara now quite a superior
sort of person to them, and that they
are no langer fit ta be ranked amongst
your friends. This the perverse dull-
witted fellows will not sco. And, moue
provoking still, no degree of advance-
ment in the world on yonr part, no
acquisition of wea lth, will induce ane of
them, whatever you yourself may think
of ta the contrary, ta contemplate you
with a whit more respect than they did
when you were one of themselves.
Tbcy insiston considcering you mcrely
as having been mare fortunate than
thpmselves-fiot a bit batter or a bit
cleverer.

Lt us rnark hero, that the suceoss-
flt in the world ura stout denirs of the
doctrine of ciances. Thecy iaintain
that there is no Such tMing as luck
vhil the unsiuceossfl, agaili, arc lum
belivois in the doctrine, and ilsist 011
it thaînt iot onily is therca such :a thing ns
hick, but that ucik is evciy thing. The
successtul imans vanity prompts him to
atribute atis prosperity sAcly to his
taltenits n:i al mr i t - thcim .nuccesst ni
mni's sIl-lova to deny that the w'ant of
these qualities lits beu his tIindrance.
HIlence the conftlicting opinions o th e
two on this curious suIject. Thcn,
viere lies the truth ? WC suspect

batwecn.
From a good deal of experience ii

the science of '" eut ti ng'" underi the cir-
cunmstances alluded tO ii this pape-We'
shall not say vhctheru as cutters or
cuttes--we have flatUered oursetves
that we could thirow out a 1f0v ihints
tMat might be tound usefui to gentlemen
who ara getting on in the worl, and
who arc desir'ouis of' ridding thcimiselves
of thiir carlier and pouorer friionds.
Under this supposition va oar the t'ew
folloving rcemars:

For saine tine aftr you lhave started
on the prosperous carcer 011 vhich you
have ltiily fallen, contimiu ta smnile
ami bop towads your old friends as
forimerly ; an weim youi muct then
accidentatty (kt this be, howaver, as sel-
dom as you possibly can), shake hands
witi Uhm as cordialty as over. You
may aven venture ta renamrk, accom-
panying such remark wi th an expression
of regret, that they ara prodigiouis
strangers nov. But this is mot quite
safe ground, and wa by io mieans advisa
its general adoption. Conducting your-
stlf in this w'ay, your old friends will
never suspect that there is a eanuge
workinîmg at your hart-a secret opera
tion as yet tknown only ta yoursalf.

By and bye, thruov the least, the
vory least thing of distance into your
grcetiig: let your silte b apparently
as cordial.as fornierly, but let tiere now
be a sligit expiession of the slightest
degree possible of coolness, of an indefin-
able soimething a othir in youiri gel-
eral manner of a mepulsive chaactofe
take cave, however, thiat it be indafin-
able-that it ba of a description that
cannot be named.


